
CARLSON INTRODUCES

COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION INITIATIVE
In an effort to renew the state’s commitment
to our children and our classrooms, Rep.
Lyndon Carlson announced this week that he
would introduce legislation that would
restore the funding cuts to Early Childhood
and Family Education and increase funding
for K-12 education.

K-12 education experienced a $185 mil-
lion cut in the last legislative biennium. In
addition, the funding formula has not been
increased, not even for inflation, since 2003.
Rep. Carlson’s bill would increase the per
pupil funding for schools five percent in each
of the next two years and restore cuts made
to Early Childhood and Family Education.

Rep. Carlson suggested that while the
Governor has proposed a small increase for
schools, the reliance on property taxpayers
in the Governor’s plan could result in stark
inequities between school districts. Rep.
Carlson is concerned that does not fit with
the Minnesota legacy of ensuring a strong
public education for all of our students.

Rep. Carlson has also authored legislation
this year that would provide for voluntary all
day kindergarten.

WAYS & MEANS PASSES HOUSE

BUDGET RESOLUTION
As a member of the Ways & Means
Committee, Rep. Lyndon Carlson was one
of the first members to take a look at the
budget targets for the House. Last Thurs-
day, the Committee passed the House
Budget Resolution (HR6), which sets the
maximum limit of expenditures from the
general fund for the House at $29.8 billion.
It also specifies a minimum requirement for

funds in the state’s cash flow account ($350
million) and budget reserve ($653 million).
It is projected that the House Budget Resol-
ution will be voted on by the entire House
membership as early as next week. Rep.
Carlson reports that this is key to beginning
the budget debate. Once the maximum
limit is set, that is the total dollar amount
for the House’s vision of the state’s general
budget expenditures for the biennium.

PROJECTED INFLATION INCREASES

IMPACT FAMILIES, SCHOOLS
Rep. Lyndon Carlson is closely following reports
that indicate that economic winds in the coun-
try are changing and inflation is on the rise.

According to Nariman Behravesh, infla-
tion is likely to increase above the 2% as
projected earlier. Instead, he is predicting a
2.5 to 2.75% increase. Mr. Behravesh is the
chief economist at Global Insight, the lead-
ing economic forecasting firm that the state
of Minnesota turns to for development of
its biannual economic forecasts.  

Rep. Carlson says that people generally
understand the impact of inflation on their
families-prices rise as inflation increases and
their spending ability decreases-there is less
room in family budgets for the “extras.”
However, he is concerned about the impact
this may have on already strapped public
schools that are already doing without the
“extras.” As prices increase for essentials such
as books, the price of heating buildings, and
transportation for students for example, the
amount districts have to spend directly on the
classroom decreases. Rep. Carlson said that
this means it is more important then ever to
have a real discussion about providing schools
with a true inflationary increase in funding.
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Every Saturday in March, April and May,
visitors of all ages can go on a self-guiding
scavenger hunt to find 12 important deco-
rations in the Capitol. This self-guided
tour is a great way to explore your State
Capitol during its celebration of 100
years!  

A booklet for the tour is available at the
Minnesota Historical Society Information
Desk for $2. At the end of the hunt, visi-
tors become Junior Art Historians and are
awarded a gold state seal. 

Free, guided tours are also available.

For more information, hours, and direc-
tions to the Capitol, visit the Minnesota
State Capitol on the web:

www.mnhs.org/statecapitol
or  at 651-296-2881.
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Office:
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(651) 296-4255

Home: 
(763) 533-9779

8216 35th Ave N. 
Crystal, MN 55427
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