
 

Research Department Minnesota House of Representatives 600 State Office Building 
 R:\HRD_Summ\2014\2883de2 Hortman.be.docx  Last printed 4/25/2014 4:14:00 PM 

   HOUSE RESEARCH  

    Bill Summary 
FILE NUMBER: H.F. 2883 DATE: April 25, 2014 

 Version: The delete everything amendment (H2833DE2) 

   

 Authors: Hortman 

 Subject: Greenhouse gas emissions 

 Analyst: Bob Eleff  

 

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request.  Please call 651-296-6753 

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance.  Summaries are 

also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd/. 

 

 

Overview 

House File 2883 modifies language prohibiting the construction of an electric 

generating facility in the state after 2006 or the purchase of electricity from such a 

plant located in other states unless: (1) a comprehensive law substantially 

reducing statewide carbon dioxide emissions from power plants is operating; or 

(2) the carbon dioxide emissions associated with the new sources of electricity are 

offset; or (3) other existing statutory exemptions apply. 

Section   

1  [216H.03] Subd. 2. Definition; statewide power sector carbon dioxide emissions.  

Defines “statewide power sector carbon dioxide emissions” as emissions from both in-state 

electric generation and emissions tied to generation procured outside the state by a retail 

supplier under an agreement to purchase capacity or power.  Specifies that emissions 

associated with electricity purchased for retail sale in Minnesota from an RTO or ISO that is 

not part of such a purchase agreement are excluded from the definition. 

2  [216H.03] Subd. 3. Long-term increased emissions from power plants prohibited. 
Prohibits the sale of power from a new large energy facility to Minnesota retail customers if 

the associated emissions would contribute to statewide power sector carbon dioxide 

emissions, provided that no comprehensive law substantially reducing statewide emissions is 

operating.  Specifies that long-term power purchase agreements prohibited by this 

subdivision include agreements to purchase power as well as capacity. 
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3  [216H.03] Subd. 4. Exception for facilities that offset emissions.  Exempts from 

prohibitions in subdivision 3, a proponent of a new large energy facility in Minnesota or a 

supplier of electricity to Minnesota retail customers who demonstrates that it will offset the 

new contributions to statewide power sector carbon dioxide emissions. 

Clarifies that one method of offsetting emissions is to purchase carbon dioxide allowances 

from a carbon dioxide cap and trade system operated by one or more states. 

 


