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CAPITOL UPDATE
Dear Neighbors,

With less than a month remaining in the Legislative Session, the pace is beginning to 
really pick up here at the Capitol. I would like to take the opportunity to update you 
on legislation making it’s way through the Legislature. If you have any questions on 
these, or any other legislation, you are always welcome to contact me.

     Sincerely,

     Rep. Lyndon Carlson

BONDING

With a bipartisan majority, the House passed a $949 million bonding bill to 

make investments that build and maintain Minnesota’s higher education and 

community infrastructure. There is a $40 million difference with the Senate bill, 

along with difference in what projects will be funded. A conference committee 

of House and Senate members is currently working on a compromise version 

for both chambers to vote on.

SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET

At the beginning of the session, we learned that the state is running a small 

budget surplus. As a result, we have an opportunity to make changes this year, 

to the budget we passed last year. House leaders from the majority party have 

repeatedly pulled individual finance bills off the floor, not liking amendments that 

end up on the bill. Contrary to their own rules, leaders have now decided to 

put together one large omnibus budget bill.

DEDICATED FUNDING FOR CONSERVATION

Weeks ago, the Senate passed a bill that would ask voters whether they want 

a constitutional amendment to add a 3/8ths of 1 percent sales tax to dedicate 

to hunting & fishing habitat, clean water, and the arts. Since investments in 

conservation and the arts have continually been cut, the Senate bill is good 
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policy. Unfortunately, the House version is not good policy. That bill would dedicate 3/16ths of 1 percent of the 

existing sales tax to the same causes. In the event of a budget deficit, dedicating a portion of an existing revenue 

source might cause painful cuts in places like education and health care. I hope the conference committee comes 

back with a bill that makes long-term fiscal sense.

LOWERING CLASS SIZE

This session, I am co-author of a bill to provide money to districts expressly directed towards hiring additional 

teachers to lower class sizes. As a former educator, I saw that the smaller my classes were, the more attention I was 

able to give students, and the more academically successful they were. This bill has already passed the Education 

Committee in the Senate. Unfortunately, House leaders from the majority party haven’t granted this bill a hearing.


