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Overview 

A school district attorney has argued that a newly elected school board member 

has a conflict of interest in serving on the school board because the board 

member’s spouse is (1) a custodian at a district school, (2) a member of the 

district’s custodial union, and (3) serves on the bargaining team that negotiates the 

custodians’ contract with the school board.  The attorney thinks that this 

circumstance may violate a statute (MS, section 471.87) that prohibits a public 

official such as a school board member from participating in making contracts 

where the official has a personal financial interest in or benefits from the contract.   

This bill proposes to clarify an exception to this prohibition under specific 

circumstances: (1) the employee spouse receives no special monetary or other 

benefit that is substantially different from the benefits that other members of the 

group of employees receive under the contract; (2) a majority of school board 

members vote to approve the contract; (3) the school board member spouse 

refrains from voting; and (4) the school board publicly establishes the facts of the 

contract at the board meeting where the contract is approved.  

Section   

1         Contract with no bids required. Allows a school board to contract with a group of 

employees such as teachers and custodians where the spouse of a school board member is a 

member of the group of employees that is contracting with the school board if the employee 

spouse receives no special monetary or other benefit that is substantially different from the 
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benefits that other members of the group receive under the contract.  Requires a school 

board applying this exception to have a majority of disinterested school board members vote 

to approve the contract, have the school board member spouse refrain from voting, and 

publicly establish the facts of the contract at the board meeting where the contract is 

approved.  

Makes this section immediately effective.  

 


