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Overview

The Minnesota Board of Teaching is authorized under statute and rule to issue personnel variances. A
school administrator may ask the board to issue a personnel variance that permits a teacher to teach
subjects areas for which the teacher is not currently licensed. The term "low incidence" refers to
disability areas that occur rarely or in very low numbers. In Minnesota there are eight disability
categories that are considered low incidence: deaf blindness; deaf and hard of hearing; vision
impairment; physically impaired; other health disability; traumatic brain injury; developmental cognitive
disabilities; and autism spectrum disorders. The low frequency of these disabilities and the limited
availability of qualified special education personnel in some cases may argue for giving certain special
education variances wider application.

Section

1 Variances. (c) Declares that a special education license variance issued by the board of
teaching for a primary employer's low-incidence region is valid in all low-incidence regions.
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