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Under current law, "a public officer who is authorized to take part in any manner in making any sale, 

lease, or contract in official capacity shall not voluntarily have a personal financial interest in that sale, 

lease, or contract or personally benefit financially therefrom. Every public officer who violates this 

provision is guilty of a gross misdemeanor." Minn. Stat. § 471.87. "Public officer" is not defined but 

would include an elected official and probably would include non-elected officers and employees who 

may influence the decision and make recommendations.  

Section 471.88 provides exceptions to this general rule. This bill add an exception and would allow a 

local government to contract with a volunteer ambulance service to pay compensation and retirement 

benefits to its members. The proposed new provision is essentially the same as that provided in current 

law for volunteer fire departments.  

Under Minnesota Statutes, section 471.88, subdivision 1, the governing body may only do this following 

a unanimous vote. The exceptions listed in section 471.88 apply to a port authority, seaway port 

authority, economic development authority, watershed district, soil and water conservation district, 

town, school district, hospital district, county, or city.  


