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Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
We are wrapping up our fourth week of this special session, and with the end of the fiscal year
approaching, there is even more pressing need to reach agreement on a budget.

Although the special session experience is new to me, it is not new to the legislature.  There
have been 29 special sessions since 1957, including 1997, 1998, 2001, 2002, and 2003.
Although democracy always involves disagreement, the process plainly needs reform. During this
special session some committees, made up of legislators appointed by the leadership, continue
to work on the unresolved budget bills. But the real “action” is the negotiations between the
Governor and leaders of the House and Senate. Most legislators are cut out of this process.

During this special session, a group of legislators is supporting a joint resolution to set the budget
through open debate on the floor of the House and Senate. We have voted on this almost every time the
legislature has met, but it takes 90 votes to bring the resolution up for debate. So far, it has received only
52 votes, including mine. I believe that the full House and Senate should debate and pass the budget. We
are the people elected to do so, and we should not hand off our responsibility to a few people. Once the
legislature passes a budget—without intervention from the Governor—the Governor would be able to do
what the constitution allows him to do: sign it, veto it, or allow it to become law without a signature.

You may be hearing and reading in the press that there are preparations being made for a partial gov-
ernment shutdown on July 1st if the budget is not concluded. I remain optimistic that a compromise will
be reached in time and government will not shut down. However, even the threat of a shutdown is detri-
mental to state agencies—which must take time from their regular work to make contingency plans—
and distressing to the public. That is why I recently joined my colleagues on the steps of the Capitol to
call for the passage of a base budget, or “lights on” bill, which would continue funding state government
at current levels. The bill will be introduced in the House early next week. If passed, this will allow state
agencies to focus on serving the public and citizens to focus on their jobs, families, and vacation plans.

Together with many of my colleagues in both parties, I am pressing for a fair and healthy com-
promise before the end of the fiscal year. However, in the event that a compromise is not
reached in time, state government should continue to operate without disruption. 

Some of our neighbors have expressed concern that a shutdown could bring progress on the
Highway 52 project to a screeching halt. Earlier this year, the House and Senate passed a com-
prehensive, bipartisan transportation bill. This bill-a historic compromise among all 87 counties
and transportation groups all over the state—would have provided for significant new investments
in our infrastructure in the Rochester area. The Governor’s veto left Minnesota without ongoing
funding for transportation. I am pleased to see the Governor's recent announcement that he has
placed transportation projects on the list of essential services. This means that highway construc-
tion would continue even in the event of a partial shutdown without a “lights on” bill.

In these difficult times we need to take a deep breath and remember how lucky we are to live
in a democracy. No matter how much we disagree, no matter how many angry words are spo-
ken, we all remain committed to the idea that differences can be resolved peacefully, according
to law. That’s still a pretty revolutionary idea.

The regular session was productive. We passed a comprehensive bonding bill, a comprehensive public
safety bill, a bill to raise the minimum wage, and many other important bills. This willingness and commit-
ment to work together to find middle ground is still alive and well. Our focus must remain on the future of
Minnesota’s healthcare, education, and transportation and not on a political “win” for either side.

Out of respect for the citizens of Minnesota I, and many other legislators, are serving without additional
compensation during the special session. While I would prefer to be home for the summer, it is still a
great privilege to represent you in St. Paul. As always, I appreciate your calls, e-mails, visits, and letters.

Warmly,

State Representative
TINA LIEBLING
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