— HOUSE RESEARCH

Bill Summary

FILE NUMBER: H.F. 3247 DATE: March 21, 2006

Version:  As Introduced
Authors:  Howes
Subject:  Safe Schools Levy; Minimum Amount for Small School Districts

Analyst:  Tim Strom

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request. Please call 651-296-6753
(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance. Summaries are
also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd.

Overview

The safe schools levy, formerly known as the crime levy, allows school districts
to levy for costs associated with student and staff safety issues. Eligible expenses
include: police liaison services; drug abuse prevention programs (DARE); gang
resistance education training; school security; and any other crime prevention and
student and staff safety measures.

The safe schools levy was increased from $11 per pupil unit to $30 per pupil unit
beginning with taxes payable in 2003 (fiscal year 2004) and lowered by the 2003
Legislature to $27 per pupil unit for taxes payable in 2004 and later.

This bill creates a minimum amount of safe schools revenue of $25,000 per
district for small school districts. One hundred thirty-five small school districts
would benefit under this bill, for a total levy cost of about $1.5 million.

Section

1 Safe schools levy. Creates a minimum amount of safe schools revenue for small school
districts. Set the minimum equal to $25,000 per district.
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