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Overview 

This bill contains changes to environmental health statutes recommended by the Minnesota Department 

of Health. Article 1 modifies statutes governing lead poisoning prevention. Article 2 requires real 

property owners to disclose well test results before selling or transferring real property and repeals 

obsolete statutes. 

Article 1: Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Section  

1 Abatement. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 3. Modifies the definition of abatement, to mean any set 

of measures intended to eliminate known or presumed lead hazards. Strikes a reference to the 

definition of lead-based paint hazards in federal law, and strikes language describing what 

abatement does not include. 

2 Areas at high risk for toxic lead exposure. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 4. Modifies the 

definition of areas at high risk for toxic lead exposure, to mean a census tract in a city of the 

first class, county, or area that has been determined to be at high risk for toxic lead exposure. 

3 Capillary blood sample. Adds subd. 6c to § 144.9501. Defines capillary blood sample. 

4 Certified lead firm. Adds subd. 6d to § 144.9501. Defines certified lead firm. 

5 Contracting entity. Adds subd. 7a to § 144.9501. Defines contracting entity. 

6 Encapsulation. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 10. Amends the definition of encapsulation by 

striking language specifying that the material used to encapsulate a surface needs to be 

approved by the commissioner. 

7 Enclosure. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 11. Amends the definition of enclosure by striking 

language specifying that the material used to enclose a surface needs to be approved by the 

commissioner. 



 

 

8 Interim controls. Adds subd. 13a to § 144.9501. Defines interim controls. 

9 Lead hazard reduction. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 17. Amends the definition of lead hazard 

reduction, by specifying that it includes abatement and interim controls, and by striking 

language specifying who performs lead hazard reduction. 

10 Lead hazard screen. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 17a. Amends the definition of lead hazard 

screen to mean a limited risk assessment activity that involves the visual identification of dust, 

paint, or bare soil and the sampling and analysis of dust. 

11 Lead interim control worker. Adds subd. 17b. to § 144.9501. Defines lead interim control 

worker. 

12 Lead inspection. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 18. Amends the definition of lead inspection to 

specify that it is a "surface by surface investigation to determine the presence of lead content," 

rather than a "quantitative measurement of the lead content." 

13 Lead inspector. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 19. Amends the definition of lead inspector by 

changing a cross-reference. 

14 Lead project design. Add subd. 19a to § 144.9501. Defines lead project design. 

15 Lead project designer. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 20a. Amends the definition of lead project 

designer to specify that lead project designers are responsible for regulated lead work (striking 

references to lead abatement and lead hazard reduction). 

16 Lead risk assessment. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 20b. Amends the definition of lead risk 

assessment to mean an investigation to determine the existence, nature, severity, and location of 

lead hazards (and strikes the existing definition). 

17 Lead risk assessor. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 20c. Amends the definition of lead risk assessor 

by changing a cross-reference. 

18 Lead-safe. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 21. Amends the definition of lead-safe to include a 

condition in which lead is not present at all. 

19 Lead-safe practices. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 22. Modifies the term defined, from lead-safe 

directives to lead-safe practices. 

20 Lead supervisor. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 22a. Amends the definition of lead supervisor to 

specify that the supervisor is the person responsible for abatement and interim controls. 

21 Lead sampling technician. Adds subd. 22b to § 144.9501. Defines lead sampling technician. 

22 Lead worker. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 23. Amends the definition of lead worker to specify 

that the worker performs abatement or interim control work. 

23 Regulated lead work. Adds subd. 26a to § 144.9501. Defines regulated lead work. 

24 Standard. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 28a. Amends the definition of standard, by excluding 

from the definition work practices or methods that reduce the likelihood of lead exposure. 

25 Swab team services. Amends § 144.9501, subd. 29. Amends the definition of swab team 

services to specify that it covers activities that provide protection from lead hazards primarily 

through the use of interim controls. 

26 Laboratory standards. Amends § 144.9502, subd. 8. Requires a laboratory performing lead 

analyses of paint, soil, or dust to be a laboratory recognized by the federal Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), and requires a lab analyzing samples of drinking water to be certified 

by the commissioner. Strikes language requiring these labs to use methods that meet or exceed 

standards established in federal law. 

27 Primary prevention. Amends § 144.9503.  

 Subd. 1. Primary prevention program. Requires boards of health serving cities of the first 



 

 

class to determine areas at high risk for toxic lead exposure, and eliminates the commissioner's 

responsibility for developing a priority list for high risk census tracts. Requires the 

commissioner to provide lead cleanup equipment and material grants as funding allows, and 

modifies terms used. 

 Subd. 2. Priorities for primary prevention. Requires boards of health serving cities of the first 

class to rank order census tracts give priority for primary prevention, and modifies the criteria 

used to rank order the census tracts. Strikes language governing what happens in case of a tie, 

and strikes language allowing additional points to be awarded to certain census tracts. Allows 

the commissioner to determine areas at high risk for toxic lead exposure in areas not included in 

cities of the first class, and specifies the criteria to be used. 

 Subd. 3. Primary prevention lead education strategy. Requires the commissioner to develop 

and maintain, and not just develop, a primary prevention lead education strategy. Also specifies 

that lead education materials may be provided to property owners, tenants, and landlords by 

nonprofit organizations working on lead issues. 

 Subd. 4. Swab team services. Makes the use of swab team services an optional part of primary 

prevention, rather than a required part. 

 Subd. 6. Voluntary lead abatement or lead hazard reduction. Strikes a subdivision requiring 

the commissioner to monitor lead abatement or lead hazard reduction methods in cases of 

voluntary lead abatement or lead hazard reduction. 

 Subd. 7. Lead-safe practices information. Directs the commissioner to maintain lead-safe 

practices information, and adds guidance documents for the regulated industry to the list of 

information that must be developed and maintained. Strikes language specifying what the 

information must address, requiring consultation with relevant industries, and requiring a report 

by 1996 and directives by 1999. 

28 Jurisdiction. Amends § 144.9504, subd. 1. Strikes obsolete language, and strikes language 

requiring the commissioner to enforce rules in cases of voluntary lead hazard reduction. 

29 Lead risk assessment. Amends § 144.9504, subd. 2. Paragraph (b) allows an assessing agency 

to use local appropriations, in addition to state and federal appropriations, to conduct lead risk 

assessments for children with elevated blood lead levels. Paragraph (c) requires an assessing 

agency to inspect all common areas that are accessible to a child, in a building with two or more 

units that is being assessed. Paragraph (d) authorizes an assessing agency, within the limits of 

appropriations, to perform risk assessments and issue corrective orders for properties at which a 

child or pregnant woman with elevated blood lead levels lived in the past 12 months if it is 

likely that the previous address contributed to the person's elevated blood lead level. Technical 

changes are made in paragraph (e). Language is stricken requiring a lead risk assessor to notify 

the commissioner and board of health of all violations of lead standards that are identified in 

lead risk assessments 

30 Lead orders. Amends § 144.9504, subd. 5. Strikes language establishing time frames in which 

lead orders must be issued (30 days of receiving the blood lead level analysis) and requiring a 

copy of the lead order to be forwarded to the commissioner. 

31 Relocation of residents. Amends § 144.9505, subd. 7. Makes a change in terminology to 

conform with the terminology used in the rest of the subdivision. 

32 Property owner notification responsibility. Amends § 144.9504, subd. 8. Strikes language 

requiring property owners to comply with lead orders within 60 days or be subject to 

enforcement actions. Also strikes language listing what a work plan must include and requiring 

renters and volunteers performing lead abatement or lead hazard reduction to be trained and 

licensed. Requires property owners to submit a notice to the commissioner, rather than a work 



 

 

plan, specifying when regulated lead work will begin. 

33 Licensing of lead firms and professionals. Amends § 144.9505. 

 Subd. 1. Licensing and certification; generally. Strikes language requiring all people to be 

licensed by the commissioner before performing lead work, directing the commissioner to 

specify training and testing requirements for licensure, and establishing fees. Paragraph (b) 

requires persons presenting themselves as lead inspectors, lead risk assessors, lead sampling 

technicians, or lead firms to be licensed or certified by the commissioner. Paragraph (c) waives 

fees for inspectors, risk assessors, and certified lead firms for state and local government 

employees. Paragraph (d) exempts owners working on their own property, and related adults, 

from the licensing and fee requirements. Paragraph (e) requires a person that employs people to 

perform regulated lead work to be certified as a certified lead firm. 

 Subd. 1a. Lead worker license. Requires an individual who performs regulated lead work as a 

worker to be licensed by the commissioner. Requires a $50 fee and directs the commissioner to 

establish training and testing requirements. Requires the license to be readily available for 

review. 

 Subd. 1b. Lead supervisor license. Requires an individual who performs regulated lead work 

as a supervisor to be licensed by the commissioner. Requires a $50 fee and directs the 

commissioner to establish training, experience, and testing requirements. Requires the license to 

be readily available for review. 

 Subd. 1c. Lead inspector license. Requires an individual who performs lead inspection 

services to be licensed by the commissioner. Requires a $50 fee and directs the commissioner to 

establish training and testing requirements. Requires the license to be readily available for 

review. 

 Subd. 1d. Lead risk assessor license. Requires an individual who performs lead risk assessor 

services to be licensed by the commissioner. Requires a $100 fee and directs the commissioner 

to establish training, experience, and testing requirements. Requires the license to be readily 

available for review. 

 Subd. 1e. Lead project designer license. Requires an individual who performs lead project 

designer services to be licensed by the commissioner. Requires a $100 fee and directs the 

commissioner to establish training, experience, and testing requirements. Requires the license to 

be readily available for review. 

 Subd. 1f. Lead sampling technician. Requires an individual who performs lead sampling 

technician services to register with the commissioner. Directs the commissioner to establish 

training and testing requirements. Requires proof of registration to be readily available for 

review. 

 Subd. 1g. Certified lead firm. Requires a person who performs or subcontracts for regulated 

lead work to be certified by the commissioner. Requires the certification to be in writing, 

contain an expiration date, and give the name and address of the person to whom it is issued. 

Requires a $100 certification fee. Requires the certification to be readily available for review. 

 Subd. 2. Lead training. Strikes a subdivision specifying what must be included in lead 

abatement and lead hazard training. 

 Subd. 3. Licensed building contractor; information. Modifies terms used (lead-safe practices 

instead of directives, and employees instead of workers). 

 Subd. 4. Notice of regulated lead work. Eliminates a requirement that a person performing 

regulated lead work given an approved work plan to the commissioner and appropriate board of 

health. Also eliminates a requirement that the commissioner review and approve or disapprove 

work plans submitted. Specifies that the requirement to give written notice before working at a 



 

 

regulated lead worksite does not apply to lead hazard screens, lead inspections, lead risk 

assessments, lead sampling technician activities, and lead project design activities. 

 Subd. 5. Abatement or lead hazard reduction work plans. Strikes a subdivision establishing 

requirements for abatement or lead hazard reduction work plans. 

 Subd. 6. Duties of contracting entity. Requires a contracting entity to require all regulated lead 

work performed by contractors and subcontractors that are licensed by the commissioner and 

that will comply with rules related to regulated lead work. Prohibits a contracting entity from 

allowing regulated lead work to be performed unless the contracting entity has seen that the 

person has a valid license or certificate. 

34 Federal lead-related funds. Amends § 144.9507, subd. 5. Strikes language requiring the 

commissioner to ensure that at least 50 percent of federal lead funds are allocated for swab team 

services. 

35 Sampling and analysis. Amends § 144.9508, subd. 1. Eliminates the commissioner's authority 

to adopt rules for environmental surveys of lead to determine census tracts that are at high risk 

for lead exposure.  

36 Regulated lead work standards and methods. Amends § 144.9508. Modifies terms used, 

from lead hazard reduction to regulated lead work. Eliminates the commissioner's authority to 

adopt rules differentiating between intact paint and deteriorated paint. Requires the 

commissioner to adopt rules for issuing lead orders, notification of abatement or interim control 

activity requirements, and others as necessary to implement sections 144.9501 to 144.9509. 

37 Licensure and certification. Amends § 144.9508. Requires the commissioner to adopt rules to 

license lead sampling technicians. Modifies a term used. 

38 Lead training course. Amends § 144.9508, subd. 4. Directs the commissioner to establish rules 

on requirements for providers of training courses and the content and presentation of training 

courses for lead interim control workers. 

39 Variances. Amends § 144.9508, subd. 5. Requires applications for variances from lead rules to 

be considered according to procedures for variances from rules in chapter 4717. 

40 Enforcement. Amends § 144.9509, subd. 1. Strikes language requiring the commissioner to 

adopt a model ordinance for boards of health to adopt. 

41 Enforcement and status report. Amends § 144.9509, subd. 3. Modifies the information that 

must biennially be reported to the legislature, to require reporting of summaries of lead 

surveillance data instead of a geographic analysis of all blood lead assays showing incidence 

data and environmental analyses. 

42 Acceptable documented methodologies. Specifies that methodologies established by the 

federal EPA are acceptable documented methodologies for lead hazard screens, lead 

inspections, lead risk assessments, and clearance inspections. Requires the commissioner to 

amend rules, and allows an expedited procedure to be used. 

43 Repealer. Repeals rules relating to lead poisoning prevention. 

44 Effective date. Makes section 42 effective the day following final enactment. 

Article 2: Miscellaneous Provisions 

1 Alternative compliance methods for delegated agencies. Adds subd. 4 to § 157.20. Amends a 

section establishing inspection requirements for food, beverage, and lodging establishments, to 

allow a local agency to whom inspection duties have been delegated to request approval from 

the commissioner to use alternative compliance methods. Lists the information that the agency 

must submit to the commissioner. Allows the commissioner to approve the request if the 

alternative methods will have no potential adverse effects to public health, safety, or the 



 

 

environment and if the alternative methods are at least equivalent to the inspection requirements 

in subdivisions 1 and 2. 

2 Repealer. Repeals the following statutes:  

 144.073 (authorizing the commissioner of health to use duplicating equipment to 

expedite the issuance of communicable disease bulletins and public health information 

to boards of health);  

 144.08 (giving the commissioner of health authority to perform all duties vested in the 

state hotel inspector);  

 144.1222, subdivision 3 (making the commissioner of health responsible for adopting 

rules to regulate indoor air quality in enclosed sports arenas); and  

 145.425 (requiring an equal number of pay toilets and free toilets in public places, public 

conveyances, and public buildings, if there are pay toilets in the public place). 

 


