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Overview 

Specifies a process for the Attorney General to obtain outside legal counsel for the state. An open 

process is required for all such contracts. Contracts over $1 million are subject to prior review by a 

legislative committee. Forbids the state from paying more than $1,000 per hour for legal services, and 

specifies a mechanism for reviewing contingent fee payments to ensure compliance with this limit. 

1 Additional counsel. Strikes current law which refers to a process under which the Attorney 

General, Governor, and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court authorize employment of additional 

counsel. Substitutes a reference to the process in the next section of the bill. 

2 Private attorney retention. 

 Subd. 1. Citation. Provides that this section may be known as the Private Attorney Retention 

Sunshine Act. 

 Subd. 2. Procurement. Requires an open process for the attorney general to retain an outside 

attorney for the state. 

 Subd.3. Covered contracts. A covered contract is one in which the fee, in any form, is 

reasonably expected to exceed $1 million. 

 Subd. 4. Oversight. Prohibits the Attorney General from entering into a contract for legal 

services exceeding $1 million without opportunity for at least one legislative hearing. 

 Subd. 5. Implementation. Provides that if the Attorney General proposes to enter into a legal 

services contract in excess of $1 million, the Attorney General must file a copy of the proposed 

contract with the chief clerk of the House of Representatives. A committee designated by the 

Speaker may hold a hearing and must issue a report to the Attorney General.  

 If the proposed contract does not contain changes recommended by the committee, the Attorney 

General must state why the proposed changes were not adopted. After 45 days, the Attorney 

General may enter into the final contract. Provides for a special five-member legislative 

committee (one legislator appointed by the governor, one by the leader of each caucus) to 



 

 

perform the oversight duties when the legislature is not in session.  

 Subd. 6. Contingent fees. Provides that at the end of a case providing for counsel on a 

contingent fee basis, the state must receive a statement of hours worked, expenses incurred, the 

aggregate fee amount, and a breakdown as to the hourly rate. The statement is public data. 

Forbids the state to incur expenses in excess of $1,000 per hour, and provides for reducing fees 

that would exceed this amount. 

3 Effective date. The bill is effective July 1, 2000, and applies to contracts for legal services 

entered into on and after that date.  

 


