
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

In this update I am including a summary of tools for job seekers, information 
on the federal stimulus package for Minnesota, the February Forecast link, 
an overview of the Minnesota statewide hearings and some interesting links 
to Minnesota issues.

   Sincerely,

   Paul Rosenthal
   State Representative, District 41B

Understanding What’s in the
Federal Stimulus Package for Minnesota

In late February President Obama signed a federal economic stimulus 
package into law that could channel an estimated $9.1 billion to help 
Minnesota rebuild schools, bridges, roads, health programs, and stabilize 
the state budget. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will 
extend one-time funds to states to put people back to work and keep 
unemployment down. For more detailed information about the federal 
stimulus, visit http://tinyrul.com/federalstimulus.

Minnesota Management and Budget posted some very helpful 
information on their stimulus website (www.mmb.state.mn.us/stimulus). 
The Stimulus Summary & Agency Forms includes detailed descriptions 
of just about all of the possible funding the state of Minnesota could 
draw down from the federal stimulus bill. Each agency has submitted an 
explanation of the type of funds available, the amount, how the funds 
would be used and distributed, any strings attached and next steps – 
including a timeline and any necessary legislative changes.
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Tools for Job Seekers
The economic decline has left a lot of people out of work and looking for 
a new job. The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic 
Development (DEED) (www.deed.state.mn.us) provides a variety of 
resources to help job seekers:

•	 Minnesota	Work	Force	Centers	are	free	“one-stop	shops”	providing	
everything	from	workshops	on	resume-writing	and	interviewing,	to	
job fairs and access to computers.

•	 www.MinnesotaWorks.net	is	a	free	job	search	Web	site	that	allows	
job-seekers	to	post	resumes	and	matches	them	with	employers.

•	 DEED’s	Dislocated	Worker	Program	helps	employees	who	have	
been laid off return to the workforce as quickly as possible.

•	 The	Unemployment	Insurance	Program	provides	temporary	
assistance to workers who have lost employment through no fault 
of their own. 

The Promise of Jobs for Minnesotans
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act promises to save and create 
at least 45,000 Minnesota jobs as part of a nationwide effort to stem job 
layoffs and to produce job growth. This is good news for residents in districts 
like Bloomington and Edina where unemployment is continuing to rise.

This	job	promise	will	be	driven	by	$500	million	in	spending	on	“shovel	
ready”	road	and	highway	projects	that	will	begin	in	March	2009.	The	
intended payoff of this investment is to keep unemployment down and put 
people to work so that they have the financial resources to pay their bills 
and keep a roof over their heads.

Job creating legislation is the primary economic recovery mechanism that 
continues to bring legislators from both sides of the aisle together to make 
the	right	policies	to	sustain	working	Minnesotans	and	rebuild	our	state’s	
economy.

The	key	to	our	economic	prosperity	is	jobs	and	we’re	working	as	fast	as	we	
can to get Minnesotans back to work.

Minnesota Statewide Hearings
The metro and greater Minnesota statewide hearings are now completed 
and we are proud to report they have been an overwhelming success. The 
23	hearings	yielded	approximately	6500	attendees,	1500	testifiers,	and	
participated	in	by	members	of	all	four	legislative	caucuses.	We	have	also	
received	over	3000	submissions	to	our	budget	suggestion	website	at	the	
Minnesota House of Representatives (www.house.mn).

The	feedback	from	the	public	and	press	has	been	extremely	positive.	People	
were	genuinely	grateful	for	the	opportunity	to	express	their	concerns	about	
the state budget and give legislators from all over the state their input.

New Forecast for 
Minnesota

The 2009 February Economic 
Forecast is available at the 
Minnesota Management & 

Budget website:

www.mmb.state.mn.us/forecast

Interesting
Links to Visit
Fiscal Year 2010-11 
Governor’s Budget 
Recommendation
www.mmb.state.mn.us/

budget/716-716

Governor’s 21st Century 
Tax Reform Commission
www.taxes.state.mn.us/
mntaxreform/index.shtml

State Budget Trends Study 
Commission final report to 
the Legislature on January 

12, 2009
www.mmb.state.mn.us/budget-

trends-workgroup

Minnesota 2009 Tax 
Incidence Study from the 
Minnesota Department of 

Revenue
www.taxes.state.mn.us


