February 23, 2022
MN House of Representatives
Chair Ruth Richardson

Dear Education Policy Committee members,
Please find enclosed letters of support from students, educators, and community members in
favor of HF 550 Climate Justice Education Bill.
1. Cate Stacy, Rochester student
2. Laura Sunnarborg, Mound student
3. Josh Leonard, Stillwater educator
4. Buff Grace, Stillwater parent
5. Cyrus Butler, Mahtomedi educator
6. Kathryn Iverson, Edina grandmother
7. Jothsna Harris, Woodbury parent
8. Matthew Floding, Minneapolis clergyperson
9. Libby Kramer, Minneapolis student
10. Patience Caso, Minneapolis education professional
11. Charles Lyon, Minneapolis parent
12. Claire Ramadan, St. Paul student
13. Hannah Pierson, St. Paul educator and parent
14. Finn Zwank, St. Paul student
15. Randy Snyder, St. Paul educator
16. Angela Wroblewski, St. Paul educator
17. Stephanie Harris, St. Paul educator
18. Jaya Bird, St. Paul student
19. Sharon Jerzyk, St. Paul educator
20. Luna Scorzelli, St. Paul community member
21. Tia Theisen, St. Paul educator
22. Hailey Imholte, St. Paul student
23. Erin Rogers, St. Paul educator
24. Terese Fuentes, St. Paul educator
25. Lorraine Seath, St. Paul educator
26. Jenny Markert, St. Paul educator
27. Thomas Lucy, St. Paul parent and educator
28. Silja Earl-Torniainen, St. Paul student
29. Zora Vorhes, student
30. Carol Grady, educator
31. Joey Hitchcock, student
32. Chris Heeter, The Wild Institute
33. Chris Conry, 100% Campaign

To the Chair and Committee Members,
My name is Laura Sunnarborg and I am a student from Mound Westonka writing in favor of the
Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
At my small, suburban high school, we spend about 1 week in 9th grade physical science talking
about climate change and that’s it. During this week, we don’t learn about the actual human
impacts of climate change, more about the technologies and various forms of renewable energy.
These are definitely super important to learn about too, but climate justice should be at the
forefront since it impacts so many people. I am personally very passionate about climate
education and climate justice because I know, scientifically speaking, it is the issue that will
affect the most people the most significantly in the next century and beyond. For that reason,
students should be taught to understand the climate crisis and climate justice surrounding it.
As I rush from class to class in my school, there is no opportunity for me to discuss the evident
effects of the climate crisis that I see with my own eyes. I have witnessed firsthand droughts,
floods, crop failure, and poor air quality impacts across Minnesota. These effects are especially
harmful for BIPOC and low-income communities, and for people with disabilities. We know the
climate crisis is at the root of these issues.
It feels frustrating that my school, which is supposed to prepare me for my future, fails to teach
me about the crisis that will undoubtedly affect my future. Students need to learn how to
equitably address the climate crisis to protect future generations. Students with limited time and
resources do not have access to information about climate justice, which is why teaching this in
school is so important. When we are equipped with accurate information, we can effectively and
equitably create and implement solutions.
Providing education about Climate Change and its impacts is also consistent with Governor
Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes funding a “21st Century Education.”
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of Minnesotans
believed schools should teach about global warming. This was third to only providing funds to
research renewables and implement tax rebates for residents with solar or electric vehicles.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique because it is one of the only youth-led and written
bills in Minnesota. Youth are most affected by the climate crisis. We care about the planet and
our futures, which is why we are eager to learn about climate justice. We are passionate about
learning things that are relevant to our lives, which alleviates the burden teachers feel to have to
motivate their students.

I ask that you please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). Thank you.
Laura Sunnarborg

To the Chair and Committee Members,
My name is Josh Leonard and I am a Science Teacher from Stillwater, MN writing in favor of
the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
I care about climate change because I want to retire, and rely on my savings in my retirement
plans based in a Roth IRA and a 403(b). In other words, my retirement rests in the success of the
stock market, just like millions of other Minnesotans. Climate Change left unchecked will
destabilize the markets, eroding the savings of my retirement, and the retirements of many
people my age (mid 40’s) and younger. What will global climate look like when I am old,
another 40 years from now? How will the elderly fare in a globally unstable climate? I am not
optimistic, nor should you be. We will need today’s children to take care of us in our 80’s and
90’s. If you value retirement, and expect Minnesotans to enjoy our ‘golden years,’ please
consider acting to prepare our future generations for climate change.
More importantly, I have children. Two wonderful boys ages 7 and 10 who have successfully
navigated 2 years of COVID. One has always wanted to be an engineer, and the other wants to
be a geologist when they grow up. They deserve a future where they do not have to navigate
cascading climate disasters. They deserve to enjoy a future that is at least as stable and as
prosperous as what you and I enjoy today. The American Dream of surpassing your parent’s
generation seems unattainable in the face of unchecked Climate Change. I am hoping my
children’s generation will enjoy a life that is at least equal to the stability that we have enjoyed.
This is only possible if you act to prepare students for climate change.
We need our schools to prepare students for the future that will be increasingly shaped by the
climate crisis. Students need to learn how to equitably address the climate crisis to navigate
impacts all around us and to lead solutions that protect future generations. When our schools are
equipped with accurate information, we can effectively and equitably implement solutions led by
the most impacted communities and support students to thrive in a changing future.
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of Minnesotans
believed schools should teach about global warming. Providing education about Climate Change
and its impacts is consistent with Governor Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes
funding a “21st Century Education.” This education is necessary to meet our state’s goals to
address climate change and our need to build a just and sustainable future for all Minnesotans.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique as one of the only youth-led and written bills in
Minnesota, based on surveying of students and educators to develop model curriculum. Youth
are most affected by the climate crisis and are eager to learn about climate justice to be part of
the solution. This bill will help educators access accurate and intersectional tools to effectively

teach climate in their classrooms across subject areas. Schools are the center of our communities
where we must engage in climate solutions needed to build a sustainable and equitable future.
Please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). Thank you.

Josh Leonard
703 4th St N
Stillwater, MN
55082

To the Chair and Committee Members,
My name is Cyrus Butler, and I am a teacher from Saint Paul writing in favor of the Climate
Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
Climate change is a defining issue of our time - if we do not resolve it, we will have no place to
live on this planet. We have seen the impact of climate change in Minnesota with shorter,
warmer winters, and more severe weather events. I believe there is no solution to climate change
without education, so that is why I am supporting educating all Minnesotan students about
Climate Justice.
We are all eyewitnesses to the climate crisis impacting communities across Minnesota. I have
witnessed firsthand droughts, floods, crop failure, and poor air quality impacts across Minnesota.
These effects are especially harmful for BIPOC and low-income communities, and for people
with disabilities. We know the climate crisis is at the root of these issues.
We need our schools to prepare students for the future that will be increasingly shaped by the
climate crisis. Students need to learn how to equitably address the climate crisis to navigate
impacts all around us and to lead solutions that protect future generations. When our schools are
equipped with accurate information, we can effectively and equitably implement solutions led by
the most impacted communities and support students to thrive in a changing future.
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of Minnesotans
believed schools should teach about global warming. Providing education about Climate Change
and its impacts is consistent with Governor Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes
funding a “21st Century Education.” This education is necessary to meet our state’s goals to
address climate change and our need to build a just and sustainable future for all Minnesotans.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique as one of the only youth-led and written bills in
Minnesota, based on surveying of students and educators to develop model curriculum. Youth
are most affected by the climate crisis and are eager to learn about climate justice to be part of
the solution. This bill will help educators access accurate and intersectional tools to effectively
teach climate in their classrooms across subject areas. Schools are the center of our communities
where we must engage in climate solutions needed to build a sustainable and equitable future.
Please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). Thank you.
Cyrus Butler

To the Chair and Committee Members,
My name is Kathryn Iverson and I am a grandmother from Edina writing in favor of the Climate
Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
To support our young people who are clearly seeing the impacts of climate change, we must
allow classroom discussions and education that will address the climate crisis.
We are all eyewitness to the climate crisis impacting communities across Minnesota. I have
witnessed firsthand droughts, floods, crop failure, and poor air quality impacts across Minnesota.
These effects are especially harmful for BIPOC and low-income communities, and for people
with disabilities. We know the climate crisis is at the root of these issues.
We need our schools to prepare students for the future that will be increasingly shaped by the
climate crisis. Students need to learn how to equitably address the climate crisis to navigate
impacts all around us and to lead solutions that protect future generations. When our schools are
equipped with accurate information, we can effectively and equitably implement solutions led by
the most impacted communities and support students to thrive in a changing future.
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of Minnesotans
believed schools should teach about global warming. Providing education about Climate Change
and its impacts is consistent with Governor Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes
funding a “21st Century Education.” This education is necessary to meet our state’s goals to
address climate change and our need to build a just and sustainable future for all Minnesotans.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique as one of the only youth-led and written bills in
Minnesota, based on surveying of students and educators to develop model curriculum. Youth
are most affected by the climate crisis and are eager to learn about climate justice to be part of
the solution. This bill will help educators access accurate and intersectional tools to effectively
teach climate in their classrooms across subject areas. Schools are the center of our communities
where we must engage in climate solutions needed to build a sustainable and equitable future.
Please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). Thank you.
Kathryn J. Iverson

My name is Matthew Floding and I am a clergyperson writing in favor of the
Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
I understand as an important mandate in my faith tradition that we humans have
been given a stewardship relationship to the earth and all its creatures. To
paraphrase Paul Wellstone, “We all flourish when we all flourish.”
I have witnessed firsthand droughts, floods, crop failure, and poor air quality
impacts across Minnesota. These effects are especially harmful for BIPOC and
low-income communities, and for people with disabilities. We know the climate
crisis is at the root of these issues.
As a senior adult, I firmly believe that students need to learn how to equitably
address the climate crisis to protect future generations. Students with limited time
and resources do not have access to information about climate justice, which is
why teaching this in school is so important. When they are equipped with accurate
information, we together can effectively and equitably create and implement
solutions.
Providing education about Climate Change and its impacts is also consistent with
Governor Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes funding a “21st
Century Education.”
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of
Minnesotans believed schools should teach about global warming. This was third
to only providing funds to research renewables and implement tax rebates for
residents with solar or electric vehicles.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique because it is one of the only youth-led
and written bills in Minnesota. Youth are most affected by the climate crisis. They
care about the planet and our futures, which is why they are eager to learn about
climate justice. They are passionate about learning things that are relevant to their
lives, which alleviates the burden teachers feel to have to motivate their students.
I ask that you please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
Thank you.
Matthew Floding
4300 W River Pkwy, #438
Minneapolis, MN 55406

To the Chair and Committee Members,
My name is Libby Kramer and I am a young person writing in favor of the Climate Justice
Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
Throughout my education in Minnesota I have seen an appalling lack of climate education. In
school we are supposed to prepare for our futures while blatantly avoiding the issue that will
directly shape our future, and our present. The climate crisis is no longer an issue we can save for
future generations and the children whose entire lives will be shaped by climate change are the
ones in our schools right now. We have a right to know what we are up against.
I have not only felt frustrated with the lack of science based education about the climate crisis, I
have also felt disappointment in the lack of climate justice education. This crisis affects people in
oppressed communities more and students need to learn about the equitable ways that we can
create solutions to climate change. When we are equipped with accurate information, we can
effectively and equitably create and implement solutions.
Providing education about Climate Change and its impacts is also consistent with Governor
Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes funding a “21st Century Education.”
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of Minnesotans
believed schools should teach about global warming. This was third to only providing funds to
research renewables and implement tax rebates for residents with solar or electric vehicles.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique because it is one of the only youth-led and written
bills in Minnesota. Youth are most affected by the climate crisis. We care about the planet and
our futures, which is why we are eager to learn about climate justice. We are passionate about
learning things that are relevant to our lives, which alleviates the burden teachers feel to have to
motivate their students.
I ask that you please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). Thank you.
Libby Kramer

February 22, 2022
Dear Chair and Committee Members,
My name is Patience Caso and I am an environmental education program manager professionally
and have worked in the environmental field for over 20 years. As someone who grew up in
Minnesota with virtually no environmental or social justice education until college, I am writing
in favor of the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
We are all eyewitness to the climate crisis impacting communities across Minnesota. In my
lifetime, I have witnessed more severe droughts, flooding, strange winters, and increasingly poor
air quality impacts across Minnesota. These effects are especially harmful for Black, Indigenous,
and people of color, low-income residents, and people with disabilities.
Something really important to me is the impact of environmental pollution and climate change
on people and animals. The devastation families feel when they lose family members or their
pets due to weather disasters, which are exacerbated by continued climate change, is almost
incomprehensible. Lives are uprooted and some face insurmountable obstacles to recovery from
these disasters.
It's too late to stop climate change, but passing HF550/SF666 now can help combat and mitigate
the problems associated with climate change. We have to prepare and adapt. Climate justice
education helps prepare and protect future generations.
When our schools are equipped to deliver climate justice education, we can effectively and
equitably implement solutions led by the most impacted communities and support students to
thrive in a changing future.
I am not alone. A majority of Minnesotans believe schools should teach about global warming.
Providing education about Climate Change and its impacts is consistent with the Governor’s Due
North Education Plan which prioritizes funding a “21st Century Education.”
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique as one of the only youth-led and written bills at the
Minnesota legislature right now. Youth understand the urgency of the climate crisis and are
eager to learn about climate justice to be part of the solution. This bill will help educators access
the tools they need to effectively teach climate in their classrooms across subject areas. Schools
are an important venue to educate and engage youth in learning about and implementing the
climate solutions we need to build a sustainable and equitable future.
HF550/SF666 will help Minnesota meet our state’s goals to address climate change and our need
to build a just and sustainable future for all Minnesotans.
Please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). Thank you.
Patience Caso
Minneapolis, MN

To the Chair and Committee Members,
My name is Zora Vorhes and I am a student writing in favor of the Climate Justice Education
Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
One of the constant anxieties in my life is the climate crisis. Ever since I learned of climate
change in elementary school I have been so worried about what could happen to our wonderful
earth. Living in California for most of elementary and middle school I witnessed first hand
droughts and crop failure. Living in Minnesota I have seen floods and extreme air quality across
the state. These effects are especially harmful for BIPOC and low-income communities, and for
those with disabilities. The climate crisis is at the root of these issues.
It is so frustrating to go to school everyday and have little to no education regarding the climate
crisis and climate justice. My education should prepare me for my future, and time after time it
has failed to teach my peers and I about the climate crisis. This crisis will undoubtedly affect my
future. As a student, I need to learn how to equitably address the climate crisis to protect future
generations. So many people from older generations have shared their regret in not doing more to
stop climate change from happening. I am busy everyday with homework, extracurricular
activities, and more that I don’t have the time to get more information about climate justice.
Many students also have limited time and resources which causes limited access to information
on climate justice. This is why teaching about these topics in school is so important to our
generation and future generations’ futures. When we are equipped with accurate information, we
can effectively and equitably create and implement solutions.
Providing education about Climate Change and its impacts is also consistent with Governor
Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes funding a “21st Century Education.”
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of Minnesotans
believed schools should teach about global warming. This was third to only providing funds to
research renewables and implement tax rebates for residents with solar or electric vehicles.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique because it is one of the only youth-led and written
bills in Minnesota. Youth are most affected by the climate crisis. It is so important to implement
bills written by people from my generation if they will end up affecting our education. We care
about the planet and our futures, which is why we are eager to learn about climate justice. We are
passionate about learning things that are relevant to our lives, which alleviates the burden
teachers feel to have to motivate their students.
I ask that you please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). Thank you.
Zora Vorhes

To the Chair and Committee Members,
My name is Joey Hitchcock and I am a young queer person writing in favor of the Climate
Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666).
*I care about climate change since Earth is the only planet like it in our solar system and it’s out
home. I first learned about climate change when I was 5 years old and I did a project about
polar bears. As I grew up I never heard about climate change in school again till I was 11.
Climate change is a real problem that everyone can help to mitigate.*
As I rush from class to class in my school, there is no opportunity for me to discuss the evident
effects of the climate crisis that I see with my own eyes. I have witnessed firsthand droughts,
floods, crop failure, and poor air quality impacts across Minnesota. These effects are especially
harmful for BIPOC and low-income communities, and for people with disabilities. We know the
climate crisis is at the root of these issues.
It feels frustrating that my school, which is supposed to prepare me for my future, fails to teach
me about the crisis that will undoubtedly affect my future. Students need to learn how to
equitably address the climate crisis to protect future generations. Students with limited time and
resources do not have access to information about climate justice, which is why teaching this in
school is so important. When we are equipped with accurate information, we can effectively and
equitably create and implement solutions.
Providing education about Climate Change and its impacts is also consistent with Governor
Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes funding a “21st Century Education.”
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of Minnesotans
believed schools should teach about global warming. This was third to only providing funds to
research renewables and implement tax rebates for residents with solar or electric vehicles.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique because it is one of the only youth-led and written
bills in Minnesota. Youth are most affected by the climate crisis. We care about the planet and
our futures, which is why we are eager to learn about climate justice. We are passionate about
learning things that are relevant to our lives, which alleviates the burden teachers feel to have to
motivate their students.
I ask that you please support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). Thank you.
_____Joey Jitchcock_______

To the Chair and Committee Members,
I rarely take the time to write. You know all of the busy excuses I could say, but this bill stops
me in my tracks in order to send my strongest endorsement in favor of the Climate Justice
Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666). And I hope it stops you in your very busy tracks as well.
My name is Chris Heeter. I have been a wilderness guide for 33 years, running my own
business, The Wild Institute (www.thewildinstitute.com), since 2001. I live in Bloomington,
where I heat my home with wood, have a very large organic garden, am part of a community
solar farm, and try to keep making changes in terms of sustainability and preserving resources.
And...it’s not nearly enough. What is upon us in terms of climate change will not be impacted by
individuals acting independently.
I know you know this. We need to take on this climate crisis in much much bigger, collective
ways. For the good of everyone and everything that calls this planet home, we can’t afford to do
anything less than everything possible.
An essential component of making this kind of change and impact is to educate our children, and
let them educate us. In this case, this bill that is before you is youth-led and written, based on
surveying of students and educators to develop model curriculum. Think about that for a
moment. Our youth are asking/demanding more knowledge. They know we need to look
squarely at what we adults sometimes would rather not see.
Youth are most affected by the climate crisis and are eager to learn about climate justice to be
part of the solution. This bill will help educators access accurate and intersectional tools to
effectively teach climate in their classrooms across subject areas. Schools are the center of our
communities where we must engage in climate solutions needed to build a sustainable and
equitable future.
It’s a fair ask—our youth want information and time and space to help be part of the solution.
The least we can do is say Yes and offer them tools and information and support as we all reckon
with the devasting impacts of climate change.
We are all eyewitness to the climate crisis impacting communities across Minnesota. In
wilderness areas, it is overwhelmingly evident. From droughts and floods and massive storms,
to increased tic populations, species moving north, bumping other species out of the territory.
Indeed even trees have changed—boreal forests are losing ground as temperatures rise. There
are so many examples, I could fill pages.
In domesticated lands, it is no better, crop failure and poor air quality impacts are felt across
Minnesota. These effects are especially harmful for BIPOC and low-income communities, and
for people with disabilities. We know the climate crisis is at the root of these issues.
We need our schools to prepare students for the future that will be increasingly shaped by the
climate crisis. Students need to learn how to equitably address the climate crisis to navigate
impacts all around us and to lead solutions that protect future generations. When our schools are

equipped with accurate information, we can effectively and equitably implement solutions led by
the most impacted communities and support students to thrive in a changing future.
I am not alone. According to the Yale Climate Opinion Maps, in 2019, 78% of Minnesotans
believed schools should teach about global warming. Providing education about Climate Change
and its impacts is consistent with Governor Walz’s Due North Education Plan which prioritizes
funding a “21st Century Education.” This education is necessary to meet our state’s goals to
address climate change and our need to build a just and sustainable future for all Minnesotans.
The Climate Justice Education Bill is unique as one of the only youth-led and written bills in
Minnesota, based on surveying of students and educators to develop model curriculum. Youth
are most affected by the climate crisis and are eager to learn about climate justice to be part of
the solution. This bill will help educators access accurate and intersectional tools to effectively
teach climate in their classrooms across subject areas. Schools are the center of our communities
where we must engage in climate solutions needed to build a sustainable and equitable future.
So please, support the Climate Justice Education Bill (HF 550/SF 666), like your life and the
lives of young people depend on it. Because they do.
Thank you.

Chris Heeter
chris@thewildinstitute.com

100% Campaign
705 Raymond Ave. - Suite 100
Saint Paul, MN 55114
www.100percentmn.org
February 22, 2022
Chair Richardson, Rep. Jordan, Rep. Frazier, and Members of the Committee,
We are writing to express our support for HF 550 (Jordan) and HF 3434 (Frazier).
As a campaign focused on advancing equitable climate policies, we know that big challenges need big
solutions. However, we also recognize that big solutions need a big tent. We need Minnesotans across
race and gender, across geography and income to understand that they belong in an equitable clean
energy future. More importantly, we need all Minnesotans, Black, brown, and white, Indigenous and
immigrant, to see that they belong in our state, that
.
For this, we need to ensure that all students receive a comprehensive and accurate education in both
history and science. Since before we were a federal territory, our state has been home to Indigenous
Minnesotans, new Americans, and those born in the United States. Likewise, the lived experiences of
Minnesotans have varied based on our race, gender, sexual orientation, faith, wealth, and where we
live. Some of our history has been marked by profound injustice. Other parts are deeply
inspiring.
together.
Likewise, studying climate science is a way for us to prepare for our shared future. Every Minnesotan is
For some of us, the
impact is more extreme weather. For others,
. For some,
work or visit or own. We can only take on these challenges squarely if we study them, understanding
their causes and imagining their solutions.
House File 550 would provide support and guidance for schools to be able to educate their students
about climate justice. This bill, created with students themselves, is a step in the right direction. It would
set up an age-appropriate curriculum that centers science and contextualizes climate change impacts.
House File 3434 would create a one semester-long ethnic studies requirement for Minnesota high school
students. To design the course requirement, the bill proposes the robust engagement of students,
parents, educators, and community members via a new Ethnic Studies Task Force to be led by the
Minnesota Department of Education. It also appropriates the funds the state and school districts can use
to assess the need for, plan, implement, and evaluate the requirement in each district.
Taken together, House File 550 and House File 3434 would better prepare Minne
complex challenges we all face.
Thank you for your time and consideration,

Chris Conry
Campaign Director
100% Campaign
705 Raymond Ave. - Suite 100
Saint Paul, MN 55114

