
House DFL Caucus Health
Care Plan Would Cover
More, Not Fewer,
Minnesotans
77,000 Minnesotans have lost their health care
coverage since 2001, largely due to state
budget cuts and skyrocketing premiums. In an
effort to reverse this devastating trend, Rep.
Lyndon Carlson has co-authored legislation to
provide access to affordable health insurance
to more Minnesotans. The House DFL Caucus
health care plan would expand two existing
state health care programs to allow small busi-
ness, farm families and other self-employed
citizens to participate in order to reduce their
health insurance costs.

Minnesota small businesses struggle to pro-
vide their employees with health care, and
families are increasingly squeezed by high
insurance premiums and co-pays.
Unfortunately, the absence of affordable
options has led to many working Minnesotans
finding themselves without health care cover-
age. Currently almost 75% of uninsured
Minnesotans are working or live in a household
where someone is employed.

The plan would allow two options for
employers: they may choose to purchase the
same generous health benefits currently avail-
able under the state health plan, or they may
purchase coverage through MinnesotaCare.  

Under the first option, employers would
save five percent on the cost of coverage, and
workers would have a choice of providers
from at least three health plan networks
instead of just one. With the MinnesotaCare,
there would be fewer choices, but participants
would enjoy greatly discounted premiums.  

Rep. Carlson Meets with
Area Legislative Action
Coalition 
Parents of students in Hopkins district schools
invited Rep. Lyndon Carlson to participate in a
parent led discussion about educational budget
issues. The focus was largely on what the

Governor's budget proposal may mean for
area schools and students. Rep. Carlson was
joined by other Hopkins area legislators-Rep.
Ron Latz (DFL-Golden Valley), Rep. Steve
Simon (DFL-Hopkins) and Sen. Steve Kelley
(DFL-St. Louis Park).  Rep. Carlson, who rep-
resents both Hopkins and Robbinsdale schools,
will continue to meet with parents, school
board members, teachers and administrator
and concerned community members on the
issue of strengthening our state commitment
to our students and our classrooms.

Rep. Carlson Calls for
Honesty in the State Budget
Debate
Late last month, the February Forecast was
released, which looks at the state's revenues
and expenditures and helps to create a base
for creating the state budget.  

The budget forecast includes inflation in
the projected revenues, but it does not con-
sider inflation when projecting the state's
expenditures.  It is for this reason that the
public may have heard conflicting numbers
regarding the size of the budget deficit. The
deficit is $466 million. It is $1.16 billion when
inflation considered.

When a family plans their budget, they
must plan for the increase in costs that they
face, whether it be the price of gas, increases
in property taxes or increases in the cost of
their health care premiums.  

The state cannot legislate away inflation.
Global Insight, a leading economic firm and the
main source for the Department of Finance in
constructing budget forecasts, reported in the
Sunday, March 6, 2005, Star Tribune that we
should expect anywhere from 2.5% to 2.75%
increase in inflation in the near future. We
know that inflation exists and at what level it
may increase; the state should plan accordingly.

Rep. Lyndon Carlson is concerned about
the seemingly endless cycle of budget deficits.
That is why he is calling for honesty in the
budget debate. He is a co-author of HF10,
which would require the state to include infla-
tion as a factor in its budget forecasting.
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