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Dear Friends

With the fi rst month of  the 2007 Legislative Session completed, things 
have fallen into a sort of  rhythm. Committees are hearing testimony, 
advocates are making their case to legislators and the phones are ringing 
off  the hook.

Governor Pawlenty has released his budget proposal for the next two 
years, and I was pleased to see his focus on great schools, affordable health 
care and lowering property taxes; nevertheless I have some concerns that 
his budget falls short in producing the kinds of  results that will make a big 
impact in these areas. Now we’ll wait for the February forecast to begin 
crafting the fi nal budget that will carry Minnesota forward for the next two 
years and beyond.

In the end, we’re going to judge the overall budget by how well it educates 
every child in Minnesota, how many more Minnesotans are covered by 
health insurance, and by how much property taxes are reduced. I believe 
we’ll fi nd enough common ground to address these issues in a meaningful 
way for all of  us. 

This is the fi rst of  the updates I’ll be sending you to keep you up to date 
on the issues here at the Capitol. Sometimes, I’ll highlight specifi c issues, 
and others I’ll talk about bills that are making progress or have been signed 
into law. This week, I’m devoting attention to the subjects of  education, 
property taxes and the cooperative bi-partisan tone at the Capitol. 

Please feel free to contact my offi ce with thoughts, concerns and sugges-
tions. And if  you fi nd yourself  at the Capitol, please stop in for a visit. I 
look forward to hearing from you, and I welcome your input.

   Best Regards,



Session Weekly
The award-winning Session Weekly news 
magazine is available free of charge via mail or 
online. The nonpartisan magazine is a great way 
to keep abreast of the issues moving through 
the legislature during the session. Produced 
by a professional editorial, photography and 
design staff, Session Weekly provides in depth 
coverage of House committees and floor 
action. To receive a free subscription to Session 
Weekly, call (651) 296-2146 or (800) 657-3550. 
An online version is available at:

www.house.mn
(click on Session Weekly)

RENEWABLE ENERGY
     This session the Minnesota Legislature is focusing con-
siderable attention on fi nding new and innovative ways to 
provide cleaner energy resources for our state to reduce the 
negative effects of  global warming and set Minnesota on 
course to be a leader in renewable energy industries.
      Last week, the Minnesota Senate passed a bill that will 
establish a new renewable energy standard for utilities in 
the state. A similar bill, one of  the seven priority bills in the 
House, is expected to pass sometime in the next few weeks 
with broad bipartisan support. I’m proud to be one of  the 
co-authors of  the bill. 
      The initiative, known as the 25/20 Renewable Energy 
Bill, will ultimately require utilities to produce at least 25 per-
cent of  their total energy from new, renewable sources by the 
year 2020. These sources include wind, solar, geothermal, and 
other innovative renewable energy sources.
      When enacted, this new standard will set us on the cutting 
edge of  renewable energy reform and protect our environ-
ment from the harmful carbon emissions that cause global 
warming.
      Recent studies have shown that if  global warming con-
tinues at its current rate, the damage to Minnesota’s natural 
resources will be devastating.  The Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency predicts that global warming could completely 
destroy the Boundary Waters’ boreal forests, dramatically 
lower lake levels across the state, decrease ice cover during the 
winter, and threaten waterfowl populations.
      Another benefi t of  the bill will be the creation of  jobs 
and economic growth in Minnesota, particularly in rural areas 
of  the state. Minnesota is recognized as a leader in renewable 
energy production because we made a commitment years ago 
to invest in emerging technologies like ethanol and biofuels.      
     The Renewable Energy Standard will give the alternative 
energy industry in Minnesota another boost. By promoting 
home-grown sources of  energy like wind, solar, biomass and 
alternative fuels such as E-85 ethanol-gas and biodiesel made 
from soybean oil, Minnesota construction, manufacturing, 
and agricultural industries will realize the economic benefi ts 
of  reversing the $20 billion dollars per-year our state current-
ly spends to purchase energy produced out of  state.
      This bill will also put Minnesota on track to control its 
own energy future. For too long, we’ve been been at the 
end of  energy pipeline. By committing to using renewables 
to supply 25 percent of  our energy by 2020, we’ll be setting 
Minnesota on the path of  energy independence.


