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National Kidney and Urologic Diseases Information Clearinghouse

The Growing Burden of Kidney Disease

Kidney disease statistics for the United
States convey the burden of chronic
kidney disease (CKD) and end-stage renal
disease (ESRD). Based on these statis-
tics, researchers can estimate the size of
the ESRD population in years to come
and gauge the need for resources such as
dialysis and transplant clinics to treat the
growing ESRD population.

Over time, kidney disease statistics show
trends and movement. For example, sta-
tistics show which ethnic and age groups
and geographical regions have the highest

Definitions

chronic kidney disease (CKD):
any condition that causes reduced
kidney function over a period of

time. CKD is present when a patient’s
glomerular ilration rate remains below
60 millliters per minute for more than
3months or when a patient’s urine
albumin-to-creatinine ratio is over

30 milligrams (mg) of albumin for each
gram (g) of creatinine (30 mg/g).

incidence of kidney disease. This demo-
graphic information helps direct targeted
programs to the people who need them
most. Statistics can later help measure
progress in preventing and treating kidney
disease. With the knowledge provided

by statistics, researchers and health care
providers can make great gains in the fight
against kidney disease.

Unless otherwise noted, the following
statistics are from the United States Renal
Data System’s 2010 Annual Data Report and
2011 Annual Data Report.

end-stage renal disease (ESRD): total
and permanent kidney failure. When
the kidneys fail, the body retains fluid.
Harmful wastes build up. A person with
ESRD needs treatmentto replace the
work of the failed kidneys.

acute kidney injury (AKI): sudden,
temporary, and sometimes fatal loss of
kidney function

incidence: the number of new cases

Onein10

American adults,
more than

20 million, have
some level of CKD.

Source: Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
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Caucasians

Patient Survival Rates for Dialysis and Transplant Patients

At85.5 percent, the 5-year survival rate for transplant patients is more than twice the 35.8 percent
survival rate for dialysis patients.

Patient Survival Rates by Dialysis and Transplant
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ESRD Costs in Billions
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Costs per Patient
= ESRD annual expenditures per patient have increased slightly in recent years.

= From 2006 to 2007, transplant costs per patient decreased but increased again in 2008.

Annual ESRD Treatment Costs per Patient
for HD, PD, Transplantation (Tx), and all ESRD

= Yearly costs for treating a patient on HD are nearly triple the costs for treating a transplant patient
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