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Overview 

This bill authorizes St. Louis county to appropriate money for more than one county fair 

and is intended to clarify and retain the status of its four fairgrounds as exempt from 

property taxation. 
  

1         St. Louis county fair. Modifies the St. Louis county law to permit the county to appropriate money 

for multiple county fairs. 

Background. St. Louis County has four county fairs (two of which are called regional fairs). Because 

its law only allows the county to appropriate money for one county fair (and the general law similarly 

appears to limit counties to one county fair), this called into question the tax exempt status of the 

fairground property as government or public property. The assessor has exempted the fairground 

property under the statute that exempts property owned by institutions of purely public charity. 

However, 2009 changes (effective for taxes payable in 2011) in that exemption required these 

properties to be owned by section 501(c)(3) entities, which these fairgrounds are not. As a result, this 

change, along with section 2, clarifies that the county may have multiple fairs and that the property is 

exempt from property tax.  

Effective date: Taxes payable in 2012 and later. 

2         Property tax exemption; fairgrounds. States that land and buildings used exclusively by St. Louis 

county as county or community fairgrounds are exempt from property tax. Section 383C.161 

authorizes the county to appropriate money to community fair associations. This appears to be the 

statutory term for the county's "regional" fairs. The author's amendment deletes language related to 

leased lands to prevent this exemption from extending to privately owned property leased for this 

purpose. One of the fairs is on leased land, but the property is owned by a public entity. 

Effective date: Taxes payable in 2012 and later. 

  


