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Overview

This bill adds the definitions of “civilly committed sex offender” and “community
preparation services.” It adds an advisory panel and client grievance procedure
and makes changes to the vocational work program.

Section

1 Specific purchases. Amends § 16C.10, subd. 5. Provides that the state procurement
process in chapter 16C is not required for acquisition of goods and services from Minnesota
sex offender program facilities.

2 Vehicles exempt from tax, fees, or plate display. Amends § 168.012, subd. 1. Adds
unmarked vehicles used in general investigation, surveillance, supervision, and monitoring
by the staff of the DHS Office of Special Investigations and the executive director of the
MSORP to the list of exempt vehicles.

3 Client. Amends § 246B.01, by adding subd. 1a. Defines “civilly committed sex offender”
as a person who is admitted to the MSOP or subject to a hold order as a sexual psychopathic
personality or sexually dangerous person for assessment, diagnosis, treatment, supervision,
or other services provided by MSOP.

4 Community preparation services. Amends § 246B.01, by adding subd. 2a. Defines
“community preparation services” as specialized residential programs or services offered by
MSOP outside a secure treatment facility. A civilly committed sex offender may only be
placed in community preparation services upon an order of the judicial appeal panel.

5 Executive director. Amends § 246B.01, by adding subd. 2b. Defines “executive director”
as the person with overall responsibility for the operation of MSOP, or the person’s
designee.

6 Establishment of Minnesota sex offender program. Amends 8§ 246B.02. Strikes

Research Department Minnesota House of Representatives 600 State Office Building



Page 2

language that refers to the MSOP as a secure treatment facility. Adds language that
describes the program as one that provides specialized sex offender assessment, diagnosis,
care, treatment, and supervision to clients. States that services may include specialized
services at secure facilities, consultative services, aftercare services, community-based
services, transition services, or other services consistent with the mission of DHS.

7 Licensure, advisory panel, and grievance resolution. Amends § 246B.03.

Subd. 1. Licensure. Provides that the MSOP secure treatment facilities are to be
licensed by the commissioner of health as supervised living facilities.

Subd. 2. Advisory panel. Paragraph (a) creates a treatment advisory panel of
four members.

Paragraph (b) lists the responsibilities of the advisory panel.

Paragraph (c) permits the commissioner to enter into contracts to fulfill the
responsibilities of this section.

Subd. 3. Civilly committed sex offender grievance resolution process.
Paragraph (a) requires the executive director to develop a grievance policy and
procedure to address and attempt to resolve client concerns and complaints.

Paragraph (b) permits any civilly committed sex offender who believes an applicable
right under the Health Care Bill of Rights has been violated may file a grievance
under this section or by complaint with the Minnesota Department of Health.

8 Minnesota sex offender program; vocational work program option. Amends §
246B.05.

Subd. 1. Vocational work program option. Changes the existing “employment
option” to the “vocational work program option.” Provides that this program is an
extension of therapeutic treatment so clients can learn skills and work habits while
contributing to the cost of their care. Requires earning generated from the program to
be deposited in the account created in subdivision 2.

Subd. 2. Minnesota sex offender program; vocational work program
account. Creates the vocational work program account in the state treasury.

Subd. 3. Money. Authorizes the commissioner to collect money resulting from
the vocational work program for reinvestment within the program.

9 Vocational work program. Amends § 246B.06. Strikes “Minnesota State Industries” and
substitutes “vocational work program.” Strikes references to patients, and makes references
to clients. Additionally, this section:

« gives the commissioner discretion to set the rate of pay and retain up to 50 percent
of payments to civilly committed sex offender to offset state MSOP operating
costs;

« specifies that participants in the vocational work program are not state employees,
not subject to state fair labor standards, workers compensation, the Minnesota
Human Rights Act, laws governing state employees, or laws governing labor
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relations; and

* specifies that the exclusive remedy for claims arising out of injury or death while

participating in the program is through application to the legislature as provided
in section 3.738.

10 Acts prohibited. Amends 8§ 609.485, subd. 2. Clarifies that escape by an MSOP civilly
committed sex offender or an individual subject to a court hold as a sexual psychopathic
personality or sexually dangerous person may have a sentence imposed under subdivision
4. Escape from MSOP includes absconding from electronic monitoring or after removing
an electronic monitoring device.

11 Sentence. Amends § 609.485, subd. 4. Adds the statutory citation for individuals
committed as sexual psychopathic personalities or sexually dangerous individuals to the list
of individuals who can be sentenced for absconding from electronic monitoring or removing
an electronic device.

Research Department Minnesota House of Representatives 600 State Office Building



