Economic Benefits

OF BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT

When brownfields are successfully redeveloped, local businesses thrive and new business open,
providing new jobs for locals and housing to match; larger tax bases provide funding for important
public amenities; and market demand for compact development is met.

private dollars leveraged, on average, for every
38 dollar in grant funding from DEED’s Contamination
Cleanup and Investigation grant program

greenfield development occupies

0 an avera%e 2-4 TIMES more land
5 - 11.5/0 than infill development

increase in nearby
residential property values
after redevelopment

jobs leveraged by EPA’s nationwide
Brownfield Program in Fiscal Year 2018

Block 518

Block 518 transformed an underutilized downtown block into high-density
office, commercial, residential, and a parking ramp over 1.4 acres. The develop-
ment includes a 7-story office, 5-story office, 5-story mixed use building, and a
parking ramp. Block 518 created 414 full-time jobs, an upgrade from 18 prior
to redevelopment. The tax base increased by $525,375. The redevelopment led
to a greater diversity in commercial and residential uses, spurring investment in
adjacent properties and revitalizing the Mankato City Center.
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When brownfields are successfully redeveloped, energy is distributed and used more efficiently;
car trips become shorter and less frequent; and undeveloped greenspace - critical to habitat
connectivity, biodiversity, climate resilience, and carbon-sequestration — is preserved,
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Community Benefits

OF BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT

When brownfields are successfully redeveloped, neighborboods become more connected; the health
risks associated with air and water pollutants and inactivity decrease; and transporation
options for non-drivers become more widely available.

Capitol Region Watershed District

The Capitol Region Watershed District (CRWD) adopted green build-
ing principles including stormwater management, energy efficiency,
and material reuse from the previous building. The CRWD wanted
to develop a new office, educational facility, and semi-public green
spaces for community members. The project utilized wood from in-

vasive species harvested in St. Paul in much of the building design.
The CRWD also includes a unique stormwater recycling system, us-
ing rain collected from the roof to flush toilets, rinse sample bottles,
and for interactive exhibits.
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