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Overview 

This bill clarifies distinctions between different types of surveillance warrants that a court 

may issue under chapter 626A. The bill is concerned primarily with warrants for the 

location information of electronic devices (“tracking warrants”) issued under 

section 626A.42. These tracking warrants can be confused with a warrant for the 

interception of a wire, electronic, or oral communication (“wiretap warrants”) issued 

under section 626A.06, or with a warrant for a pen register, trap-and-trace device, or 

mobile tracking device issued under section 626A.37. 

The bill also provides a definition of “cell site simulator device,” a device that law 

enforcement can use to track the location of a cell phone.  Finally, the bill changes the 

notification requirements for chapter 626A warrants so that the law enforcement 

agency, rather than the judge, is responsible for notifying the warrant target.  

Summary 

Section Description 

  Applications and orders. 

Amends the statute concerning the sealing and disclosure of a wiretap warrant to 
distinguish location-tracking warrants, which have their own sealing and disclosure 
requirements under section 626A.42. 

  Notice of order. 

For wiretap warrants, amends the notice requirement so that the law enforcement 
agency, rather than the judge, will notify the subject regarding the existence of the 
warrant and other specified information.  

  Nondisclosure of existence of pen register, trap and trace device, or mobile tracking 
device. 

Amends the statute concerning the sealing and disclosure of a warrant for a pen register, 
trap-and-trace device, or mobile tracking device to distinguish location-tracking warrants, 
which have their own sealing and disclosure requirements under section 626A.42. 
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Section Description 

  Notice required. 

For pen register, trap-and-trace device, or mobile tracking device warrants, amends the 
notice requirement so that the law enforcement agency, rather than the judge, will notify 
the subject regarding the existence of the warrant and other specified information. 

  Mobile tracking device. 

Amends the definition of a “mobile tracking device” to distinguish it from a cell site 
simulator device or any other device that may be used to access information concerning 
the location of an electronic device that, in whole or in part, is generated from the 
operation of the electronic device. 

  Electronic device location information. 

Subd. 1. Definitions. At paragraph (h), amends the definition of “tracking 
warrant” to specify that it includes, but is not limited to the use of a cell site 
simulator device.  At paragraph (i), creates a new definition of “cell site simulator 
device.” 

Subd. 4. Notice; temporary nondisclosure of tracking warrant. Amends the 
notice requirement so that the law enforcement agency, rather than the judge, 
will notify the subject regarding the existence of the warrant and other specified 
information.   

Also, throughout this section, any use of the general term “warrant” is changed to 
“tracking warrant” to further clarify that this section applies only to tracking warrants. 
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