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ISSUES OF INTEREST FOR MINNEAPOLIS RESIDENTS

February 10, 2006

Neighbors,

As we look forward to the upcoming legislative session many different proposals are being fl oated on 
various issues. The session will be short, mostly dominated by a bonding bill and some policy items. 
One of the more important bipartisan efforts, on global warming, was announced just this week at the 
Capitol. It is just one of the ways that I think you will see energy and environment issues take greater 
prominence in the near future. There are also proposals to make prescription drug costs more affordable 
for all Minnesotans. Below, you will fi nd information on these two issues.

Additionally, I want to let you know of several events coming up in the community over the next few 
weeks. Please feel free to e-mail me or contact my offi ce with any questions, suggestions, or concerns you 
may have about these or any other legislative issue.

1. Regional global warming initiative
2. Prescription Drug Plan
3. Bands for Band 
4. Town Hall forums with Senator Skoglund

1. Regional Global Warming Initiative
The evidence cannot be ignored any longer. The planet is warming at an alarming rate. Greenhouse gases from 
cars, factories and coal power plants are trapping heat in our atmosphere and causing possibly irreversible 
climate change. The following two charts illustrate that as greenhouse gases have increased, so has the average 
global temperature. 



 

 Source: British Meteorological Offi ce           Source: NOAA

The recent proposal announced this week would make Minnesota a leader in reducing greenhouse gases. 
The proposal incorporates a plan to make 20% of all electricity generated in Minnesota, come from renewable 
sources like wind by 2020. Additionally, the proposal would make new vehicle emissions standards for Min-
nesota, modeled after California’s strong standards.

2. Prescription Drugs
Also this week, House DFLers launched a plan to replace the state’s web site to buy prescription drugs from 
Canada. We recently found out that Federal authorities are confi scating many prescriptions ordered by Min-
nesotans through this website. Under the plan, modeled after an existing state program, the state would 
negotiate reduced drug costs on behalf of the uninsured or seniors on Medicare Part D. The state is already 
doing this on behalf of 41 other states for prescription drugs for prisoners, patients in state mental health hos-
pitals and other public health facilities through the Minnesota Multistate Contracting Alliance for Pharmacy 
(MMCAP). Conservative estimates indicate that members would save between 25 and 33 percent on the cost of 
prescription drugs. For a Medicare Part D patient, that could mean a savings between $500 and $1,000 a year.

3. Bands for Band Fundraiser
Two years ago, as a result of the historic cuts to education funding that particularly targeted Minneapolis 
schools; Anne Sullivan Communication Center was forced to eliminate its band program. This month, due to 
the hard work of a heroic group of parent volunteers, school administration, and a donation of up to $25,000 in 
refurbished musical instruments by VH1 Save the Music Foundation, Sullivan is once again offering band to 
5th and 6th graders.

Just to sustain 5th and 6th grade band for the remainder of the year however $15,000 must be raised, $40,000 
next year to build the program and $80,000 in 2008 to reach the goal of band in grades 4 through 8. 
To kick off fundraising efforts we are holding a Bands for Band Dance-a-thon on Saturday, February 11 from 
2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Eagles Club, 2507 25th Street E. in Minneapolis. The Eagles have generously do-
nated their venue, the performers are contributing their time, and now they just need you to be there and help 
make music a part of kids lives again. Tickets are $10 at the door, $5 for kids age 6 and younger. They have a 
great line up of performers and it should be a great time. You can learn more about the event and see the line 
up at: www.iloveband.org

4. Town Hall forums with Senator Skoglund
Senator Skoglund and I will be hosting to Town Hall forums this month. The fi rst is Wednesday, February 22 
from 7:00-8:30 p.m. at Tillie’s Bean, 2803 East 38th Street. The second is Saturday, February 25 from 2:00-3:30 
p.m. in the cafeteria of Seward Montessori school. Enter through the Matthews Park building. Town Hall fo-
rums are informal opportunities to talk with Senator Skoglund, your neighbors


