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The 2006 legislative session is 
underway. This year’s session (March 
1 – May 22) will be one of the shortest 
in decades, partly because last year’s 
session was extra long. Also, this year 
is not a budget year (since the state 
operates on a two-year budget cycle), 
so there will be relatively little debate 
about funding issues. Because of 
the compressed schedule, things are 
moving very quickly. I am busy with 
my own legislative proposals, but I 
am also hopeful that the legislature 
as a whole will produce positive and 
meaningful results.

Here are my choices for top Minnesota priorities of the 2006 session:

* We should pass a bonding bill to fund various state and regional 
projects, which would create jobs and rejuvenate infrastructure.

* We should use part of the budget surplus to pay back our schools for 
the accounting shifts and gimmicks that began a few years ago.

* We should dedicate part of the budget surplus to property tax relief 
for homeowners.

* We should pass a “Clean Water Legacy” law that protects our water 
quality.

PRIORITIES FOR 2006

Here are just some of the additional projects that I am personally 
working on during the 2006 session:

* “Truth in Transportation” 
 (a requirement that the Department of Transportation share 

with the public the information it uses to prioritize highway 
construction decisions)

* Real Answers on Highway 100
 (a continuing push for explanations on the disappointing delay 

until 2014 in the final widening of Highway 100)

* Identity Theft Prosecution
 (a proposal for a streamlined office for prosecution of identity 

theft and financial crimes)

* Support for Trauma Centers
 (using fines from DWI arrests to fund medical services for 

trauma victims)

* Support for Kids with Eating Disorders
 (allowing expansion of existing in-patient treatment facilities)

* Campaign Finance Reform
 (new limits on certain kinds of campaign contributions)

* Political Reform
 (a requirement of mandatory mediation for future budget 

disputes) 

As always, please feel free to contact me about any issue, idea, or concern. 


