
Rep. Carlson addresses
Minnesota's Nursing
Shortage
Rep. Lyndon Carlson introduced a bill this
week that would encourage nurses to partici-
pate in the teaching and training of the next
class of nurses in postsecondary programs.

House File 1227 would expand the state's cur-
rent loan forgiveness program, which offers
loan forgiveness for health professionals that
agree to serve in rural areas facing a shortage
of medial professionals or underserved urban
communities.

The expansion would offer the same benefit to
nursing willing to teach at least 20 hours a
week in the nursing healthcare fields in which
the greatest need exist.

Rep. Carlson said that the state's most immedi-
ate concern is the shortage of licensed practical
nurses to serve in long-term care facilities, a
shortage of significant concern as the baby-
boomer generation ages.

House Passes
Comprehensive Capital
Investment Bill 
This week, the House passed a comprehen-
sive Capital Investment Bill, commonly
known as the bonding bill. This bill includes
$817 million for construction projects across
the state and will likely create as many as
10,000 new jobs.  

Highlighted projects currently in both bills
include Northstar Commuter Rail, funding
for a World War II memorial and the
Minnesota Planetarium and Space Discovery
Center.    

The next step will be to send the differences
between the House and the Senate Bill to
conference committee and then to pass the
same version of a bill again in both bodies.

Both bills have room for improvement.
However, Rep. Carlson is pleased to report
that there is wide bi-partisan support for
passing a comprehensive bill and is optimistic
that the Governor will soon sign a final
version.  

Comedian and Radio
Personality Al Franken
Visits with House DFL
Al Franken took time to visit with members of
the House DFL Caucus on Thursday to ask the
members' perspective on what it was that led
to the success of Democrats in Minnesota dur-
ing the 2004 election.

Franken listened as several members of the
Caucus talked about what made their races
successful.  Numerous members recalled their
dedication to talking about the core issues that
matter to voters-education, healthcare, jobs
and the economy, to which Franken offered a
little humor.

In the end, the Franken's message to
Democratic leaders was,  "Minnesotans take
their politics seriously…a lot of good things are
happening for Democrats….there is good news
ahead."

Rep. Carlson Continues
to Meet with Advocates
for Education
Rep. Lyndon Carlson met this week with par-
ents, administrators and teachers representing
the Robbinsdale and Hopkins school districts.
The discussion centered around the financial
concerns facing school districts in the state and
the impacts of legislative action on our public
school students and classrooms. He also met
with a variety of student representatives from a
variety of colleges and universities in the state.
These student advocates expressed their per-
spective of the financial needs of students in
terms of financial aid and the importance of
fully funding our public institutions. 
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