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Letter of Support for HF5

January 11, 2023

Minnesota House of Representatives
Education Policy Committee

571 State Office Building

St. Paul, MN 55155

Dear Chair Pryor and Committee Members,

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Minnesota, the state’s largest health plan, co-chairs the Hunger-Free
Schools coalition and stands in strong support of HF5. Blue Cross has a long history of working to
address public health issues in our state, and in 2020 declared racism as a public health crisis. This
proposal is in strong alignment with that commitment and would make a significant impact on
addressing racial and health inequities in our state.

Young people need consistent fuel and proper nutrition to thrive in school. But today, 1 in 6
Minnesota children is food-insecure — an unacceptably high rate of hunger. School meals are a
critical source of nutrition for many children, helping them learn and be active in the short term, and
thrive academically, physically, and emotionally in the long term. Additionally, as we have
experienced through the COVID 19 pandemic, a permanent Hunger-Free Schools solution would
address episodic periods of food insecurity encountered or recent food insecurity issues from loss of
employment or loss of a loved one who were the main financial providers.

We urge you to support HF5 so that all children can receive the nourishment they need to be
successful in school. HF5 can help to ensure a healthier future for all and a more resilient Minnesota.

Sincerely,
Bukata Hayes

Vice President of Racial and Health Equity and Chief Equity Officer
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota
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