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A child’s first years are critical. We all know it. And as
more and more families are relying on paid childcare, it is
imperative for the future of our state that we make the nec-
essary investments in this area. We need to ensure that all
Minnesota children are placed in excellent childcare facili-
ties that will keep them safe and happy while beginning to
develop the skills they will need to succeed in school.

The fundamental idea of this bill is simple: to make sure
that our childcare dollars are invested in quality care and are
accessible to all qualified families. It aims to accomplish the
following goals:

HELP MORE PEOPLE
Improving childcare in Minnesota needs to start with ensur-
ing that high quality early learning and care is available to
everyone. This bill accomplishes that in three ways.

The current exit limit of 250% of poverty is
maintained, but the current entrance limit of 175%
of poverty is eliminated. As such, any family under
250% of poverty can access benefits.

The waiting list is eliminated by allocating
enough money to cover all qualifying families. This
funding is included in the state forecast rather than
in a biennial appropriation, allowing it to grow as
necessary.

Parents pursuing higher education are eligible for
the program.

RAISE STANDARDS
Spending state resources wisely is important. This bill takes
two steps to make sure that tax dollars are spent in the most
efficient way.

The accreditation bonus for providers is re-estab-
lished, encouraging childcare providers to meet high
state standards and rewarding them for doing so.
This bonus is called the Qualified Early Care and
Learning Provider Bonus and is set at 20%.
Research has shown that this is the level necessary
to prompt widespread participation.

To qualify for the bonus, the facility must both
achieve accreditation and satisfy state standards
designed to ensure that children are ready for
kindergarten. The Department of Human Services is
developing early learning standards and perform-
ance criteria for pre-K programs. This legislation
will connect with that work.

The legislation provides grants for legal non-
licensed providers to upgrade their skills and facili-
ties to provide higher quality care.

STREAMLINE THE PROCESS
It is also important that participation in these initiatives be as
simple and flexible as possible. This bill consolidates the
state’s varying childcare assistance programs into one plan.
The work requirements in the consolidated program are also
amended to allow more flexibility for qualifying individuals
to pursue educational objectives.

ISSUE BRIEF:
The Early Care and Learning Act
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