
Brett Huber, Senior: 

 

Thank you Chairman Mariani and members of the committee. For the record, my name is Brett Warner 

Huber, Senior. I am the father of Brett Warner Hubert, Junior, my deceased son. I’m also a son, a father, 

a husband, a granddad, and a heart-lander. My folks live in Murray county on Lake Sarah. I’ve just 

purchased land in the area and plan to retire here in Minnesota. I do that because this is a state of good 

people. This is a state of neighbors that care about neighbors. It’s a state of people that are quick to 

wave, quick with a smile, quick to help when needed, and quick to stay out of your business when not 

needed. So, I appreciate this area. I appreciate the people of this area, and I appreciate all of your 

service. 

 

So, a little bit about my background. I’ve been in politics in Alaska for off and on for nearly 30 years. I 

served both as Chief of Staff in Alaska state senate to a number of individuals in the administrative 

branch where my last post was Director of Policy and Communications for the Governor.  

 

This isn’t about me today; it’s about Brett. Brett, Jr. was a beautiful young man. He was a loving family 

member. He was a Christian, both in belief and in practice, and in action. That young man had a super 

intellect and was an amazing physical specimen. He was a caring kid that lived his life by the motto he 

loved, which was ‘be quick to love and slow to judge.’ I’m here for Brett today and for the rest of my 

family not because any of this can affect his horrific outcome, but because he would want to help 

ensure that no other human being’s or their families find themselves in this same situation. I have to tell 

you that many people, and understandably, retreat from a situation like this and grieve. I found myself 

in that same situation after this first occurred, but then understood that it’s important for people not to 

just retreat and grieve, but also dig into the facts and share the stories and raise public awareness, and I 

appreciate the opportunity to help do that today. 

 

Brett was an achiever. He was a varsity wrestler while he was still in junior high. He was a master scuba 

diver at age 11. He was an emergency first responder and a lifeguard as he was a teen. He was a bright 

and witty kid, but my son was also an addict. His drug of choice was MDMA. Brett was not just an addict; 

he was dual diagnosed, his addiction as well as serious anxiety and depression issues. Those came and 

went, and Brett went through that horrible cycle of treatment, recovery, and relapse that’s difficult for 

families, difficult for all involved, but the most difficult for the individual that finds themselves in that 

circumstance. 

 

Brett’s professional career included the Alaska legislature, where he began as a senate page. He went on 

to staff for the co-chairs of the house finance committee for two sessions. He then decided that he 

wanted to try a little bigger pond and was hired and went to work for U.S. Senator Dan Sullivan in 

Washington D.C. I don’t tell you that to exalt Brett. I tell you that to emphasize that no one is immune 

from this situation. No one is immune from the scourge of what drugs and mental illness can do to an 

individual and to a family… no one.  

 

I appreciate you letting me refer to my notes today. 

 

We are absolutely in a crisis situation; I couldn’t agree more. We all know family members, friends, 

neighbors who suffer or have suffered from an addiction or a mental illness. It’s commonplace, right? 

That’s the society that we live in. That’s the difficult times that we live in. 

 



So, on March 18th, 2017, my son suffered a psychotic break. Just days before, he was working in the 

United States Senate. He left his position and was on the way to my parents’ house in Southwest 

Minnesota, when he hooked up with a girl that he knew in the cities and apparently went on one last 

binge. He was taken by her to the hospital in Alexandria. His psychotic break led him to believe that he 

was trying to be killed, that his life was in danger. He fled, stole two vehicles, and was apprehended on 

top of a semi-trailer on I-94. If you haven’t seen the footage, it is difficult, disturbing, horrific in nature, 

but speaks clearly to anybody that has watched it, including over the one million views on the internet, 

that this young man was not in his right mind. After being apprehended, he was taken to Sauk Centre 

Hospital where his irrational fears and behavior continued to be present. During that time and before 

any help was being able to be provided, the Todd County officers arrested Brett and took him to Todd 

County Jail, where he remained without psychiatric evaluation or any mental health treatment until he 

hanged himself on his cell on June 9th of that year. Let me emphasize that again: without a psychiatric 

evaluation, although it was court ordered, without any mental health treatment… from March to June. 

 

There were multiple off roads available to save my son’s life. At the time I didn’t know that. At the time I 

had no idea exactly what was happening within that facility. That’s one of the issues that I hope is 

addressed and could be addressed further by this bill, with the ability to let a family member understand 

what’s going on and be an advocate, especially when somebody’s having mental health situations. I 

talked to the jail repeatedly. I took a leave of absence from my position, came down to my folks’ house, 

presented myself every opportunity I had to visit my son, which was 20 minutes, two days a week, 

through the glass. I tried my best to keep his spirits up, to level him off, to let him know that help was on 

the way, to let him know that he was in a safe place, and that the people there were caring for him.  

 

I find after the fact that it could not have been more wrong. There were multiple incidents: 

hallucinations, visual hallucinations, auditory hallucinations, suicidal ideation, suicidal attempts. Yet all 

of those things took place and still no mental health evaluation and no mental health treatment. At the 

same time I was being told by jail administrators that “your son’s doing fine”, “we’ve got him”,” we’re 

taking good care of your boy”, “your son’s doing fine”… could not have been further from the truth. 

 

So, after Brett’s incident (that’s how it was described to me when they called me). “Your son has had an 

incident.” What’s wrong? Is he okay? “That’s all we can tell you.” So, after discovering what that incident 

was, and that my son was lying on the floor of his jail cell for ten minutes deprived of oxygen while well 

checks were being falsified and nobody was monitoring the camera. I immediately asked for all of the 

information and all of the evidence, and I received nothing from Todd county, not a call back, not a bit of 

information, nothing. So, as often is the case, the only way to get to the bottom of something is to 

litigate. We are not a litigious family. It’s the last thing that we wanted to do, but it is the one thing that 

we had to do to learn the truth. 

 

So, I turn your attention to case number 018-CV-0237-SRN-LIB, which was filed in the U.S. District Court 

on August 8th of 2018. Today’s not about retrying the case. I just like you all to take a look at that if you 

have an opportunity because it is a horrific example of how the current laws and policies are failing not 

just the victims, but the general public. I applaud you all for stepping up and serving the public in the 

capacities that you’ve chosen. It is not a small responsibility; I understand that. It often times comes 

with long hours and little reward; I understand that as well. I have a deep respect for law enforcement. I 

have law enforcement in my family. Part of my purview within the Governor’s Office was the 

Department of Corrections, Department of Public Safety, and Department of Law for the state of Alaska. 

I understand that there are delicate balances and that there are difficulties in dealing with these 

situations, but Minnesota and your county jails are just so far behind the curve that it’s truly, to me, it’s 



just abominable, and I appreciate Representative Long for bringing this bill forward and for you all for 

hearing the bill today. 

 

So, this pattern of misconduct, I had no idea, but a young man died in the facility a month before my son 

did… had no idea. Two jail inspections were performed in the years before my son’s death, where well 

checks were being falsified or not being conducted, where all of the problems that were identified that 

led to Brett’s demise were identified previously, yet nothing was done about it. This is a small first step. I 

agree with the Commissioner. I think there’s a lot of things that the Commissioner can do 

administratively to help in this situation as well, and I look forward to seeing that happen. I hear the 

words, but I’m a trust and verify guy, so I’ll be glad to be involved in this process as we continue through 

the process. 

 

So, this was not just a decision made by a kid that we thought was okay. My wife is the Deputy 

Commissioner of the Department of Corrections in Alaska. My daughter is a clinician in the Ventura 

county jail. This was a family decision. My 84-year-old father went and visited Brett in jail. We all came 

up to the determination that he needed this psychiatric evaluation, he needed this mental health help, 

and the safest place for our son was to leave him in the Todd county facility. We could have not possibly 

been more wrong, and I could not possibly be more disappointed in the actions that led up to his death, 

and the actions of the other jails that have just made these statistics untenable. Fifty deaths between 

2000 and 2015, according to your own legislative audit, and 50 deaths following that, twice the national 

average in suicide rate.  

 

I don’t blame any one individual, but I think as a society, we have to do better. As a group of individuals, 

we have to do better. These are people that are at their lowest point, at their most vulnerable point. I 

said before, my son was a Christian. He, like I, believe that we were all made in God’s image. The time 

that the people need the help the most is the time that we ought to be there for them. That is not the 

case. It is proven not to be the case.  

 

I no longer have a son. My son and daughter no longer have a brother. My 87 and 82-year old parents 

are still suffering daily from his loss. We can’t do anything about Brett, but I know Brett would want to 

say this to you: please. God, please do what is within your power to make things better. If it’s a small 

sequential step, be that as it may, take that step. Fifty years of archaic system that is failing has to be 

addressed. 

 

So, thank you again for the opportunity to testify. I’ll be happy to participate with this bill or other issues 

as it goes through the process. I have nothing more important right now than to make sure that no 

other young man or no other family goes through the same type of horror that way too many families 

have already. Thank you for your time today. 

 


