
 
 
 
March 29, 2019 
 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representatives 
c/o Majority Leader Ryan Winkler 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Members of the Minnesota House of Representatives:  
 
Cooperative Network is one of the largest associations of its kind in the country and serves more 
than 250 member-cooperatives. Our members are owned by millions of residents throughout 
Minnesota and Wisconsin and include member-owned farm supply, dairy marketing, livestock 
marketing, financial, health care, mutual insurance, processing, electric utility, housing, food, and 
worker-owned cooperatives, among others. 
 
Cooperative Network’s membership includes cooperatives that rely on members of the immigrant 
workforce community who would benefit from passage of House File 1500, which would allow 
undocumented individuals to operate vehicles legally on Minnesota’s roadways. This legislation 
includes critical requirements that these individuals complete driver’s license training, testing and 
general license requirements, as well as securing proper and adequate insurance. 
 
Agriculture is Minnesota's largest basic industry, with about one-fourth of the state's labor force 
employed in agriculture or agriculture-related industries. Cooperatives are integral to Minnesota’s 
agricultural economy, as well as the state’s economy. Our member cooperatives deliver 
commodities, fuel and inputs to our member-owners throughout the state, as well as to markets 
throughout country and world.  
 
Cooperative Network’s member-driven resolutions support comprehensive federal immigration 
legislation that will provide a pathway to improving the stability of a year-round labor workforce in 
rural America.  Absent of any immigration reform legislation passing on the federal level, House File 
1500 is a state-level answer that will assist our cooperative members and their workers to sustain 
and grow the agricultural production and processing footprint in Minnesota.  
 
On behalf of our cooperative members, we respectfully request your support of House File 1500. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dan Smith 
President & CEO 



April 5, 2018 

Members of the Minnesota House of Representatives: 

Minnesota businesses value the contributions of immigrants to our state. Their roles as workers, 
entrepreneurs and consumers are important to the development and growth of our economy and our 
communities.  

Our organizations support HF 1500 (Representative Winkler) for workforce and public safety reasons: 

• Our labor participation rate is second highest nationally. Demographics indicate that as our
population continues to age and as our economy grows, Minnesota will not have the numbers
of people needed to meet labor market needs. Immigrants are a key to this challenge.

• In addition, Minnesota employers rely on immigrant workers to serve their customers. To do
this safely, workers should complete drivers’ license training, testing and licensing requirements,
including securing insurance. We believe this will make roads safer for all drivers.

We appreciate the proposed amendments that address concerns regarding making the non-voting 
notation even more prominent on the license; the removal of non-discrimination provisions relating to 
the Minnesota Human Rights Act; and adjusting the term of the license from four years to two. These 
amendments improve the bill. 

As we wait for a comprehensive solution to immigration on the federal level, we recognize that the state 
also has a role in certain state based issues. H.F 1500 addresses a state based public safety and 
employment concern by requiring immigrants to obtain Minnesota drivers’ licenses.  

Thank you for your consideration of our position. 

Sincerely, 

cc:  Majority Leader Winkler 



 
 
 

April 3, 2019 

 

Members of the House of Representatives 

c/o Majority Leader Ryan Winkler, 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 55155  

 

Dear Members of the Minnesota House of Representatives:  

 

As a farm and rural organization that works for vibrant rural communities and a sustainable and just 

farm and food system, we urge you to support HF 1500. 

 

The Land Stewardship Project is dedicated to creating transformational change in our food and 

farming system and at the core of all our work are the values of stewardship, justice and democracy. 

These values lead us to strongly support this legislation.  

 

We believe that everyone should have access to driving privileges by being able to apply and obtain a 

Minnesota Driver’s License, regardless of their immigration status. We cannot have a just and 

sustainable farm and food system without equity for all families, including the many immigrants who 

live and work throughout rural and urban Minnesota. Currently, undocumented residents cannot 

obtain a driver’s license, meaning the numerous undocumented residents and workers in our state are 

not being treated as essential part of our communities. Undocumented Minnesotans are crucial to our 

state and must not be pushed to and left in the margins. 

 

Each person, no matter where they come from or what they look like, must have equal rights and 

privileges. We urge you to support House File 1500 and advance equity and safety in Minnesota. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Land Stewardship Project and Members of the LSP State Policy Steering Committee: 

 

      
Amanda Babcock   Kristi Pursell    Paul Sobocinski 

LSP State Policy Organizer  Farmer, Northfield   Hog Farmer, Wabasso  
 

       
Jim Falk    Dori Eder    Ted Winter  

Farmer, Murdock   Farmer, Minneapolis   Farmer, Fulda 

 

   
Kathleen Mary Kiemen, SSND  Al Perish 

Roseville                       Retired Dairy Farmer, Browerville 







 

 

Members of the House of Representatives  

c/o Majority Leader Ryan Winkler, 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. St. Paul, MN 55155 

 

March 29, 2019 

Members of the Minnesota House of Representatives, 

I am to write to express our strong support for HF1500, my name is Gustavo Rivera, I am 43 years old. I 
have lived in Minnesota since 1996. I am married and have Three Children who are United State Citizens. 
On April 4, 2012, I opened a small business of used vehicles in the city of St Paul. The reason I opened my 
business was to be able to help and support my community and individuals during the process of buying 
and selling vehicles. By speaking in their preferred language Spanish, customers will feel confident and 
safer. 

On October 31, 2018, I was notified by the Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV) located on the second 
floor of Sears Store that dealers could no longer sell and transfer vehicle titles to people holding a 
Foreign Identification or Passport. 90% percent of my clients are from the Hispanic Immigrant 
Community. When I learned this, I knew that I had a serious problem, since we could no longer make 
sales to those who do not have a U.S. identification or passport. 
 
I understand this law was made in 2002. It was not implemented until October 31, 2018. I do not 
understand why it took the DMV 16 years to begin to enforce the law that now prevents me from doing 
my job. For the past 7 years I have been able to sell and transfers vehicle titles to people who have 
foreign identification or foreign passport. 
 
At this time my business is being negatively affected by this law. I can no longer sell vehicles to my 
previous customers if they do not have a proper state identification or passport. There for, I am asking 
you to support HF1500, so that I will be able to carry out my business and continue to support 
Minnesota's economy as it continues to grow. 
 
We strongly urge the House of Representatives to pass HF1500, as it represents an important and 
responsible way to increase safety and security in Minnesota. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Gustavo Rivera 

Grises Investment LLC 
East Side Auto Sales LLC 
DBA Rivera Auto Sales 
Tel 651-245-2799 
www.riveraautosale.com  
email riveragust@gmail.com 

http://www.riveraautosale.com/
http://www.riveraautosale.com/
mailto:riveragust@gmail.com
mailto:riveragust@gmail.com
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