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Overview 

This bill permits staffing variations for ambulance services located in rural 

communities.  It permits ambulance services in rural communities to staff 

ambulances with first responders, as well as EMTs or paramedics under certain 

conditions. 

Section   

1         Basic life support.   Amends § 144E.101, subd. 6.  Modifies the number of EMTs that must 

staff basic life support ambulances from one to two, unless certain exceptions apply.   

Modifies the variance provision by stating that when a variance is granted, a basic life 

support ambulance may be staffed by one EMT and one first responder, provided the first 

responder is the driver.  

Provides that ambulance services located in rural areas may staff ambulances with one EMT 

and one registered first responder in certain circumstances.  Requires that in these cases, the 

EMT must accompany the patient and provide the required level of service.  

2         Advanced life support.  Amends § 144E.101, subd. 7.  Removes the requirement that a 

vehicle staffed and equipped for basic life support may not be marked as an advanced life 

support vehicle.   

Permits the board to grant a variance for staff requirements for advanced life support 

ambulances, and when a variance is granted, such an ambulance may be staffed by a first 
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responder driver and a paramedic.  States that a variance applies until the ambulance 

service’s license is renewed.  States that this provision applies to ambulance services 

outside the metropolitan counties, certain cities, and in communities of less than 1,000 

people.  

Provides that ambulance services located in rural areas may staff ambulances with one 

registered first responder driver, and an EMT or paramedic in certain circumstances.   

 


