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ISSUES OF INTEREST FOR MINNEAPOLIS RESIDENTS

May 1, 2006

Dear Neighbors,

Passing the mid-point in this abbreviated legislative session, I thought I’d share some of the progress being made 
on projects with local and statewide signifi cance.

Spirited debate has moved to the House fl oor as we begin to take up bills in earnest with an eye toward the end of 
the session.

This Capitol Update will focus on the various stadium proposals, constitutionally dedicated funding for conserva-
tion, supplemental budget spending and a few other bills. 

As always, feel free to contact my offi ce with thoughts, concerns and suggestions. And if you fi nd yourself at the 
Capitol, please stop in for a visit. I look forward to hearing from you. 

      Sincerely,

1. Stadiums    2. Mercury Reduction    3. Defi ciency Bill    4. Community Events

Stadium issues have been a part of legislative discus-
sions since well before I was elected to the Minnesota 
House. In 2006, they remain highly emotional, and 
diffi cult to pass in both houses. This year we’ve seen 
movement on an outdoor stadium for the Gophers, and 
also passage here in the House to build a new stadium 
for the Minnesota Twins.

The Twins proposal has several appealing elements. It’s 
the right stadium – an outdoor facility with a compact 

urban design, conducive to the game of baseball. It’s in 
the right place, utilizing existing infrastructure, sup-
portive of additional transit development and keeps the 
Twins in downtown Minneapolis, helping keep Minne-
apolis the center of the Twin Cities metro area.

But the House proposal has some troubling components 
in its existing form. It’s the wrong price, and it doesn’t 
call for a large enough contribution from the team. It tax-
es only the people of one county while providing what 
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proponents call a statewide asset. The 
current estimated cost of the stadium is 
$522 million, with the Twins paying only 
$130 million of the total cost, or only 25%. 
That fi gure drops to closer to only 10% of 
the total cost when interest is factored in 
yielding a total cost of over $1.1 billion.

As a member of the Tax Committee I 
worked hard to try and amend the bill 
in ways that would have brought a 
compromise. Unfortunately the Twins 
and Hennepin County rejected most 
of those proposals. I was particularly 
disturbed by Hennepin County’s treat-
ment of Minneapolis, including a briefl y 
successful attempt to take the proceeds 
of the city’s 3% entertainment tax for 
themselves. That is a projected $2.9 mil-
lion in revenue to Minneapolis general 
fund for hiring more police, fi refi ghters, 
street cleaners and others to deal with 
the projected additional 1.2 million new 
visitors to a Twins stadium. The Coun-
ty’s failure to support re-insertion of the 
library funding language originally in 
the bill is also disappointing.

I believe we should see a better deal, and 
I voted against the House bill to send 
a message to the Twins and Hennepin 
County that they should do better. The 
issue of stadiums is currently caught 
up in the Senate, with, at the time of 
this writing, a referendum having been 
added to the Twins bill and the Gopher 
bill having died on a tie vote. There are 
several proposals in the Senate, which 
could improve the total package, such 
as a proposal that would rely on a half 
cent, seven-county-metro-area sales tax 
to permnently fund critical transporta-
tion needs while also paying much less 
overall for both stadiums. 

There is a place for stadiums as a part 
of public infrastructure, and the Twins 
are undoubtedly an asset to our regional 
competitiveness and the entire state. 
However, we must satisfactorily answer 
questions about cost and priorities before 
we give blanket approval to any fi nal bill.

MERCURY REDUCTION
The House passed an historic bill this 
week that will reduce mercury emissions 
from the largest coal-fi red plants in the 
state by 90%, or  over 1,200 pounds a year, 
approximately one-third of the total emis-
sions in the state. 

Mercury has been shown to have a 
dangerous effect on fetal development, 

posing a threat to our water and our fi sh. 
Young children are 4 to 5 times more 
sensitive to mercury because their ner-
vous systems are still developing.

Mercury reduction is crucial to improv-
ing the quality of our air and water, as 
well as the overall health and economic 
growth of our state. When this bill fi rst 
came to the House fl oor in a much 
weaker form, my Minneapolis colleague 
Margaret Anderson-Kelliher offered 
stronger language, forcing the author to 
withdraw the bill. This opened the door 
to the negotiations that culminated in 
the development of a much-improved 
bill. I’m proud that unyielding efforts on 
the part of House DFL’ers fi nally forced 
bi-partisan progress to enact this legisla-
tion. The bill will move us back toward 
the days when we could safely drink our 
water, eat the fi sh we catch in our lakes 
and breathe cleaner air.

SUPPLEMENTAL
BUDGET BILL
The House passed a disappointing sup-
plemental budget bill this week.  The bill 
is sometimes referred to as a defi ciency 
bill because of its objective of address-
ing budget defi ciencies identifi ed in the 
state budget since its passage in the last 
legislative session.

While there are a few good things in 
the bill, like additional monies for 
regional treatment centers and funding 
for a University of Minnesota satellite 
program in Rochester, the bill is more 
notable for what it does not contain.  No 
signifi cant monies were allocated for 
health care, for transportation, for edu-
cation or for conservation or property 
tax relief.  In fact, even the Governor’s 
minimal early childhood proposal 
missed inclusion in the House bill. 

Additionally a set of amendments was 
added relating to not funding defi cient 
areas of state spending, but rather were 
anti-abortion amendments related to ju-
dicial bypass and state Supreme Court 
decisions restricting women’s right to 
an abortion.

DEDICATED FUNDING
FOR ENVIRONMENT 
Despite my opposition to funding by con-
stitutional amendment, I was prepared to 
vote in favor of the amendment to dedi-
cate sales tax revenues to conservation 
last week because of how far behind we 

are in allocating environmental funding.

I am a committed supporter of conserv-
ing wildlife habitat, restoring wetlands 
and cleaning up our state’s waters. I 
have been deeply disappointed over 
the last several years to see conserva-
tion-funding decline as a share of the 
state budget. Yet in the end, I could not 
vote yes on this bill because the House 
version dedicates a portion of the exist-
ing sales tax to conservation and clean 
water, allocating money that is already 
being spent on education, health care 
and other programs. The language also 
specifi cally outlaws increasing the sales 
tax in the future to fi ll the hole this will 
create in the state budget. I fi nd this 
fi scally irresponsible, and hope that the 
conference committee will take a hard 
look to remedy these provisions.

SCHOOL BOARD
CANDIDATE’S FORUM
There will be a school board candidate 
forum this Wednesday, May 3 at Anne 
Sullivan Communication Center (East 28th 
Street and 31st Avenue) from 6:30-8:30, 
sponsored by the Anne Sullivan PTA.  
This forum is designed to help you reach 
the people running as directly as possible, 
to have conversations, and to engage oth-
ers who care deeply about the future of 
our children and their education today.

MIDTOWN PUBLIC MARKET 
OPENING DAY
The Market’s 4th season begins this Satur-
day, May 6, running every Saturday from 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The Market is lo-
cated at East Lake Street and 22nd Avenue 
near the Midtown YWCA and the LRT sta-
tion. Beginning July 11, the Market will be 
open on Tuesdays from 3:30 to 7:30p.m.

LATINOS EN ACCION 
UNITED YOUTH SOCCER 
PROGRAM
Latinos in Accion is starting a sum-
mer youth soccer program for children 
ages 6 – 14. A fundamentals program 
for children between 6-8 years old, and 
three leagues serving children ages10 
and under, 12 and under, and 14 and 
under are open for registration.   The 
fundamentals program meets Saturday 
at Corcoran and the other leagues meet 
at Powderhorn Park. The league runs 
every Saturday from May 13-July 17th.  
The registration fee is $10.00.  For infor-
mation call 612 721-8800.


