
2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION UPDATE

Dear Neighbor,

I’m writing with updates on several issues.

• SCHOOLS: It is not a budget year, so we won’t see major changes 
in school finance. However, the K-12 bill does call for an increase 
in merit pay for teachers, alters the high school graduation require-
ments to require algebra and eventually chemistry, requires school 
districts to have a crisis management policy, and makes more under-
standable school district finance statements available to the public.

• PUBLIC WORKS BILL: Several local projects have made it into 
the final negotiations, including classrooms at Inver Hills, Port 
Crosby in South St. Paul and Heritage Park in Inver Grove (chang-
ing polluted sites into parks and trails), and a transit study for 
northern Dakota County.

• EMINENT DOMAIN: Final details are being worked out on a new 
law to protect homeowners and small business from condemnation.

• SEX OFFENDERS: More funding allocated to tighten security.

• NEW MERCURY LAW: Wide bipartisan support brought about 
the nation’s toughest mercury law to protect people, fish and wildlife.
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Rep. Atkins received the 2006 Outstand-
ing Alumni Award from Inver Hills 
Community College at the college’s May 
graduation ceremony. Atkins took a full 
course load at Inver Hills in 1983-84 
while he was also a senior at Simley 
High School.

Atkins was honored for his commu-
nity involvement, business achievements 
and commitment to Inver Hills Com-
munity College. Prior to being elected to 
the Minnesota House in 2002, Atkins 
served on the school board and as Inver 
Grove’s Mayor. He is the fi rst Inver 

Grove Heights resident to ever serve in 
the Minnesota Legislature. Atkins has 
also practiced law since 1991 and been 
named to Who’s Who in American Law.

Atkins has received various state and 
national awards, including being named 
Freshman Legislator of the Year.

Representative Atkins discusses his bill 
to close a loophole in Minnesota’s sex 

off ender notifi cation law.

For more information, visit Joe’s website at www.JoeAtkins.com



When Rep. Atkins and 
Senator Geoff  Michel formed a 
bipartisan group last year to look at 
long-term solutions to important 
challenges facing Minnesota, they 
had no idea it would be perceived 
as such a novel idea.

Atkins and Michel recently 
learned their eff orts are going to be 

featured by the National Council 
of State Governments as a model 
for long-range planning. “Our hope 
is to set aside partisan bickering 
and fi nd real solutions with respect 
to issues like long-term care, 
transportation and school funding,” 
said Atkins.
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Voters in 
November will get to 
weigh in on at least 
one, and as many as 
three, amendments 
to the Minnesota 
Constitution.

Th e fi rst 
amendment, if passed, 
would dedicate all 
of the sales tax on 
vehicle purchases 
to transportation 
funding. If passed 
this would provide 
an additional $300 
million per year for 
roads and transit projects.

Legislators may also 

seek voter approval to 
dedicate a part of the sales 
tax to protecting game 

and fi sh habitat and 
clean water.

 Finally, there 
is a possibility that 
an amendment to 
ban gay marriage 
could also be placed 
on the November 
ballot. Th us far, 
the gay marriage 
amendment has 
been unable to pass 
out of committee in 
the Senate and has 
not been taken up 
by the full Senate. 
Th e measure already 

passed the Minnesota 
House last session.

Rep. Atkins is 
sponsoring bipartisan 
legislation to provide 
an extra $1 million in 
personal body armor 
to members of the 
Minnesota National 
Guard.

Atkins says the 

additional $1 million 
in funding would allow 
the Minnesota National 
Guard to purchase 
the most up-to-date 
individual body armor, 
such as vests and 
protective armor plates.

“We’ve all heard 

stories of families 
buying armor to send to 
their soldiers overseas,” 
said Atkins. “I want 
Minnesota’s military 
families to be able to rest 
assured that their loved 
ones have the best safety 
equipment possible.”

A local student providing some
advice on tech issues.

Joe with his daughter Katie at the
2nd Annual Rally for

Ducks, Wetlands and Clean Water.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
LOOM LARGE AS SESSION END NEARS

BODY ARMOR WOULD BE PROVIDED
UNDER ATKINS LEGISLATION

“I want Minnesota’s 
military families 

to be able to 
rest assured that 
their loved ones 

have the best 
safety equipment 

possible.”
– Rep. Joe Atkins
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