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Overview 

This bill appropriates funds to the commissioner of the Department of Health to 

make grants to programs that provide information, referrals and services to 

women that encourage and assist them in carrying their pregnancies to term. 

Section   

1         Short title. This act may be cited as the "Positive Alternatives Act."  

2         Positive abortion alternatives. § 145.4231.  

Subd. 1. Definitions. Defines the terms "abortion" and "unborn child."  

Subd. 2. Eligibility for grants. Paragraph (a). Directs the commissioner of health to 

make grants for reasonable expenses to programs that provide information, referral 

and assistance for women to secure necessary services and to assist women in 

carrying their pregnancies to term.  

Paragraph (b). Provides that an eligible program, in addition to providing information 

and referral in paragraph (a), may provide the necessary services to assist women in 

carrying their pregnancies to term.  

Paragraph (c). Provides that to be eligible for a grant, a program must, among other 

things, be a private, nonprofit corporation; be free of charge; have the purpose of 

assisting and encouraging women to carry their pregnancies to term; ensure that none 
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of the funds are spent to encourage or counsel a woman to have an abortion not 

necessary to prevent her death; and have had an alternatives to abortion program in 

existence for at least one year as of July 1, 2005.  

Paragraph (d). States that paragraph (c) is inseverable from the subdivision.  

Paragraph (e). Provides that any organization or affiliate of an organization that 

provides, promotes or directly refers for abortions is ineligible to receive a grant.  

Paragraph (f). Provides that a grantee that is affiliated with an organization that 

provides abortion services must maintain financial records that demonstrate strict 

compliance with this subdivision. The grantee must demonstrate that its affiliate 

receives no economic or marketing benefit from the grant under this section.  

Paragraph (g). States that all data collected, received, maintained or disseminated by 

the grantee is private data on individuals.  

Subd. 3. Duties of the commissioner. Provides that the commissioner of health shall 

make grants no later than July 1, 2006. Instructs the commissioner to monitor each 

grantee to ensure compliance with the purposes and requirements of subdivision 2. If 

a program does not adhere to the requirements, the commissioner is instructed to 

cease funding the program.  

Subd. 4. Severability. Contains a severability clause, except as instructed for 

subdivision 2, paragraph (c).  

Subd. 5. Supreme court jurisdiction. Gives the Minnesota Supreme Court original 

jurisdiction in cases challenging the constitutionality of this section. Requires the 

court to expedite the resolution of such cases.  

3         Appropriations 

 $2,500,000 in fiscal year 2007 for the positive abortion alternatives under this 

section.  

- Of this amount, $100,000 may be used for administrative costs to implement 

the grant program.  

 $50,000 in fiscal year 2006 to the commissioner of health for administrative costs of 

program implementation.  

 


