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Overview 

This bill makes changes in the law governing land acquisition for transportation 

purposes, by: 

 increasing time that a landowner has to make an appraisal 

 sets a time limit for reimbursement to the landowner for appraisal costs 

 allowing appraisers to be paid directly 

 requiring the acquiring agency's and landowner's appraisals to be provided to each 

other in order to be considered at a condemnation hearing 

 requiring landowner's appraisals to be conducted according to industry standards 

The bill also dedicates the proceeds from sale of excess trunk highway property to 

paying for costs of selling the land and purchase of new right-of-way and 

highway construction. 

Section   

1         Acquisition of real property for transportation purposes.  
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Section 
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Subd. 1. Application. No changes.  

Subd. 2. Appraisal. Specifies that contract purchasers have the same rights as fee 

owners under the law that requires a government agency seeking to obtain real 

property to obtain an appraisal and provide a copy to the landowner.  

Extends from 60 to 90 days the period of time in which an owner or contract 

purchaser may request reimbursement from the acquiring agency for the owner or 

contract purchaser's appraisal. Requires that the request must be at least 30 days 

before a condemnation commissioner's hearing. Requires the owner or contract 

purchaser to ensure that the appraisal is conducted in accordance with industry 

standards. Requires the acquiring authority to pay the reimbursement within 30 days 

of receiving a copy of the owner or contract purchaser's appraisal and the 

reimbursement information. Allows payment up to $1,500 directly to the appraiser.  

Subd. 3. Negotiation. Requires an acquiring authority, in negotiating with the owner 

or contract purchaser, to consider appraisals made and furnished by the owner or 

contract purchaser if available.  

Subd. 4. Hearing. Prohibits an owner or contract purchaser's appraisal from being 

considered at a condemnation commissioners' hearing unless a copy of the appraisal 

is provided to the acquiring authority at least five days before the hearing. Makes a 

comparable requirement for the acquiring agency's appraisal.  

2         Appropriation of proceeds from sale of trunk highway property. Provides that proceeds 

from sale or lease of trunk highway property no longer needed for highway purposes must 

be placed in the trunk highway fund. Appropriates each such sum to the Department of 

Transportation to pay (1) actual cost of selling or leasing the property, (2) realtor fees, (3) 

trunk highway construction costs, including consultant fees, land acquisition, payments to 

lessees, interest subsidies, and relocation expenses.  

3         Reconveyance to former owner. Amends the law that allows the Department of 

Transportation to reconvey real property acquired by eminent domain to the former owner, 

to allow such a reconveyance without the owner's consent if its for good cause and with the 

consent of the court having jurisdiction over the action.  

This section is effective immediately.  

 


