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INFO ON THE NORTHERN MINNESOTA VETERANS HOME

1. Northern Minnesota’s Veterans are geographically isolated from the state’s existing Veterans Homes and are underserved in this large sixteen county region which includes Beltrami, Cass, Clearwater, Crow Wing, Hubbard, Itasca, Kittson, Koochiching, Lake of the Woods, Mahnomen, Marshall, Norman, Pennington, Polk, Red Lake, and Roseau. 

· Approximately 27,658 Veterans live in the Northern Minnesota counties.

· There are 18,155 Veterans living in Beltrami County and its nine surrounding counties according to the American Community Survey of 2015.

· The nearest Veterans Home to Bemidji is Fergus Falls a distance of 128 miles. 

2. Northern Minnesota is experiencing a rapidly aging Veterans population.

· 77.2% of the veterans living in the 16 counties are over age 55.

· In the 2011 ACS survey, 50% of the veterans in the 16 counties were over age 65; this has now increased to 55.1%. 

· Health care needs for these older Veterans is increasing especially for Vietnam War Veterans.

3. Northern Minnesota is home to a high concentration of American Indian Veterans.

· Red Lake, Leech Lake, White Earth, and Bois Forte reservations are all located in the 16-county catchment area.

· 1,036 American Indian Veterans live in the 16 counties.

· 35% of Minnesota American Indian Veterans live in Northern Minnesota. 



Northern Minnesota Veterans Data
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Population (over 18) # of Veterans Percentage

Beltrami

33964 3404 0.100

Cass

22463 3094 0.138

Clearwater

6558 845 0.129

Crow Wing

48803 5735 0.118

Hubbard

16189 2085 0.129

Itasca

35682 4437 0.124

Kittson

3503 318 0.091

Koochiching

10460 1174 0.112

Lake of the Woods

3199 405 0.127

Mahnomen

3807 393 0.103

Marshall

7267 642 0.088

Norman

5156 500 0.097

Pennington

10814 989 0.091

Polk

24134 2293 0.095

Red Lake

3058 264 0.086

Roseau

11670 1080 0.093

Totals 246727 27658 0.112

Source:  2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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				Population (over 18)		# of Veterans		Percentage

		Beltrami		33964		3404		0.100

		Cass		22463		3094		0.138

		Clearwater		6558		845		0.129

		Crow Wing		48803		5735		0.118

		Hubbard		16189		2085		0.129

		Itasca		35682		4437		0.124

		Kittson		3503		318		0.091

		Koochiching		10460		1174		0.112

		Lake of the Woods		3199		405		0.127

		Mahnomen		3807		393		0.103

		Marshall		7267		642		0.088

		Norman		5156		500		0.097

		Pennington		10814		989		0.091

		Polk		24134		2293		0.095

		Red Lake		3058		264		0.086

		Roseau		11670		1080		0.093

		Totals		246727		27658		0.112



		Source:  2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 
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Veterans Age by percentage
(Northern MN Average)
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77% of Veterans in Northern MN are currently

‘over 85; by 2020 this will be 80% (projected)




