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Overview 

This bill changes requirements for background study fees; it removes 

responsibility from county agencies to perform background studies on family 

child care providers and transfers this responsibility to the commissioner of 

human services.  It updates the law to require the transmittal of background study 

information through an online system. 

Section    

1          County fees for background studies and licensing inspections.  Amends §245A.10, subd. 

2.  Permits a county agency to charge a fee not to exceed $50 for a one-year license or $100 

for a two-year license to an applicant or license holder for family or group child care.  

Strikes language that permitted a county agency to charge a fee, not to exceed $100 per 

year, to cover the cost of background studies to an applicant or license holder of family or 

group child care. 

2          Delegation of authority to agencies.  Amends § 245A.16, subd. 1.  Removes the authority 

of county or private agencies to perform background studies on family child care providers. 

3          Recommendations to commissioner.  Amends § 245A.16, subd. 3.  Removes the authority 

of county or private agencies to perform background studies on family child care providers. 

4          Licensed programs.  Amends § 245C.04, subd. 1.  Paragraph (b). Strikes the 

commissioner’s authority to conduct a background study of an individual at reapplication 

for a license for family child care. 

Adds paragraph (f).  Provides that from January 1, 2010, to December 31, 2012, the 

commission shall conduct background studies on individuals at the time of reapplication for 

a family child care license.  Instructs the license holder to collect the required information 

and forward the information to the county agency via the commissioner’s online system; the 

county agency will then forward the information to the commissioner via the online system. 
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Adds paragraph (g) requires the commissioner to conduct a background study on 

individuals newly affiliated with a family child care license holder.  Instructs the license 

holder to collect the required information and forward it to the county agency via the 

commissioner’s online system, then the county agency will forward the information to the 

commissioner via the online system. 

5          Applicant, license holder, or other entity.  Amends § 245C.05, subd. 2.  Updates current 

law to require the applicant or license holder to submit background study information 

related to family child care to the county agency via the commissioner’s online system.  

Current law does not specify that the online system must be used. 

6          County or private agency.  Amends § 245C.05, subd. 2a.  Updates current law to require 

the county or private agency to submit background study information related to family child 

care to the commissioner via the online system. 

7          Electronic transmission.  Amends § 245C.05, subd. 4.  Requires that the commissioner 

expand the capacity of the online system to accept background study information for family 

child care. 

8          Probation officer and corrections agent.  Amends § 245C.05, subd. 7.  Requires a 

probation office or corrections agency to notify the commissioner of an individual’s 

conviction if the individual is affiliated with a DHS licensed program and has committed a 

disqualifying offense.  Individuals affiliated with a family child care program had been 

excluded from this requirement.  This amendment deletes that exclusion. 

9          Background studies conducted by a county agency.  Amends § 245C.08, subd. 2.  

Removes family child care providers from the list of programs for which county agencies 

conduct background studies. 

10      Family child care services.  Amends § 245C.10, by adding subd. 5.  Instructs the 

commissioner to recover the cost of background studies on individuals related to a family 

child care license by assessing a fee of no more than $20 per study.  This fee is to be 

charged to the subject of the study. 

11      Notice to county agency.  Amends § 245C.17, by adding subd. 6.  Requires the 

commissioner to provide notice of the background study results to the county agency that 

initiated the study. 

12      Submission of reconsideration request to agency.  Amends § 245C.21, subd. 1a.  

Requires an individual who has been disqualified from providing child foster care to submit 

the request for reconsideration to the private agency that initiated the study. 

13      Commissioner’s notice of disqualification that is not set aside.  Amends § 245C.23, 

subd. 2.  Requires the commissioner to provide notice of the background study results to the 

county agency that initiated the study. 

14      Information available to Department of Human Services.  Adds § 299C.461.  Requires 

the commissioner of public safety to develop and make available to the commissioner of 

human services a system by which the commissioner of human services could be notified 

immediately if an individual who had been the subject of a background study subsequently 

receives additional criminal history information. 
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