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Dear Friend,
The 2005 legislative session is finally
over. While I’m disappointed that
legislative leaders of both political
parties took so long to reach a final
budget compromise (resulting in an
unfortunate shutdown of state
government). I’m satisfied with
certain key outcomes and bipartisan
accomplishments of the session. On
K-12 education and healthcare, in
particular, the news was good for
Minnesota. Still, we can do better. I
would like to see a meaningful
transportation strategy, a fairer tax
system, more support for our colleges
and universities, more effective
spending at all levels of government,
and reform of the legislative process.
That’s why I look forward to the
2006 session.      

AFTERMATH OF THE 2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
HERE’S WHAT I BELIEVE WENT RIGHT

1. Education
This is priority #1. Schools in St. Louis Park and Hopkins will have
more of the resources they need to help our students succeed, after
years of flat or declining funding from the state. In addition to receiving
a general funding increase, St. Louis Park and Hopkins will be two of
only six districts in the entire state that will enjoy new authority to seek
up to $200 extra per student. That’s real money, which we had been
chasing for many years. At the same time, our schools will be eligible to
initiate new reform and accountability measures.

2. Health Care
There will be no more cuts to health insurance coverage for our local
residents whose jobs do not provide adequate medical benefits. 

3. Highway 100
I began the process of pressing the Department of Transportation for
action and explanations on the disappointing delay in widening
Highway 100. I won't stop until our community gets real answers.  

4. Consumer Protection
I wrote and passed my own major piece of legislation to criminalize
“identity theft” schemes that target e-mail users by posing as banks or
brokers in search of personal financial information. 

5. Public Safety
I helped to pass an aggressive and sensible crime bill that targets sex
offenders and methamphetamine dealers.

HERE’S WHAT I BELIEVE WE SHOULD DO NEXT

• Create a transportation plan that accommodates current needs
and future growth, and which finally addresses the Highway
100 bottleneck.

• Rely less on unfair property taxes, and more on revenue
sources based on ability to pay. 

• Acknowledge that our state colleges and universities are
economic engines for the whole state, and that the steep rise in
tuition threatens student opportunity.

• Place more emphasis on early childhood education, which is an
excellent return on taxpayer investment. 

• Place less emphasis on symbolic fights over divisive social issues
that distract from the more important concerns of our people.

• Reform the legislative process by adopting measures to punish
delay and prevent another government shutdown. 

As always, please feel free to contact me about any issue, idea, or concern.


