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This session House Republicans prioritized our 
service men and women by making all veterans 
retirement benefits tax-exempt. This measure will 
positively impact the over 18,000 retired military 
men and women who currently live in our state,    
and will encourage more of our best and           
brightest to live in Minnesota once they leave 
military service.

Working for Our Veterans

Respecting Tax Payers
House Republicans worked in both the 
2015 and 2016 sessions to ensure that 
government spending did not grow     
faster than family budgets.

The bipartisan budget passed by the        
legislature in 2015 limited spending and 
left about $800 million to address                 
transportation and tax relief in the 2016 
session, and to serve as a safety net in     
case of an economic downturn.
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$24.1 billion

$54,251
$60,907

$39.7 BILLION

43BILLION
DEMOCRATS’ BUDGET

41.7 BILLION
FINAL BUDGET

Government Should 
Not Grow Faster 
Than Family Budgets

I authored and co-authored several bills 
this year to help reduce health care costs 
and increase access for all Minnesotans.  

This includes the elimination of the 
MNSure Obamacare Exchange. MNSURE 
continues to be a disaster in Minnesota. 
Premiums and deductibles have skyrock-
eted and now Blue Cross announced 
canceling 103,000 Minnesotan's from 
individual health insurance due to losses 
of $500 million. Add to this the over 
$300 million spent on the MNSURE 
website which still has major problems 
and the Democrats’ Obamacare/MNSURE 
continues to inflict misery on many 
Minnesotan families. 

Yet the Governor and DFL legislators 
blindly support it. We need private 
sector reforms which will increase access 
to healthcare, and lower premiums.

Health Care
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Rep. Gruenhagen: Working for You

In spite of overwhelming bipartisan support in both the House and Senate, Governor Dayton vetoed 
this bill, citing a one-word drafting error, and a single provision that he wanted but wasn’t included.  

House Republicans agreed to make these changes in a Special Session, but Governor Dayton refused 
to call a special session until his nearly $500 million list of spending demands are met in the bonding 
bill.

Tax Relief

Farmers
A 40% tax credit per acre for 
school bonding referendums.

Property tax relief for       
small-business owners and job 
providers.

Families
Expanded child care tax credit for 
working parents and tax benefits 
for families who save for college.

House Republicans successfully delivered nearly $1 billion of tax relief over the next three years, 
including more than a half a billion in ongoing and permanent tax breaks.  This was the most   
bipartisan tax bill in 30 years, with a total of 89% of legislators in both the House and Senate.       
Provisions in this bill included:

Small Business

Roads & Bridges
House Republicans passed a fully-funded transportation budget in 2015, and took action in 2016 to make a down payment on a 
long-term plan which invests $6 billion of new money into roads and bridges over the next decade.

The GOP passed fund for key highway projects, like Highway 14. The bill provided over $700 million of new funding for roads and bridges 
across the state, without a gas tax increase. There was also additional funding for Highway 212, and language that allowed federal 
matching funds for the completion of Highway 212. I chief authored a bill (HF80) that provided for funding to complete the expansion of 
Highway 212 up to 4 lanes. Unfortunately, in an effort to pass a $100 million per mile boondoggle, SouthWest Light Rail funding, the 
Metro DFL Senate broke their agreement and the bill failed.

Highway Improvements

House Republicans stopped DFL attempts to increase the gas tax to historic levels. Governor Dayton proposed a 24% increase in the gas 
tax which would have driven up the cost of all goods and services in MN. This increase would have been the largest in state history.

No Gas Tax Increase

First-ever road and bridge funding for small cities with populations under 5,000, thanks to House Republican-led initiatives. This includes 
Arlington, Green Isle, Henderson, Gaylord, Winthrop, New Auburn, Gibbon, Lester Prairie, Winsted,Silver Lake, Plato, Brownton, and 
Stewart.

Aid for Small Cities

Protecting Minnesota’s Aging Adults

Protecting Women & Children

In the 2015 session the legislature passed $138 million in 
new funding for long term care facilities. This new funding 
will help nursing homes keep their doors open and 
improve quality of care for our aging loved ones. 

This year I introduced the Individual’s Right to Privacy and 
Safety in Public Accommodation Act. This bill would 
require that anyone, regardless of sexual identity or 
orientation, must use restrooms, locker rooms, and 
showers based on their biological sex, which is the only 
objective method of preserving the safety and privacy of 
all, especially our children. 

This bill was strongly opposed by Governor Dayton and 
the DFL.


