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Article 1: Supplemental Appropriation 

 

1         Supplemental appropriations. States that appropriations are in addition to those from 

prior years. 

2         Office of enterprise technology. Appropriates money for security. 

3         Finance. Appropriates money for the state's bankruptcy counsel in the Northwest 

Airlines bankruptcy. 

4         Investment board. Reduces the direct general fund appropriation to the State Board of 

Investment in connection with changes in the next article, which provides a statutory 

appropriation for most of the board's funding. 

5         Public broadcasting. Increases funding for public television and strikes funding for 

Minnesota Public Radio by the same amount. 

6         Veterans affairs. Appropriates money for the state soldiers assistance fund, a 

centralized web site for veterans services, county veterans service officers service 

enhancement grants, and higher education veterans assistance offices. 

7         Legislators' forum. Appropriates money to the Legislative Coordinating Commission 

for purposes of the legislators' forum, through which Minnesota legislators meet with 
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counterparts from North Dakota, South Dakota, and Manitoba. 

8         Public employee insurance program. Authorizes the commissioner of employee 

relations to borrow up to $2,320,000 from the health care access fund for specified 

purposes relating to the Public Employee Insurance Program,. Requires repayment from 

the PEIP program by 2011 if reserves are sufficient to repay the loan. If reserves are not 

sufficient to repay the loan, provides for a general fund appropriation to repay the loan. 

This section is contingent on the state prevailing on the court appeal of the health impact 

fee. 

Article 2: Government Operations 

1 1         Constitutional amendment proposed. Proposes a constitutional amendment under which 

one-half of the senate would be elected every two years.  

2 2         Constitutional amendment question. Related to the constitutional amendment in the prior 

section.  

3 3         Implementation. Requires the Secretary of State to implement the prior sections within the 

existing appropriation.  

4 4         Conference committees. Requires legislative rules to establish deadlines for completion of 

conference committee work. Provides that the deadline for conference committee reports on 

omnibus budget bills must be at least five days before adjournment, unless waived by a 

two-thirds vote of each house. Provides for discharge of conferees when deadlines are not 

met. Requires legislative rules to allow conference committees to be discharged by a 

majority vote of either party. Provides for bills failing to meet deadlines to be returned to 

the floor of each house. Provides that legislative rules must allow bills returned from 

conference to be amended and re-passed multiple times.  

5 5         Legislative sessions. Provides that the legislature may not meet in regular session in an 

even-numbered year before the first Monday after the day established in law for conduct of 

precinct caucuses.  

6 6         Legislative day. Defines a legislative day as a day when either the House or the Senate 

meets or when a standing committee of either house meets.  

7 7         Schedule for consideration of legislation.  

Subd. 1. Agency bills. Requires agency bills to be delivered to the Revisor by 

November 1, with some exceptions.  

Subd. 2. Resolution for structure of budget bills. Requires that by January 15 of 

each odd-numbered year, the legislature adopt a concurrent resolution designating 

major budget bills and allocating state program and budget accounts among these 

bills.  

Subd. 3. Deadline resolution. Requires that by January 31 of each odd-numbered 

year, the legislature adopt a concurrent resolution establishing committee deadlines.  

Subd. 4. State of the state. Encourages the Governor to make a state of the state 

address in January of odd-numbered years and within the first 10 days of the 

legislative session in an even-numbered year. Encourages the Governor to announce 

major legislative policy initiatives before or during this address.  

Subd. 5. Executive submission of budget bills. Requires the governor to submit 
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bills necessary to implement the operating budget within one week after the detailed 

budget must be presented to the legislature.  

Subd. 6. Price of government. References adoption of the price of government 

resolution required by current law.  

Subd. 7. Individual budget resolutions. Requires that by April 1 of odd-numbered 

years house and senate each adopt a budget resolution establishing overall 

expenditure targets and separate targets for each major budget bill.  

8         Limit on special session per diem. Provides that legislators must not receive per diem for a 

special session called: (1) within 60 days of adjournment of a regular session in an odd-

numbered year because the legislature failed to pass major budget bills during the regular 

session; and (2) in an even-numbered year because the legislature failed to pass a bonding 

bill during the regular session.  

9         Living expenses. Provides that a legislator may not be compensated or reimbursed for 

housing expenses for more than six months in a calendar year.  

10     Public information. Requires the House and Senate to publish a combined schedule of 

meetings and floor sessions, using the House system. Provides that weekly nonpartisan 

newsmagazines must be joint House/Senate publications, under editorial control of the 

House.  

11     New legislator orientation tour. Encourages legislators-elect to tour the state before taking 

office.  

12     Rules committee approval of purchases. Provides that the House or Senate may not 

purchase goods or services valued at more than $5,000 from a nonlegislative source unless 

the purchase is approved by the committee with jurisdiction over rules and legislative 

administration.  

13     Meeting times. Requires the house and senate to adopt rules that set one time as the regular 

hour of convening daily sessions in both houses.  

14     Joint standing committees. Encourages the House and Senate to adopt rules establishing a 

system of joint standing committees or to provide that House and Senate committees with 

similar jurisdiction will meet at the same time.  

15     MAC audits. Requires the legislative auditor to audit the financial statements of the 

Metropolitan Airports commission at least every other year.  

16     Expenses of governor-elect. Requires the commissioner of administration to request a 

transfer from the contingent account of 1.5% of the annual appropriation for the Governor's 

office to provide transition funding when a new Governor is elected.  

17     Definitions. Defines "political subdivision" for purposes of Minnesota Statutes, chapter 6, 

governing the state auditor. Political subdivision is defined to mean a county, home rule 

charter or statutory city, town, school district, metropolitan or regional agency, public 

corporation, political subdivision or special district. Excludes from the definition agencies 

audited by the legislative auditor (e.g., Metropolitan Airports Commission, Metropolitan 

Sports Facilities Commission, and Metropolitan Mosquito Control Commission). Also, 

defines "special district."  

18     Accounting and budgeting systems. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for "local 

units of government." Strikes language relating to forms for order and warrant checks.  

19     Other political subdivisions. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of local 

government units in a section dealing with examination of accounts. In this section and 

many other sections of the bill, the current law refers specifically only to some types of 
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local government units. With the new definition of "political subdivision" the law will now 

specifically cover all of the entities included in the definition of political subdivision.  

20     Examination pursuant to petition. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a 

reference to cities and counties in a law allowing voters to petition the state auditor to 

examine records. Maintains the current law provisions governing towns and school districts.  

21     Examination pursuant to resolution. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list 

of local government units in a section allowing a governing body to petition the state 

auditor to examine records.  

22     Examination of grantees and contractors. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for 

a reference to local government in a law dealing with examination of records of contractors 

and grantees.  

23     Cost of examination. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of local 

government units in the section dealing with costs of examinations.  

24     Claim for cost of examination. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of 

local government units in the section dealing with disputes over costs of examinations.  

25     Certification of amount due. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of local 

government units in the section dealing with certifying amounts due to the state.  

26     Cost of postaudit. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of local units in the 

law dealing with the cost of postaudits.  

27     Application. Inserts a reference to the new definitions section in a law dealing with costs of 

examinations.  

28     Cooperation with public accountants. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list 

of local units in the law dealing with cooperation with public accountants.  

29     Minimum procedures for auditors. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of 

local units in the law dealing with the minimum scope of audits.  

30     Practices of public accountants. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of 

local units in the law dealing with audits that may be performed by public accountants.  

31     Public accountants; evidence of misconduct. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" 

for a list of local units in the law dealing with a public accountant finding evidence of 

misconduct.  

32     State auditor may assist public accountant. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" 

for a list of local units in the law dealing with the state auditor assisting a public accountant.  

33     Access to reports. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of local units in the 

law dealing with shared access to records between the state auditor and public accountants.  

34     Scope of auditor's investigation. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of 

local units in the law dealing with the scope of a public accountant's investigation  

35     Special districts; audits. Requires special districts to file with the state auditor any 

document relating to the governance of the district. Requires districts with annual revenue 

greater than $150,000 (adjusted for inflation in the future) to have an annual audit 

performed by the state auditor or by a public accountant. Requires audits every five years 

for smaller special districts. This section does not apply to a district subject to auditing 

requirements under other law.  

36     Expenditures for lobbyists. Substitutes the term "political subdivision" for a list of local 

units in the law requiring reporting of expenditures for lobbyists.  

37     Limits on Attorney general assistance to local government. Forbids the Attorney 

General from providing funds or other assistance to a county attorney or other local 

government prosecutor for purposes related to prosecution of laws relating to elections or 
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campaign practices.  

38     Public web sites. Amends the law governing public websites to allow a public library to 

provide a link to candidate or other political websites if the link is provided only for 

nonpartisan and educational purposes.  

39     Staff attorney. Authorizes the board of campaign finance and public disclosure to employ a 

staff attorney.  

40     Appropriation. With respect to an account used to pay Office of Administrative Hearings 

assessment for campaign practices hearings, provides that balances carry forward from the 

first to the second year of a biennium.  

41     SBI budget. Annually appropriates to the State Board of Investment (SBI) from the assets 

of funds for which the SBI provides investment services, sums sufficient to pay costs for 

administration of the Board.  

42     SBI director duties. Requires the SBI executive director to prepare and submit biennial 

and annual budgets to the SBI, and with SBI approval, submit these budgets to the 

Department of Finance.  

43     SBI expenses. Specifies the method by which the SBI must apportion its expenses among 

funds for which the SBI invests. Authorizes the SBI to seek a direct general fund 

appropriation for expenses necessary to provide investment services to the state general 

fund.  

44     Effect of rules on small business and small cities. Under current law, small businesses 

and small cities can claim a temporary exemption from certain new state agency rules. (The 

exemption applies until the legislature approves the new rules). This section makes this law 

applicable to a rule that will cost a small business or small city more than $10,000 (instead 

of the current $25,000) in the first year after the rule takes effect.  

45     Report of exemptions to legislature. Amends the law allowing small businesses and small 

cities to claim temporary exemptions from costly rules, by requiring agencies to report to 

the legislature if businesses or cities claim exemptions from the agency's rules.  

46     Rule exemptions. Amends the law allowing small businesses and small cities to claim 

temporary exemptions from costly rules. Under current law the governor can issue a waiver, 

so that a small business or city cannot claim an exemption for a specified rule. This section 

sunsets the Governor's waiver authority on June 30, 2007.  

47     Board per diem. Provides that members of state boards may receive per diem of $66 

(instead of the current $55) for days on which they spend more than 8 hours (including 

travel time) on board activities.  

48     Groups abolished for failure to meet. Provides that if advisory groups or the councils of 

color fail to achieve a quorum at three consecutive regularly-scheduled meetings, the group 

is abolished immediately.  

49     Advisory group per diem. Provides that members of state advisory councils and 

commissions may receive per diem of $66 (instead of the current $55) for days on which 

they spend more than 8 hours (including travel time) on group activities.  

50     Advisory groups. Provides that state advisory councils and committees expire June 30, 

2007 unless another date is specified in law.  

51     Senate confirmation. Provides that if the Senate neither confirms nor rejects and 

appointment before adjourning the regular session to which the appointment was submitted, 

the Senate cannot act on the appointment later. However, if an appointment is submitted 

within 20 days of adjournment, the Senate may act on the appointment within 20 days after 

the beginning of the next regular session.  
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52     Occupational licensing tests. Provides that an executive branch agency requiring an 

applicant for an occupational license to appear in person to take a test must offer the test in 

at least three sites outside the metropolitan area. Encourages agencies to offer on-line tests.  

53     Changes to licensure rules. Requires state agencies to notify professional license holders 

of rule or law changes under which a fine or other sanction may be imposed on a 

noncompliant license holder.  

54     Use of volunteers. Provides that notwithstanding any law to the contrary, state and local 

government units may use volunteers to provide services if the use of volunteers does not 

result in layoffs of public employees.  

55     Elected official per diem. Provides that elected public officials may not receive more than 

one per diem payment for all state and local sources for any one day. Provides that local 

government per diems may not exceed the amount of House or Senate per diem payments 

(whichever is lower).  

56     Historic publicly owned buildings. Provides that an executive agency or a political 

subdivision may not sell a building it owns that is listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places unless the public entity first notifies the Minnesota Historical Society and allows the 

society at least two years to study the best use of the property, and requests the Department 

of Administration to conduct an inventory of the property and its contents to determine the 

value.  

57     Salary forfeiture.  

Subd. 1. Other laws superseded. Provides that this law supersedes other contrary 

law.  

Subd. 2. Failure to enact budget in odd-numbered year. (a) Provides that in an 

odd-numbered year:  

(1) legislators and the Governor forfeit their salary for June if the House and the 

Senate have not passed all of the major appropriation and revenue bills by the May 

deadline for adjournment;  

(2) legislators and the Governor forfeit their salary for July and August if the House 

and the Senate have not passed all of the major appropriation and revenue bills by 

June 30; and  

(3) after August, legislators and the Governor forfeit their salary for the next month if 

the House and Senate have not passed major appropriation bills by the end of the 

preceding month.  

(b) Provides that legislators may not receive per diem or reimbursement for travel 

during a period in which members forfeit their salary.  

(c) Specifies timing if the Governor forfeits salary.  

(d) Defines "major appropriation and revenue bills".  

Subd. 3. Failure to enact budget decisions in even-numbered years. Provides that 

if the legislature meets in regular session in an even-numbered year, legislators and 

the governor forfeit salary if a budget deficit is forecast and the house and senate do 

not pass legislature necessary to correct the imbalance. Provides that this subdivision 

does not apply if the projected deficit is less than ten percent of the budget reserve.  
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58     Parking. Provides that all parking spaces on Aurora Avenue in front of the Capitol building 

must be reserved for the public.  

59     Prepayment of expenses. Authorizes an agency to pre-pay rental due for boat slips.  

60     Employees reported by program. Requires, as part of the detailed budget proposals to the 

legislature, that the number of full-time equivalent positions in each state agency be shown 

by program.  

61     Program comparison report. Requires, as part of the Governor's budget proposals to the 

legislature, a report comparing major (more than $10 million in general fund spending for 

the biennium) state programs to similar programs in neighboring states. Requires the report 

to be given to every legislator and to the commissioner of every state agency.  

62     Fees. Provides that a state agency may not propose a law that would impose a new fee or 

increase an existing fee that would take effect in the second fiscal year of the state 

biennium.  

63     No fees charged to schools. Forbids state agencies from charging fees to schools, with 

specified exceptions.  

64     Continuing appropriations; legislator compensation.  

Subd. 1. Application. Provides that this section applies to appropriations in a major 

finance or revenue bill. Requires the House and the Senate to adopt rules or 

resolutions specifying the major finance or revenue bills. Specifies which bills are 

major finance or revenue bills if the House and Senate fail to agree on this.  

Subd. 2. Certain appropriations continue. Provides that appropriations enacted in a 

major finance or revenue bill for the fiscal year ending June 30 of an odd-numbered 

year remain in effect at the base level for future years unless a law is enacted 

eliminating or amending the appropriation. Provides that the base level is determined 

by current Minnesota Statutes, section 16A.11--generally the amount appropriated for 

the second year of the biennium. Provides that this section does not apply to an 

appropriation in a fiscal year if a law is enacted appropriating money in that fiscal 

year for the purpose of that appropriation.  

Subd. 3. Exceptions and adjustments. Provides that an appropriation remaining 

in effect under subdivision 2 is adjusted for specified reasons:  

 An appropriation does not remain in effect if the legislature has designated the 

appropriation as onetime, the commissioner of finance determines that the 

legislature clearly intended the appropriation to be one time, or the program for 

which the appropriation was made expires.  

 

 If a program that is the subject of the appropriation is schedule to expire during a 

fiscal year, the commissioner of finance must prorate the appropriation.  

 The commissioner of finance is authorized to make technical adjustments to an 

appropriation if the commissioner determines these adjustments are necessary to 

accurately reflect the amount needed to maintain program operations at the same 

level.  

Requires the commissioner of finance to notify the chairs of the Senate Finance and House 

Ways and Means committees of adjustments under this subdivision.  
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Subd. 4. Legislator compensation. Provides that if the process in subdivisions 1 to 3 

applies, legislators forfeit salary and compensation beginning on July 1 of an odd-

numbered year until all appropriation legislation has been adopted.  

65     Limit on administrative costs. Provides that recipients of state grants must agree that no 

more than 10 percent of the grant will be spent for administrative purposes. This doesn't 

apply if the commissioner of finance determines that the legislature intended more than 10 

percent of the grant to be administrative in nature.  

66     Grant recipients; employee compensation. Requires recipients of state appropriations or 

grants to report the salary of any employee whose salary if more than the Governor's.  

67     Grant administration. Authorizes the commissioner of finance to administer capital grants 

if requested by another executive agency.  

68     Grants management. Defines grants. Requires the commissioner of finance to develop 

policies regarding code of ethics and conflict of interest for employees involved in the 

award and administration of grants. Specifies procedures relating to violation of laws or 

rules governing grants. Specifies requirements for grant agreements. Provides audit 

procedures.  

69     Rent for historic buildings. Requires the commissioner of administration to maintain an 

inventory of state-owned buildings of historic significance, not including the University of 

Minnesota and MnSCU. Provides that future appropriations made for renovation of historic 

buildings in the Capitol area must not be recovered through rent charged to tenants of the 

buildings.  

70     Code for rehab of historic structures. Requires adoption of building code rules for 

renovation and rehabilitation of historic structures.  

71     Applicability. Provides that chapter 16C, governing state procurement, does not apply to 

capital project grants to political subdivisions.  

72     Best and final offer. Defines "best and final offer" as an optional step in the state 

contracting process in which responders are requested to improve their response.  

73     Best value. Provides that in achieving "best value" for state contracts, the commissioner of 

administration may use strategic sourcing tools.  

74     Enterprise procurement. Defines "enterprise procurement" as the process undertaken by 

the commissioner of administration to leverage economies of scale to achieve favorable 

contract terms.  

75     Request for proposal. Amends the definition to refer to responses negotiated to achieve 

best value.  

76     Response. Includes "best and final offers" in the list of terms included in the definition o f a 

"response" from a vendor.  

77     Strategic sourcing. Defines "strategic sourcing", for purposes of state contracting law, as 

methods used to analyze and reduce spending on goods and services.  

78     Acquisition authority. Lists methods the commissioner of administration may use in 

achieving best value when acquiring goods and services. Requires the commissioner to 

engage in enterprise procurements to the extent practicable.  

79     Contracting authority. Provides that the commissioner must involve state agency staff and 

that agencies must participate in development of enterprise procurement.  

80     Policy and procedures. Requires the commissioner to develop and implement policies, 

procedures, and standards ensuring optimal use of strategic sourcing techniques.  

81     Central stores. Provides that the commissioner may require agencies to use the 
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commissioner's central stores service if this is consistent with best value.  

82     Delegation of duties. Provides that the commissioner may require an agency to accept 

delegated responsibility to procure goods or services intended for exclusive use of the 

agency receiving the delegation.  

83     Code of ethics. Strikes reference to grants in law making state employees subject to code of 

ethics, because a prior section of this bill requires a code of ethics for employees involved 

in grant award and administration.  

84     Conflict of interest. Strikes reference to grants in law making state employees subject to 

code of ethics and conflict of interest provisions, because a prior section of this bill provides 

for code of ethics and conflict of interest provisions for employees involved in grant award 

and administration.  

85     Contract ineligibility. Provides that a person is not eligible for a state contract if the person 

is convicted of knowingly employing illegal aliens.  

86     Agency cooperation. Requires agencies to cooperate with the commissioner in the 

development and implementation of strategic sourcing techniques.  

87     Creation and validity of contracts. Authorizes the commissioners of administration and 

finance to exempt routine, low-dollar procurements from the requirement that the state 

accounting system show an encumbrance for the amount of a contract before work begins 

on the contract.  

88     Subject to audit. Strikes reference to grantees in law dealing with audits, because an earlier 

section of this bill provides for audits of grants.  

89     United States purchases. Requires state agencies always to consider purchase of goods 

made in the United States and services that will be performed in the United States. Provides 

that agencies must attempt to purchase United States goods and services when this would be 

in the best interests of the state.  

90     Used goods. Requires state agencies to consider purchasing used goods if this may result in 

the best value.  

91     Cost-Benefit analysis. Strikes a July 1, 2008 sunset date from a law requiring cost-benefit 

analysis of certain state purchases over $50 million.  

92     Enterprise procurement process. Requires that to the fullest extent practicable, the 

commission conduct enterprise procurements for professional and technical contracts. 

Authorizes the commissioner to mandate use of any contract entered into as a result of an 

enterprise procurement process, and requires agencies to fully cooperate in the development 

and use of these contracts.  

93     Professional or technical services contracts. Requires agencies to explain why a 

procurement is being pursued unilaterally and not as an enterprise procurement.  

94     Service contracts. Provides that laws governing state service contracts apply to contracts 

valued in excess of $5,000.  

95     Reverse auction. Provides that the state may use reverse auction to acquire any services, 

other than construction, architectural, or engineering services. Under current law, the only 

services that may be acquired by reverse auction are computer services.  

96     Motor vehicle bid purchases. Authorizes the commissioner of administration to award a 

bid preference to motor vehicles manufactured in Minnesota.  

97     Account. Creates and information and telecommunications technology systems and 

services account. Appropriates money in the account to the office of enterprise technology, 

subject to review of a technology advisory board. Specifies that  

98     State employee dentists. Adds dentists to the list of state employees covered by a special 
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salary plan that allows salaries that are higher than the agency head salary.  

99     Intent. Amends the intent statement for the Public Employee Insurance Program (PEIP).  

100  Definitions. Defines the "School Employee Insurance Committee" for purposes of PEIP.  

101  Public employees insurance program. Specifies actions DOER may take in administering 

PEIP. These include:  

 adopting alternative plan designs, including various enrollee cost-sharing 

arrangements;  

 developing and administering separately-rated programs (including a program for 

school district employees) within the program;  

 implementing demonstration or pilot programs;  

 implementing strategies to control health care costs and improve health care 

outcomes, including certain specified strategies and outcomes;  

 administering innovative health benefit designs, including certain specified designs;  

 temporarily suspending or limiting new group entrants;  

 participating in broader health care initiatives;  

 administering a Web site and related capabilities  

Provides that plans in which school employees participate must be developed by a School 

Employee Insurance Committee created in this subdivision, consisting of seven members 

appointed by school employee unions and seven appointed by the Minnesota School Board 

Association. Provides for standard state per diem and expense reimbursement for members 

of the committee. Also provides for reimbursement for foregone salary or cost charged by 

an employer of the committee member.  

102  Health improvement programs. As part of PEIP, authorizes DOER to administer disease 

management and other programs, strategies, and incentives to improve the health of 

members. Requires such actions used for plans that cover school employees to be approved 

by the School Employee Insurance Committee.  

103  Labor-management committee. Provides that the governor, rather than the commissioner 

of DOER, appoints the labor management committee for the program. Provides that this 

committee need not be consulted about matters affecting only plans that cover only school 

employees, since this bill creates a separate committee for that. Clarifies that the committee 

may make recommendations to the commissioner.  

104  Public employee participation. Paragraph (b) provides that public school districts and 

certain school-related entities that provide or pay for employee health coverage must do so 

only through the school employee program provided under PEIP, if the employer employed 

fewer than 400 full-time equivalent (FTE) teachers as of July 1, 2005.  

Paragraph (c) makes participation in that program voluntary for school districts larger than 
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that, granting to each union representing employees in such a district the power to decide 

that the employees it represents will be in the PEIP school employee program. (This right of 

the unions to make that decision is consistent with how other public employees represented 

by a union enter PEIP.  

Paragraph (d) provides that a school employee who does not enter the program at the 

employee's first opportunity (when the employee group enters or when the employee first 

becomes eligible for coverage under the employer's plan) is ineligible to participate for four 

years and must be pooled and rated separately from the group for the four years after that.  

Paragraph (e) provides that a school employee group that voluntarily enters PEIP may not 

leave.  

Paragraphs (f) to (k) changes various time periods from 30 days to 60 days. Provides that all 

employees represented by a union who participate in the employer's health plan must be 

included in PEIP if the union chooses to be covered by PEIP. (The same requirement 

already applies for non-union employees.) Provides that initial participation in the program 

is for a three-year term, rather than the two-year term specified in current law, but retains 

the two-year term for renewal. Changes the one-year premium increase that permits an 

employer to leave early from 50 percent to 35 percent plus the increase in the consumer 

price index. Permits a group that leaves PEIP to return in sooner than two years with 

approval of the commissioner. (Paragraph (h), relating to renewal periods and leaving the 

pool, does not apply to school employees.) Allows DOER to modify participation 

requirements as part of a demonstration or pilot effort. Authorizes DOER to explore various 

discounts, incentives, and penalties for public employers, based on length of continuous 

membership in the program. Specifies notice requirements for changes in program terms 

and incentives. Requires an annual report to the governor and the legislature on 

participation requirements and incentives.  

105  Participating employer rights to data. Provides that participating employers shall not be 

refused utilization or claims data needed to seek alternative bids for insurance coverage. 

Provides that participating employers must not be charged for this data.  

106  Nonparticipating school district's bids. Requires nonparticipating school districts to 

request bids from the program at least once every four years, but they are not required by 

this section to purchase coverage through the program. Other public employers are 

encouraged to seek bids at least once every four years.  

107  Coverage. Eliminates obsolete language.  

108  Premiums. Permits rating a specific employer separately for premium purposes if this 

would be beneficial to the program.  

109  Continuation of coverage. Permits spouses of deceased or former employees to stay in 

PEIP if the employee's group leaves PEIP. Subject to approval of the commissioner, permits 

reenrollment of continuation enrollees who drop continuation coverage.  

110  Report. Requires DOER to report biennially to the governor and the legislature on 

specified topics related to administration of the program.  

111  Exemption. Specifies that this law and other laws, other than the limits on the 

commissioner's power to change the school employee program, do not limit DOER in 

developing and testing innovative benefit designs for PEIP.  

112  Reinsurance. Permits PEIP to participate in a reinsurance pool.  
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113  Annual audit. In law governing watershed districts, strikes language that appears obsolete 

because it references audits by public accountants who are not certified public accountants.  

114  School credit card use. Provides that if a school board authorizes use of a credit cared to 

pay for a meal, the card may be used only to pay for a meal for the one person that the 

board authorizes to use the credit card.  

115  Poet laureate. Authorizes the governor to appoint a state poet laureate. Provides that 

expenses must be paid from nonstate sources.  

116  Statewide hospitality fee. Provides that the Health Department $35 annual statewide 

hospitality fee does not apply to special event food stands or to schools.  

117  Mississippi River Parkway Commission. Extends the sunset date for the commission 

from 2007 to 2012.  

118  Leave for organ donation. Requires public employers to grant paid leaves of absence to 

employees who seek to undergo medical procedures to donate organs or partial organs. The 

paid leave may be up to 40 work hours for each donation, unless the employer agrees to 

more. Prohibits employer retaliation. Provides that this section does not prevent an 

employer from providing additional leave, and does not affect other employee benefits.  

119  Pari-mutuel racing. Increases from 18 to 19 the legal age for placing a pari-mutuel racing 

bet. (effective when tribal governments agree to change their legal gambling age to 19).  

120  Disclosure to department of finance. Authorizes the commissioner of revenue to disclose 

to the commissioner of finance tax returns or return information necessary to prepare 

revenue forecasts.  

121  Toll-free tax assistance. Requires the commissioner of revenue to maintain toll-free 

telephone access for taxpayer assistance calls from within Minnesota.  

122  Local government abandoned property claim. Requires the commissioner of commerce 

to transfer property to a unit of local government within 20 days of learning that property 

the commissioner obtained under the unclaimed property laws belong to a unit of local 

government.  

123  Lawful gambling. Provides that for licenses renewed with an effective date 

between July 1, 2006, and June 30, 2008, an organization shall carry forward an 

amount equal to 15 percent of any positive allowable expense carryover amount. 

States that the balance must be used to offset any future negative expense 

balance at the time of license renewal.  

124  Bar bingo. Strikes language prohibiting linked bingo games at bar bingo 

occasions.  

125  Conduct of pull-tabs. Establishes a new section of law regulating cumulative and 

carryover pull-tab games and event games.  

Subdivision 1. Cumulative or carryover games. Requires the board to authorize, by 

rule, the conduct of pull-tab games with multiple seals and to adopt rules for pull-tab 

games with cumulative or carryover prizes.  

Subd. 2. Event games . Requires the board to authorize, by rule, pull-tab 

games in which winners are determined either by the random selection of 

bingo numbers or by another method approved by the board.  

126  Pull-tab prizes. Allows cumulative or carryover prizes up to $2500, and 

provides these prizes are not subject to the $599 limit for single pull-tabs.  

127  Minimum age. Increases from 18 to 19 the minimum age for buying a pull-tab, 
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tipboard ticket, paddlewheel ticket, or raffle ticket to a change to participate in 

certain bingo games. (effective when tribal governments agree to change their 

legal gambling age to 19)  

128  Lottery. Increases from 18 to 19 the minimum age for buying or redeeming 

lottery tickets. (effective when tribal governments agree to change their legal 

gambling age to 19)  

129  Lottery. Related to prior section.  

130  Lottery. Related to prior section.  

131  Accounts for postemployment benefits. Authorizes political subdivisions to 

deposit money in accounts to be maintained by the Public Employees Retirement 

Association to pay for postretirement benefits owed to officers and employees. 

Forbids political subdivisions from creating new trusts for this purpose. This 

section does not apply to benefits paid by Minnesota public pension plans.  

132  Option for filling vacancies. Refers to an option for filling a vacancy in the office of 

county commissioner, as specified in the next section.  

133  Option for filling vacancies. Provides that a vacancy due to death of a county 

commissioner may be filled by board appointment until an election is held. Specifies 

conditions under which a special election must be held, and conditions under which the 

successor will be elected at the next county general election.  

134  County credit card use. Provides if a county board authorizes use of a credit card to pay 

for a meal, the card may be used only to pay for a meal eaten by the person that the board 

authorizes the use the credit card.  

135  Ownership of lot of parcel not relevant. Provides that a county shall not refuse to issue a 

permit for construction of a single family residence based upon the common ownership of a 

contiguous nonconforming lot or parcel, if the contiguous lots or parcels under the same 

ownership contain no more than three residential structures. Provides that a conforming lot 

or parcel retains conforming status regardless of ownership to an adjoining nonconforming 

lot. Specifies that other statutes, ordinances, and regulations in furtherance of health, safety, 

or welfare continue to apply. Forbids county from prohibiting sale of a residential lot or 

parcel based upon the common ownership of a contiguous nonconforming lot or parcel. 

Applies to shoreland lots and parcels.  

136  Nonconformities. Similar to previous section, but applied to municipality.  

137  Reverse auction; municipal contracting. Strikes current law, under which local 

governments may not use reverse auctions to contract for services. Under this section, 

reverse auction would be prohibited only for engineering or construction services.  

138  Town roads. Permits a town to "piggy back" on a county's road construction or 

maintenance contract. Permits the town to enter into a contract with the vendor in a county 

road construction or maintenance contract for a town road adjoining the county road under 

the same terms as the county as long as the county contract was entered into properly.  

139  Contract ineligibility. Provides that a person is not eligible for a local government contract 

if the person is convicted of knowingly employing illegal aliens.  

140  Used supplies, materials, equipment. Provides the municipalities must consider 

purchasing used goods if this would result in best value.  

141  City, town credit card use. Provides that if a city council or town board authorizes use of a 

credit card to pay for a meal, the card may be used only to pay for a meal eaten by the one 

person that the council or board authorizes to use the credit card.  
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142  Local government; out-of-state travel. Amends the law that requires local government 

units to adopt policies governing out-of-state travel by elected officials by specifying that a 

policy must provide that travel outside of the state may be disapproved by a majority of the 

members of the governing body voting on the issue.  

143  Limits on postsecondary institution fees. Forbids a unit of local government from 

imposing a fee based on a person's status as a postsecondary student, or an a postsecondary 

institution based on the number of students attending the institution.  

144  Sale of state land. Requires the Commissioner of Administration to sell at least $2 million 

of state land by June 30, 2007. This requirement is in addition to previous requirements. 

Provides for reducing executive agency operating budgets if this requirement cannot be met. 

Requires sale of a 16-acre parcel of land on the National Sports Center campus.  

145  Property conveyance; Brainerd. Authorizes the commissioner of administration to convey 

to a unit of local government for no consideration property at the Brainerd Regional 

Treatment Center, for public purposes consistent with the master plan and reuse study. Also 

authorizes conveyance of associated personal property. Authorizes the commissioner to 

require the local government to reimburse the state for state development costs. Requires 

any sale of the property by the local government unit to a private entity to be at fair market 

value.  

146  Real estate management. Requires that by October 1, 2006, the Commissioner of 

Administration issue a request for proposal seeking a private entity to assume, at no cost to 

the state, some or all of the Commissioner's responsibilities for state real estate 

management. Authorizes the Commissioner to enter into a contract for these services by 

July 1, 2007.  

147  Rulemaking required. Provides that a state agency required to adopt rules by a law 

enacted during or since the 2003 session that did not start the rulemaking process in the 

time period required by law by adopt the rules it was mandated to adopt. Requires such an 

agency to publish notice of intent to adopt rules before January 1, 2007.  

148  Labor agreements and compensation plans. Ratifies state labor agreements and 

compensation plans given interim approval by the Subcommittee on Employee Relations.  

149  Limit on growth in chancellor's staff. Provides that the number of persons employed on 

the staff of the MnSCU chancellor must not exceed the number of persons on the central 

office staff as of the effective date of this section.  

150  Compensation for period of partial government shutdown. Provides that state 

employees prevented from working due to the partial government shutdown in July 2005 

must be fully paid for lost hours. Provides for crediting employee vacation banks and 

allowing employees to be paid in cash, at the employees' option. Provides that senate funds 

will be available to pay for the expenses of this section.  

151  Moratorium on state fees. Forbids executive agency from imposing new or increased fees 

before June 30, 2007.  

152  Restoration task force. Creates an implementation and steering task force to develop 

strategies around the master plan for restoration of Victory Memorial Drive Historic 

District.  

153  Location of agencies. Requires the Commissioner of Administration to co-locate councils 

of color with offices in the metropolitan area by January 1, 2008.  

154  Sports-themed tipboards.  

Subdivision 1. Pilot project. Directs the board to conduct a sports-themed tipboard 
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pilot project. Requires the pilot project to provide for operation procedures, internal 

control standards, posted information, records, reports, award of prizes, method of 

payout, wagers, determination of winners, and specifications of tipboards. Limits 

maximum prizes awarded to $500 and limits the maximum price of each chance to 

$10. Requires the board to select ten sites for sale of sports-themed tipboards, 

selected to achieve geographic balance. Makes the board responsible for all 

administrative costs associated with establishing the pilot project. Forbids spending 

state funds to defend a lawsuit challenging legality. Forbids a charitable organization 

from using net gambling proceeds to defend a lawsuit.  

Subd. 2. Report. Requires a report to the legislature by February 15, 2007.  

Subd. 3. Sunset. Provides that this section expires January 15, 2007.  

155  Indian gambling. Requires the Governor to request the 11 tribal governments in Minnesota 

to change their legal gambling age to 19.  

156  Reporting requirements; study. Requires the commissioner of revenue and the gambling 

control board to conduct a feasibility study pertaining to consolidation and automation of 

reporting requirements for lawful gambling activities.  

157  Report. Requires the commissioner of administration to report on alternative procedures 

under which the state could select a designer for state building projects.  

158  Advisory task force to study underage marriage. Creates a 13-member advisory task 

force to study underage marriage and its impact on the Hmong community. Specifies 

membership, requires public meetings, and requires a report by February 15, 2007. Provides 

for compensation to be paid by the Council on Asian-Pacific Minnesotans. Provides a May 

30, 2007 expiration date.  

159  Television coverage. Encourages Twin Cities Public Television to distribute gavel-to-gavel 

coverage of house and senate floor sessions.  

160  Repealer. Repeals section 6.56, subdivision 1, a definition of political subdivision in the 

chapter governing the State Auditor (this bill specifies a different definition).  

161  Effective date. Provides that sections raising the legal gambling age from 18 to 19 are 

effective when the 11 tribal government change their legal gambling at to 19.  

Article 3: Elections and Campaign Finance 

Overview  

This article makes changes in the campaign finance and disclosure statute, the 

election administration laws, and the Fair Campaign Practices Act. 

1 1         Electioneering communication. Adds a definition of "electioneering communication" to 

Minn. Stat. chapter 10A, the campaign finance law. Provides that it means a broadcast 

communication referring to a clearly identified candidate and made (1) 60 days before a 

general or special election or (2) 30 days before a primary or special primary for the office 

the candidate seeks. The term excludes (1) media coverage and commentary, unless the 

media outlet is owned by a political party; (2) campaign expenditures; and (3) independent 

expenditures.  

2         Noncampaign disbursement. Adds to the list of noncampaign disbursements in chapter 

10A: the cost of a magnet less than six inches in diameter with legislator contact 
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information distributed to constituents. Provides that travel, lodging, and food in connection 

with a conference, seminar, or convention related to public office are noncampaign 

disbursements.  

Effective immediately.  

3         First registration. Requires a political committee, political fund, principal campaign 

committee, or party unit to register with the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board 

(board) with 48 hours after receiving or spending more than $100. Current law requires 

registration within 14 days of this time.  

4         Registration number on checks. Amends the law that requires lobbyists political 

committees and political funds to put a registration number on contribution checks. 

Exempts a candidate from a fine if a check needs to be returned, does not have the number, 

and is returned by the January 31 after the contribution is received.  

5         Coordinated electioneering contributions. Provides that if an electioneering 

communication is coordinated with a principal campaign committee or party unit, the 

communication counts as a contribution to, and expenditure by, the candidate or party.  

6         Electioneering communications. Amends the reporting statute. Requires a report within 24 

hours after making aggregate electioneering communication expenditures over $500. 

Specifies that the report must indicate the amount of expenditures over $100, the person to 

whom the expenditure was made and its purpose, the election or primary, and the candidate 

identified in the communication.  

7         Independent expenditures; board notification. Requires a report within 48 hours after 

making an independent expenditure in an aggregate amount over $500 at any time up to the 

20
th

 day before an election. Requires the report to include the information required of other 

expenditures, the name and office sought by a candidate named in the independent 

expenditure, and whether the independent expenditure expressly advocates the candidate's 

election or an opponent's defeat.  

Starting the 19
th

 day before an election, independent expenditures in excess of $100 must be 

reported within 24 hours after they are made.  

If the board receives reports indicating that independent expenditures over ten percent of the 

spending limits for an office have been made in a race, it must, within 24 hours, so notify a 

candidate who agreed to spending limits and whose defeat was advocated or whose 

opponent's election was advocated by the independent expenditures. The candidate's 

spending limits are then increased to 125 percent of the statutory limits and the candidate 

remains eligible for a public subsidy.  

8         Encouraging voter participation. Requires an individual or association that makes or 

contracts to make an expenditure to encourage precinct caucus participation, voter 

registration, or voting in aggregate over $200 in a calendar year to file a report with the 

board within 24 hours of reaching that amount. Requires a report of the amount of each 

expenditure over $100, the name and address of the person to whom the expenditure was 

made, the purpose of the expenditure, and the primary or election involved.  

9         Amounts. Increases spending limits for candidates for constitutional office by 20 percent 

over the amounts in effect for 2006 (the amounts in current statute do not reflect cost of 

living adjustments so the increases appear larger than 20 percent).  

10     Effect of opponent's conduct. Gives a candidate the opponent's share of public subsidy if 
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the opponent declines spending limits and public funding. Also does the following to the 

candidate who accepts limits in this situation: (1) doubled individual contribution limits; (2) 

the party contribution limit is 25 times the individual limit, rather than the current ten times; 

and (3) the candidate is released from the "lobbyist/PAC/large giver" limit.  

11     Candidates who decline certain contributions. Lets candidates file a statement with the 

Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board indicating they do not take political 

committee, political fund or lobbyist contributions. Requires the board to post this 

information on its Web site.  

Effective June 1, 2006.  

12     Contribution limits. Sets contribution limits for judicial candidates. For district court: $500 

election years/$100 off years. For supreme court and court of appeals: $1,000 election 

years/$200 off years.  

Effective immediately.  

13     Political party and dissolving committee limit. Increases the amount candidates can take 

from political party units in election years; the off-year limits remain the same except for 

legislative candidates. For governor-lieutenant governor the election year amount increases 

from $20,000 to $50,000. For attorney general the election year amount increases from 

$10,000 to $20,000. For secretary of state and state auditor the election year amount 

increases from $5,000 to $20,000. For legislators the change is from $5,000 in election 

years to $6,000 election years, and from $1,000 to $2,000 in off years.  

Effectively immediately.   

14     Contributions during legislative session. Applies the session fundraising ban to special 

sessions.  

15     Same as prior section.  

16     Agreement by candidate. Moves up the deadline for a candidate to agree to spending 

limits. Changes from September 1 to seven days after the close of filings.  

17     Refund receipt forms; penalty. Prohibits a legislative caucus from issuing PCR receipts if 

it accepts $25,000 or more from one donor.  

Effective immediately.  

18     Prohibiting public employees from using public resources. Requires a school board to 

adopt a policy that prohibits school districts from using district resources to advocate (1) 

election or defeat of a candidate or (2) passage or defeat of a ballot question or legislation.  

Effective immediately.  

19     Election day registration. Reduces from 15 to five the number of election day registrants a 

registered voter can vouch for.  

Modifies the tribal identification documents that can be used for voter registration. Provides 

that if the tribal identification does not include the individual's address, it can be used if 

supplemented with specified documents that show the individuals address.  

20     Precinct boundaries; description; maps. Currently the municipal clerk notifies the 

secretary of state of precinct boundary changes. The bill provides for this notice also to be 

given to the county auditor when a precinct boundary changes or annexation affects a 
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boundary. Requires the clerk to file a corrected base map with the county auditor and the 

secretary of state. Specifies the time for this filing when there has been an annexation: the 

later of 30 days after the annexation order or the effective date of the annexation order. 

Provides for the county auditor to give the clerk a precinct finder and base map. The clerk, 

rather than the secretary of state, will then provide the corrected precinct finder to the 

auditor and secretary of state. The secretary of state will update the precinct boundary 

database.  

21     Authority; location. Prohibits changing the location of polling places more frequently than 

every 12 months, unless a polling place becomes unavailable.  

22     Designation. Prohibits changing the location of polling places more frequently than every 

12 months, unless a polling place becomes unavailable.  

23     Ballots; election records. Amends current law that allows the secretary of state to take 

certain steps to monitor and evaluate election procedures after the time for filing a contest 

has passed. Allows the secretary to inspect rosters after the voting history for the precinct 

has been posted, and to inspect voter registration applications after the information on them 

has been posted on the statewide voter registration system.  

24     Deceptive practices in elections.  

Subd. 1. Criminal penalty. Makes it a gross misdemeanor to knowingly deceive 

someone about the time, place, or manner of conducting an election.  

Subd. 2. Civil action. Allows an aggrieved person to bring a civil action for 

injunctive or other relief.  

Subd. 3. Reporting false election information. Allows anyone to report a violation 

to a county attorney or the attorney general. Requires the prosecutor to investigate 

within 48 hours, get out correct information to the public, and proceed civilly or 

criminally if appropriate.  

Effective August 1, 2006, for offenses on or after that date.  

25     Minnesota Voter's Bill of Rights. Current law provides for a poster to be placed in each 

polling place that lists the rights of voters. This section adds existing rights that are not 

already listed on this poster.  

26     Limits on holding elections. Requires that elections be held on the first Tuesday after the 

first Monday of any month , except town elections can be held the second Tuesday in 

March, another date may be specified by law, or another date may be used in order to fill a 

legislative or congressional vacancy within the time period required by law.  

27     Combined polling place. Amends the school election law. Requires using the same polling 

place for the primary and general election in the same calendar year, unless a polling place 

has become unavailable.  

28-32 These sections amend provisions of chapter 206 that were intended to allow for use of a 

particular kind of voting system that is no longer contemplated for use in this state.  

Effective immediately.  

33 Voting system for disabled voters. Exempts towns from providing handicapped accessible 

voting systems in March town elections if not other election is held at the same time. 

Requires such equipment to be available if a town resident submits a written request for it to 
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the county auditor by the time filings close for the election.  

Effective immediately.  

34-36 These sections amend provisions of chapter 206 that were intended to allow for use of a 

particular kind of voting system that is no longer contemplated for use in this state.  

Effective immediately.  

37 Plan. Current law requires local units of government to obtain certification and submit a 

plan to the secretary of state regarding compliance with requirements regarding electronic 

voting systems. This section exempts municipalities from meeting certain certification 

procedures and from filing a plan in calendar year 2006 if (1) the municipality has a 

population under 10,000 and (2) the county auditor of the county where the municipality is 

located filed a valid plan.  

38 Amends provisions of chapter 206 that were intended to allow for use of a particular kind of 

voting system that is no longer contemplated for use in this state.  

Effective immediately.  

39 Postelection review of voting systems.  

Subd. 1. Selection for review; notice. Sets procedures for the county canvassing 

board, at the canvass of the state primary, to select the date, time and place of the post 

state general election review of voting systems. Requires the process to be completed 

by two days before the state canvassing board meets to canvass the state general 

election.  

At the state general election canvass, requires the county canvassing board to select 

precincts to be reviewed. Requires two precincts to be checked if the county has 

under 50,000 registered voters; three precincts for counties with 50,000 to 1000,000; 

and four precincts for counties over 100,000. Requires at least one precinct to have 

had more than 150 votes cast at the general election.  

Requires the county auditor to notify the secretary of state which precincts are 

chosen. Requires the secretary to place this information, plus the date, time, and place 

of the postelection review, on the secretary's web site.  

Subd. 2. Scope and conduct. Restates current law that the review applies only to the 

offices of President, Governor, U.S. Senator and U.S. Representative. Allows local 

officials to choose to review more offices.  

Requires the review to be done in public, to consist of a manual count of the ballots 

used in the selected precincts, and to be done as nearly as practicable in the manner of 

a recount. Requires the recount officials to report to the county auditor, who must 

forward the results to the secretary of state, who in turn must report the results at the 

state canvassing board meeting to canvass the state general election.  

Subd. 3. Standard of acceptable performance by voting system. Continues current 

law requirement that a voting system must be accurate within one-half percent 

variation from the manual count of the offices reviewed. When making this 

determination, prohibits using valid votes that were marked by the voter outside the 

vote targets or using a manual marking device that is not readable by the voting 
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system.  

Provides for further rounds of review if the variation is greater than one-half percent.  

Subd. 4. Update of vote totals. Requires revised vote totals to be incorporated in 

official results from a precinct, if precinct totals change as a result of the review.  

Subd. 5. Effect on voting systems. Prohibits using a voting system that has failed 

until it has been reexamined and recertified by the secretary of state. Requires the 

system vendor to forfeit the vendor and performance bonds required in current law if 

the system failure is due to its design or any act of the vendor.  

Subd. 6. Costs. The local government units bear the costs of review, except that if a 

review must be done of all the ballots for an office, the secretary of state must 

reimburse local governments. The vendor must pay the secretary's costs to examine 

and recertify the system.  

  Subd. 7. Time for filing election contest. Provides that the time for filing a 

 notice of contest of election does not begin to run until all reviews under this section 

 are completed.  

40 Secretary of state monitor. Requires the secretary of state to evaluate election procedures 

in at least four precincts per congressional district. Provides for precincts to be chosen by 

lot by the State Canvassing Board at its meeting to canvass the state general election.  

41 Amends provisions of chapter 206 that were intended to allow for use of a particular kind of 

voting system that is no longer contemplated for use in this state.  

Effective immediately.  

42 Voting machines options working group. Creates a working group with specified 

representatives to make recommendations to the legislature for voting equipment. Requires 

first report by February 15, 2007.  

43-47 Voter registration rules. These sections place in statute five current administrative rules on 

voter registration without making any substantive changes.  

48 Campaign literature must include disclaimer. Exempts from the disclaimer law: a magnet, 

sticker or button less than 6 inches in diameter.  

Effective immediately.  

49 Soliciting near polling places. Expands from 100 feet to 300 feet, the distance from a 

polling place that individuals must stay when displaying campaign materials. Expands from 

100 feet to 1,000 feet the distance from a polling place that individuals must stay when 

trying to influence voters. Prohibits keeping a record of individuals who arrive at or leave 

the polling place; and prohibiting asking an individual, within 100 feet of the polling place, 

whether the individual voted.  

50 Bribery, advancing money, and treating prohibited. Current law exempts from the 

bribery law refreshments worth up to $5 consumed at a gathering. The amendment states 

that the refreshments must be "provided only for consumption" at a private gathering or 

fundraising event or a constituent service event held by an elected official and open to the 

public.  

51 Definitions. Amends the definitions for the statute that restricts corporate political 

contributions. Ands to the definition of "corporation" a business entity established or 
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operated by a foreign government or a tribal entity.  

52 Contributions from government units. Prohibits candidates and their committee 

treasurers from accepting contributions from a foreign government or from a state or local 

government unit in this state or any other state. A violation is subject to a $40,000 civil 

penalty.  

53 Internet campaign reporting and public subsidy payment study. Creates a work group 

to study the feasibility of an online campaign finance reporting and public subsidy payment 

system. Members would be appointed by the Speaker, the Senate Committee on 

Committees, and the Governor. The board and the Department of Revenue would provide 

staff resources. Requires a report to the legislature by January 15, 2009.  

54 Elections rules. Provides that election-related rules adopted by the Secretary of State in 

2004 under a special rulemaking process are made permanent. Requires the Secretary of 

State to use the good cause rulemaking exemption to make specified changes in election-

related rules.  

Effective immediately.  

55 55     Repealers. The §10A.257 repealer eliminates the cap on how much money a candidate's 

campaign committee can carry forward.  

The §10A.273, subd. 3 repealer goes with the special session fundraising ban.  

The repeal of §204C.50 goes with recodifying the postelection review process in chapter 

206 elsewhere in this article.  

The session law repealer eliminates the appropriation from the HAVA account to the 

secretary of state for assistive voting technology.  

Article 4: Conforming Amendments 

Overview  

This article amends various elections statutes to implement the intent of the 

restrictions on election dates proposed in article 1.  

Article 5: Military and Veterans 

Overview  

This article contains various provisions dealing with military and veterans affairs. 

1 Salary differential program for state employees. Broadens eligibility to include other 

members of the Uniformed Services of the United States. Under federal law, the uniformed 

services is comprised almost entirely of the U.S. Armed Forces.  

However, uniformed services also includes the commissioned corps of both the U.S. Public 
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Health Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  

(For example, the broadened eligibility would include a reserve officer of the Public Health 

Service who was ordered to federal active service during September, 2006 to identify bodies 

following Hurricane Katrina.)  

2 State park pass exemption for soldiers. Exempts military personnel stationed outside 

Minnesota from the requirement to purchase a pass to enter Minnesota state parks during 

their military service and for 90-days thereafter.  

Under current law, each vehicle entering a state park must display a current daily or annual 

park entrance permit (applicable in most Minnesota state parks).  

3 Medical school exam - time extension. Lengthens from seven-years to ten-years the time 

frame for a medical student to take the U.S. Medical Licensing Exam, if the person has been 

mobilized into active military service during that process. Effective retroactively from 

December 1, 2005.  

4 Unpaid leave for family members of military personnel injured or killed in active 

service. Requires public and private employers to grant up to 10 working days of unpaid 

leave to an employee whose immediate family members, as a member of the United States 

armed forces, has been injured or killed while engaged in active service. Provides for notice 

and relationship to other leave.  

5 and 8 Unpaid leave for family members to attend sendoff or homecoming. Requires all public 

and private employers in Minnesota, except independent contractors, to provide unpaid 

leave to an employee whose immediate family member has been mobilized into active 

military service in support of a war or other national emergency. Allows the employer to 

limit the leave as follows:  

 To attend a send-off or homecoming ceremony - to the actual time necessary to 

attend the ceremony, not to exceed one-day in any calendar year; and  

 to spend time with the family member before or during the mobilization - up to two 

days in any calendar year.  

 The bill further stipulates that total leave under this section shall not exceed two 

days in any calendar year unless more leave time is agreed to by the employer  

The bill also places a cross-reference in National Guard law, indicating that such leave is 

governed by employment law (similar to other such cross-references being provided to alert 

soldiers and veterans of benefits elsewhere in statutes).  

6 Policy Statement supporting veterans. Places a policy statement into the National Guard 

chapter of Minnesota Statutes acknowledging the need for a strong military in both 

peacetime and war, recognizing the ongoing sacrifices of military members and their 

families, and commending the character, leadership and training of military personnel of all 

generations.  

This provision states that it shall be the policy of the state of Minnesota to maintain laws, 

policies, rules and procedures that encourage, recognize and reward honorable military 

service, so far as is practicable and within available resources, at all times.  
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7 
Job protections for soldiers in state active service. Provides for soldiers who are ordered 

into state active service the same job protections that federal (USERRA) law would provide 

them when they are ordered into federal active service  

[An example of mobilization into state active service was the situation following 9/11,when 

a hundreds of Minnesota National Guard members were ordered to serve 179-days of state 

active service for emergency airport security duty (though ultimately that duty was 

converted into federally-funded state active service under U.S.C. Title 32, for which the 

federal protections apply).] 

Current state law already provides soldiers who are ordered into state active service the 

same civil law protections that federal (SCRA) law would provide them when ordered into 

federal active service. The bill also updates that statute to conform to the revised name of 

that federal law.  

For reference: SCRA is the newly-renamed Servicemembers' Civil Relief Act, (civil law 

protections;); and USERRA is the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment 

Rights Act (employment protections).  

8 
See section 5.  

9 
See section 4.  

10 
Higher education veterans assistance offices. Provides that if there is a need as 

determined by the commissioner of veterans affairs, each campus of the University of 

Minnesota and each MnSCU institution shall provide space for a veterans assistance office 

to be administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs. Requests provide colleges to 

provide this space. Specifies duties of the offices and requires reporting. Provides that this 

section expires at the end of the first fiscal year in which the number of veterans enrolled in 

Minnesota public institutions of higher education is fewer than 4,000, but no later than June 

30, 2012.  

11 
Higher education fairness.  

Subd. 1. Definitions.  

Subd. 2. Course recognition. Directs the University of Minnesota and MNSCU to 

recognize courses and award educational credits for a veteran's military training 

courses, if they meet the standards of the American Council on Education or the 

equivalent.  

Subd. 3. Tuition status. Directs the UMN and MNSCU to treat all veterans as 

Minnesota residents for undergraduate tuition purposes. It also directs that for 

graduate school tuition purposes, a veteran must be treated as a resident if the person 

was a resident upon entering the military and starts the graduate program within two 

years of completing military service.  

Subd. 4. Delayed payment of tuition. Directs that the UMN and MNSCU may not 

assess late fees or other late charges for veterans who are eligible to receive, have 

applied for, and are waiting to receive federal educational assistance, nor prevent 

them from registering for a subsequent term. The institution may require payment 
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from a veteran within 30-days of the veteran's receipt of such federal assistance.  

12 
Occupational licensure and certification - clarifying protections for soldiers and 

essential civilian employees. Clarifies the longstanding statute that protects the 

occupational certification or licensure of military personnel and essential workers who enter 

into active service during time of war or national emergency. This provision updates archaic 

language and otherwise clarifies the provisions of that statute.  

This statute specifically provides that a person's state occupational/professional certification 

or licensure does not expire during the time that a person is serving in active military 

service, or in essential civilian service outside the country, and for 90-days thereafter, 

during time of war or other national emergency.  

Among other things, the bill clarifies that the person may renew, without fee or late charge, 

the person's certificate or license at any time during that service, and for up to 90-days 

thereafter, whether the license has expired or is due to expire during that time. As with 

current law, a qualified person is exempt from any continuing educational or other 

requirements that would otherwise apply for such renewal.  

13 to 15 
Broadening the national guard exception to machinegun prohibition. Minnesota 

Statutes currently strictly regulate the ownership, possession and use of machineguns and 

short-barreled shotguns. This bill would expand the list of permitted users of such weapons 

to include persons employed by the Minnesota National Guard as security guards, when 

working in accordance with federal military regulations. 

Unlike for civilian law enforcement officers, military regulations prohibit all military 

personnel, as well as any civilian employees of the military, from transporting any military 

firearm away from the person's military duty station at any time. Accordingly, military 

regulations require that any military weapon be formally issued to and retrieved from the 

authorized soldier or employee at the start and finish of each workday.  

Under both federal and state law a machinegun is any firearm designed to discharge more 

than once by a single pull of the trigger. This definition encompasses many standard 

military firearms, including the M16 and M4 assault rifles commonly used by National 

Guard and Reserve soldiers and by certain National Guard security officers, in accordance 

with federal law.  

16 
Plaques in the court of honor. Authorizes the placement of two plaques in the Court of 

Honor on the Capitol Mall (i.e., the low semi-circular wall in front of the Veterans Service 

Building opposite the State Capitol). One would honor all military war dogs and their 

handlers. The other would honor Minnesota's Medal of Honor recipients from all wars.  

The bill stipulates that no state funding may be used for the plaques, and that each of them 

must be approved by the Commissioner of Veterans Affairs and the Capitol Area 

Architecture and Planning Board.  

Article 6: Municipal Boundary Adjustments 

1 1         Municipal boundary adjustment advisory task force established. Creates a task force to 

study and make recommendations on annexation law. Provides for a membership including 
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two state senators, two state representatives, three city representatives, three town 

representatives, and a chair appointed jointly by the house and senate.  

Requires a report to the legislative committees with jurisdiction over local government 

issues by January 1, 2007.  

Dedicates to the task force any house local government committee funds and senate state 

and local government committee funds remaining at the adjournment of the 2006 session.  

Effective day after enactment.  

2         Legislative findings (municipal boundary adjustment statutes). Strikes the legislative 

finding that consolidation of municipalities is to be encouraged and provides that long-

range joint powers planning or other cooperative efforts among counties, cities, and towns 

is to be encouraged.  

3         Notice of intent to incorporate (incorporation). Requires 30 days' notice by a town to all 

adjacent towns and cities of its intent to incorporate (become a city).  

4         Notice of intent to annex (annexation by order). Requires 30 days' notice to a town of 

intent to annex under this section of law.  

5         Relevant factors, order (annexation by order). Adds (a) record of the joint informational 

hearing (see below), and (b) implementation of previous annexation agreements and orders 

to the factors considered by the OAH in an annexation by order proceeding. Modifies the 

factor relating to the city's plans to provide services to the annexed area to provide that the 

factor considered is in the city's plans to provide enhanced, as well as necessary, services 

and in a cost-effective and feasible way within a reasonable time.  

6         Initiating the proceeding (orderly annexation). Permits cities to enter into an orderly 

annexation agreement with the county for areas in the county that do not have organized 

township government.  

7         Notice of intent to designate an area (orderly annexation). Requires 10 days' notice by 

publication of a city and town's intent to include an area in an orderly annexation 

agreement. Requires the notice to give time, date, and place information on the joint 

informational meeting (see below). City and town must share cost of notice publication.  

8         Conditions (annexation by ordinance). Increases the acreage limit from 60 to 120 acres in 

annexation by ordinance on property owner's petition. Prohibits more than one annexation 

by ordinance per year by petition of the same property owner of property contiguous to the 

previously annexed parcel.  

9         Property taxes (annexation by ordinance). Strikes language made unnecessary by change 

to section 414.036 (below).  

10     Joint information meeting. Requires a joint city and town informational meeting on a 

proposed annexation by order.  

11     City reimbursement to town to annex taxable property. Expands scope of provision to 

cover all types of annexation. Provides for city to reimburse the town for special 

assessments and debt assigned to property annexed. Provides for reimbursements to be paid 

between two and eight years (not six) unless otherwise agreed to by the city and town.  

12     Property owners may initiate (concurrent detachment from one city and annexation to 

adjacent city). Requires both affected cities to agree to a property owner's request to be 

detached from one city and attached to another city. Under current law, only one city needs 

to agree.  
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13     Effective date. Section 8 is effective July 1, 2007.  

 


