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Alicensing requirement shuts down businesses used as fronts,
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mors from minnsapolis

A e licensing requirernent Tor Ming massage businesses is Sfinnespolis will seon havs
halping atborities flght sex trafficking in alty ~ and has already more nalis for diaabisd
led to the closure of & dozen unticensed establishmends. BuUSlOaE

The new tules. which were passed by the City Council in 2013, wert East Phillps residonts back
1?‘11'{} fu.H affact in j}séy. They require home bu;meases o pay an annugal “grearn zons’
ficensing fee of $54 and larger massage businesses 1o pay §1440. The

aaew rules also cutling a variely of “undawiul acts” that could resuitin a Folioe shuse onds an S

citation ar rewoked license. The goal was fo make it harder for Fal bigh sehost fostball
srostiiution rings and other Blegal outfis o thive under the guise of Fiid

the mass
reguire i

o DUsingss — an indusiiy that in Minnesota does not
nsing by the slate.

Cificlals say tightening up the rules Tor message businesses has led
to a dramatic reduction in the ime it takes to siop legal activity. in the
pasl, & reghbors Hp concerning sclivily &t a business woulid oBen
teave officials with litle rovs for recourse, short of & formal
undercover vestigation. Mow, & not rr the city about licensing
rutes Fas been anough o gat many businesses to shut down or
PR,

“We really an efficient way of degling with the Hegal businesses and
geting there b the victims of sex trafficking can be victimized,”
sald Cavdr, Bre 5, wWho heads up the Minneapols Police

Davarbment division that investigates sex orimes.

Betwesn March and December, a dozen husinesses closed thel
doors. Three were cited for unlicensed aclivity: all three for “prohibited
acts” and one for refusing to allow aninspection. Of the three, two are
appealing thelr citations and a third paid the ciiation before closing.

Unlawful acts in the city's ovdinance include the empioyment of
workers under age 18, nudity and inappropriate fondling.

The closed businesses were locsted across the cify, with most in
Loring Park or south Minneapoels neighborhicods.

Linda Roberls, the city's assistant manager of licensing and consumer
services, said the new rules aiso helped bring the massage business
out of the unusual — and cutdated — place it occupied in the city
cade. in the past, message services were regulated only by the
zoning code, which technically aliowed them only downtown and




linked them with adull entertainment businesses,

Roberts said Councll Member Elizabath Glidden, who led the effort for
the new ordinance, worked with legitimate massage husinesses o
develop rules that would strengthen their position white making it
easter to stomp out illegal activity.

“We took the e to meet with them and | was quile a diverse group
of businesses, to make sure we were meeting thelr needs,” she said,

Minneapolis’ ordinance followed a handfut of similar maves by other
cities in the area. Bf Paul has had massage Heensing regulations for
several years, but some suburban communilies sfepped up theiyr
reguiations more recenty.

Officials in Apple Valiey and Woodbury said no businesses have bean
shut down of cited since their ordinances have gone into effect. in
Eden Prairie, officials are not yel enforcing the ordinance oh the
books, opling instead to tweak # to ensure i belter protects legitimate
businesses.

Jaseon Erickson, president of the Minnesota chapter of the Amarican
Massage Therapy Association, said many local indushry professionals
fwve bean suppordive of changes that fend legitimacy to thek
busineszes. But he sald some ars concemed about communiiies that
have inposed high licensing fees without consulling massage
professionals aboul how best o dentify fraud,

“A ot of the city ordinances that have been writter and are on the
hocks ware writlen essentialy by e police deparimeants” he said.
‘And their concarms ars not the same as those of nwssage
therapists”

Orther afforts tried

At & Friday community meeting on the topic of sex rafficking, Glidden
told the audience that the oify is frving to tackie the issue of sex
trafficking —- particularly among underage vistims -— from more
angies. In addiion to the massage orginanes, officials are working to
train & variety of city staff members, including buitding inspeciors, fo
spot andg report activity that could fnvoive prostituiion or ather crimes.

Al ihe same mesting, & police official said last year the poliog
dapariment arrested about 20 men for runaing sex frade aperations.
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