Hello,
My name is Dr. Anna Bohlinger and I am a healthcare professional working with PrairieCare Residential
Services in Maple Grove, MN. I am writing in support of HF725 / SF782 to provide extended time
revenue to school districts to provide education through the summer for students in residential, mental
health, or juvenile justice placements.
This is an important piece of legislation for the health, wellbeing, and future of youth and families in
Minnesota. Youth in the facility I work with live all around the state and an educated population is a
healthier one. The youth I serve in residential treatment are working hard at improving their lives and
becoming healthier young people and citizens. This bill is important to me because of so many of the
youth we serve are behind in school by the time they meet us; helping kids catch up in school is so
important for helping them catch emotionally and socially when they get to go home to their real lives
and communities again.
Thank you for positively considering this bill. I appreciate your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Anna Bohlinger, PhD LMFT
Clinical Supervisor
PrairieCare Residential Services
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Dear Members of the Education Finance Committee:
NAMI Minnesota strongly supports HF 725 which would provide extended time revenue for
students placed in a residential facility or juvenile justice facility.
When a child or teen is placed in a residential facility, they spend part of their day in treatment.
This means that many are not receiving a full day of education. They are also being educated by
the school where the facility is located, so may not have formed a relationship with the teachers.
More than likely, their symptoms were interfering with their being successful in school before
they were even admitted to the treatment facility, so they were already lagging behind their
peers.
Many teens with a serious mental illness drop out of school and never graduate. Missing school,
symptoms interfering with learning and feeling unsuccessful in school all contribute to poor
graduation rates. Supporting these students to have access to additional classroom time during
the summer will help them to catch up to their peers and to be more successful in school.
Please support HF 725. Thank you.
Sincerely,

Sue Abderholden, MPH
Executive Director
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February 16, 2021
To: House Education Finance Committee
At Volunteers of America of Minnesota we are deeply committed to serving children, youth,
and families with services that meet their unique needs. We operate three children's residential
treatment facilities in the state of Minnesota for children and adolescents who have histories of
trauma and struggle with serious mental illness. Over the years, we have helped thousands of
children return to stability after trauma crisis.
Today, we are writing in support of HF725 which would provide extended time revenue to
school districts that educate students at residential treatment facilities providing mental health
or juvenile justice services. This bill would ensure that school districts can provide extended
time academic support to our residents to help them return to stability and a successful life in
community.
One in five young people experience a mental health problem during their school years. For
millions of children, treatment can transform lives-but not nearly enough have access to care.
At Volunteers of America of Minnesota, we are working to close this gap. It is widely
acknowledged that youth with mental illnesses and their families need access to the right level
of mental health treatment at the right time including, when appropriate, residential treatment
services. At the core of our "never give up" approach is a belief that all youth have the ability to
reach their full potential. Your support of HF725 bill is greatly needed and appreciated, and its
passage will promote efforts to ensure all children and adolescents have educational stability
and support that meet their needs.
Once again, thank you for your leadership and service on behalf of children, youth, and families.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at Julie.Manworren@voamn.org if you have any
questions.
Sincerely,

Julie Manwarren
President and CEO
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