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Overview 

This bill prohibits pharmacists from refusing to fill prescriptions for legend drugs 

and devices unless specific circumstances exist. 

Section   

1         Prohibition against refusing to dispense a legend drug or device. Adds §151.415.  

Subd. 1. Intent. States that it is the intent of the legislature that pharmacists dispense 

prescriptions or provide appropriate referrals for patients despite the pharmacist's 

objections on moral, ethical, or religious grounds.  

Subd. 2. Prohibition. Paragraph (a). States that no pharmacist shall obstruct a patient 

in obtaining a drug that has been legally prescribed. Provides that such conduct 

constitutes unprofessional conduct that shall subject the pharmacist to disciplinary or 

administrative action by the Board.  

Paragraph (b). Provides specific circumstances under which a pharmacist may refuse 

to dispense a prescribed drug or device:  

 Based on the pharmacist's professional training and judgment dispensing the drug or 

device is contrary to law, or would cause a harmful drug interaction or adversely 

affect the patient's medical condition;  



H.F. 3032 March 9, 2006 

Version: First engrossment Page 2 

 

Section 

 

Research Department Minnesota House of Representatives 600 State Office Building 

 The drug is not in stock. If the drug is not in stock the pharmacist shall:  

•         Immediately notify the patient and arrange for the drug to be delivered to the 

site or directly to the patient;  

•         Promptly transfer the prescription to another pharmacy known to stock the 

drug or device that is near enough to the site to ensure the patient has timely access; or  

•         Return the prescription to the patient and refer the patient. The pharmacist 

shall make reasonable efforts to refer the patient to a pharmacy that stocks the drug 

or device and is near enough to ensure the patient has timely access; or  

 The pharmacist refuses to dispense the drug or device on ethical, moral, or religious 

grounds. Provides that a pharmacist may refuse only if the employer has previously 

been notified in writing of the drug or class of drugs the pharmacist will not 

dispense, and the employer, without creating an undue hardship can provide a 

reasonable accommodation. Provides the employer shall establish a protocol to 

ensure the patient has timely access to the prescribed drug or device.  

Paragraph (c). Defines "legend drug or device" by reference to section 151.01, 

subdivision 17.  

Paragraph (d). Provides that this section imposes no duty on a pharmacist to dispense 

a drug or device without payment.  

 


