— HOUSE RESEARCH
Bill Summary —

FILE NUMBER: H.F. 3010 DATE: February 12, 2002
Version:  First Engrossment

Authors:  Olson and others
Subject:  American Heritage Education in Minnesota Public Schools Act
Analyst: Lisa Larson, 651-296-8036

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request. Please call 651-296-6753

(voice); or the Minnesota State Relay Service at 1-800-627-3529 (TTY) for assistance. Summaries are
also available on our website at: www.house.mn/hrd.

Overview

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution says that "Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. . . ." These "religion clauses" prohibit
government from establishing a religion and protect people's right to practice their religion or not
practice without government interference.

Proposes to establish a statewide policy to enable public school students to learn about documents
written by America's Founding Fathers, among others, without regard to the religious content of those
documents.

Section

1 American heritage education. (a) Directs school districts to adopt a policy for grade level
instruction to enable students to read and study documents relevant to America's founders,
including documents that contributed to the representative republican form of limited
government, the Bill of Rights, the free-market economic system and patriotism. Requires
districts to permit principals and teachers to use, read or post in a public school building or
classroom national or state documents, writings, speeches, proclamations or records, such as
the:

(1) Mayflower Compact;

(2) Declaration of Independence;

(3) U.S. and Minnesota Constitutions and the Bill of Rights;

(4) the Federalist Papers;

(5) Northwest Ordinance of 1787,

(6) original Pledge of Allegiance and national anthem;

(7) various specified writings including Washington's farewell address and the Gettysburg



address; and
(8) records of Congress and U.S. Supreme Court decisions.

(b) Precludes school districts from prohibiting the use of documents under paragraph (a) based
on religious references. Requires the documents to be used for educational purposes and not
religious indoctrination.

(c) Allows students to voluntarily choose to study a religious topic if other students have the
same opportunity to freely choose a topic.

Makes this section effective immediately.
Title. Titles section 1 the American Heritage Education in Minnesota Public Schools Act.
Makes this section effective immediately.



