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Representative Gene Pelowski's multimedia presentation on the  
Minnesota State Capitol Restoration.  

The $310 million, three year project has returned the Capitol to its 1905 splendor. 
rep.gene.pelowski@house.mn 507-458-5988 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Tom Olmscheid was the Official Photographer of Minnesota House of 
Representatives for 30 years. When he retired from being the House 

Photographer he continued as a freelance photographer and committed 
himself to being the chronicler of the Restoration of the Minnesota 

Capitol.  

He gave Representative Pelowski four disks of over 2400 pictures taken 
over seven years to use in this presentation. The majority of pictures in 
this presentation are from Tom Olmscheid’s photographs. His unique 

access to the Capitol Restoration and understanding of the historic 
changes happening in its art, architecture and access have created a 

remarkable visual photographic record. 

Representative Pelowski and Minnesota are indebted to Tom Olmscheid 
for being the chronicler of the Minnesota Capitol’s Restoration.  



http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/65/v65i04p136-141.pdf 
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http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/65/v65i04p120-135.pdf 
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http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/65/v65i04p136-141.pdf 
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All state offices were moved out of the Capitol for over a 
year during the Restoration.
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Representative Pelowski’s use of Social Media to inform the public of the Capitol Restoration.
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10
The painting “Attack on New Ulm” is removed for restoration and storage. 
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State Office Building Committee Hearing 
Room 10 was transformed into the House 

Floor for June 2015 Special Session  12
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Representative Pelowski’s use of Social Media to inform 
the public of the Capitol Restoration.
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Cass Gilbert, the architect 
of Minnesota’s Capitol, 
above and the revolving 
book stand he designed 
above right and carved 
details from the House 

Retiring Room.
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Representative Pelowski’s use of Social Media to inform 

the public of the Capitol Restoration.
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Inside the Capitol Dome a 
new ventilation system is 

installed to control 
moisture content and 

prevent water from leaking 
into the inner dome from 

the outer dome.  
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The ball at 
the top of 
the dome 

was 
lowered to 
the ground 

for re-
gilding.



The quadriga(golden horses) 
statue restored is hoisted to its 
place on the Restored Capitol.24



The quadriga statue 
photographed by 
Tom Olmscheid 

looking over St. Paul.
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The entire roof of the Capitol would be replaced with copper, tin and tile. 
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The roof had suffered significant rot and decay from 100 years of Minnesota’s 
extremes in weather.



28

The roof had suffered significant rot and decay from 100 years of Minnesota’s 
extremes in weather.
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The roof had suffered significant rot and decay from 100 years of Minnesota’s 
extremes in weather.
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The entire roof of the Capitol would be replaced with copper, tin and tile. 
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The entire roof of the Capitol would be replaced with copper, tin and tile. 
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The entire roof of the Capitol would be replaced with copper, tin and tile. 
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The entire roof of the Capitol would be replaced with copper, tin and tile. 



The Capitol completely enveloped in scaffolding. 40% of the 
exterior white marble would have to be replaced.  
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The Capitol completely enveloped in scaffolding.  
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Marble pieces began to fall 
off the Capitol.  

To protect the public 
scaffolding was erected over 

the entrances. 
The restoration has ensured 

no marble piece will be 
falling off the Capitol. 
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The replacement of one sculptural 
detail is time consuming art.  
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The marble 
scroll on the 
left shows 
the wear of 
100 years. 

 It's 
replacement 
below and to 

the right 
restore the 
incredible 

detail.
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The new white marble arrived in crates and stored for its use on the Capitol.



 40% of the exterior white marble 
was replaced. 100 years of 

Minnesota winters and pollution 
took a heavy toll on the details 
once present in the marble. The 

white replacement marble brings 
back the original sculptural 

beauty. 
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 40% of the exterior 
white marble was 

replaced. 100 years of 
Minnesota winters and 
pollution took a heavy 
toll on the details once 
present in the marble. 
The white replacement 
marble brings back the 

original sculptural 
beauty. 42
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Damaged marble sections are cut away to be replaced by restored marble sections.
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A marble capital arrives to replace a damage marble capital.
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Contrast between capital restored marble sections and original marble sections are dramatic.
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The photo shows how completed architectural repair and restoration blends in 
with similar elements not restored. The architects had to assess elements in 

greatest need of repair that would fit within the budget.



 40% of the exterior white marble was replaced.  Note the new white marble contrasts with 
the original darker marble. June 2017
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 40% of the exterior white marble was replaced.  Note the new white marble contrasts with 
the original darker marble. June 2017
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Granite steps in front of Capitol needed repairs, replacement and resetting.  The foundations 
under the steps were crumbling. This was an additional $22 million cost that was discovered 

during the foundation restoration of the Capitol. 50
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Granite steps in front of Capitol needed repairs, replacement and resetting. This was an 
additional $22 million cost that was discovered during the foundation restoration of the Capitol. 
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The granite step foundation in front of Capitol is now ready for the 
installation of the granite steps.
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The Granite steps stacked in front of Capitol waiting for installation.



New Granite Steps in front of the Capitol show contrast in the 
replacement, lighter colored granite.  June 2017
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All of the granite step foundations of Capitol had to have their granite steps reset, repaired and 
replaced. The Supreme Court wing steps of the Capitol are being rebuilt above. 
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All of the granite step foundations of Capitol had to have their granite steps reset, repaired and 
replaced. The Supreme Court wing steps of the Capitol are being rebuilt above. 
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All of the granite step foundations of Capitol had to have their granite steps reset, repaired and 
replaced. The Supreme Court wing steps of the Capitol are being rebuilt above. 



New signage was also part of the Capitol Restoration. June 2017
58



59

The entrance to the new Capitol Mall on the Judicial Building’s side takes shape. Looking from 
the Judicial Building to the State Office Building. 
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The entrance to the new Capitol Mall on the 
State Office Building side takes shape. Andrew 
VonBank, House Photographer, taking pictures 

on same spot May 2017. 



Grand Mall 
replaces a 

Street in front 
of the Capitol. 

June 2017

State Office 
Building to the 

left and the 
Judicial Building 
to the right flank 
the entrances to 

the Mall.61



62The lowest level of the Capitol. Never accessible except by maintenance. It now will become an  
impressive, new public space.
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The lowest level of the Capitol. Never accessible except by maintenance. It now will become an  
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The lowest level of the Capitol. Never accessible except by maintenance. It now will become an  
impressive, new public space.



New public spaces created by converting the lowest level of the Capitol into useable 
areas that were storage or dirt.
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Tom Olmsheid pictures now adorn the walls that were buried in 
debris and expose the foundations of the Capitol.

68



69

New wider stairs, flanked by exposed foundation pillars, go up from the 
lowest level of the Capitol.
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Five floors were 
opened up to create 

new stairways.  

These open areas 
were also converted 
to public rest rooms. 
Code required each 
floor needed public 

access and restrooms.
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These new open areas were converted to public rest rooms on every floor of the Capitol. 
Code required each floor needed public restrooms.
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These new open areas were converted to public rest rooms on every floor of the Capitol. 
Code required each floor needed public restrooms.
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Several floors were opened up to create 
these new stairways. These open areas 

were also converted to public rest rooms. 
Code required each floor needed public 

restrooms.
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New stairways were created where offices once existed to meet 
modern code requirements. These were needed to ensure people 

could safely enter and leave all areas of the Capitol.
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Several floors were 
opened up to create these 
new stairways. This new 

stairway is next to the 
House Retiring Room and 

allows access and exits 
from this side of the 

Capitol.



The arrow points to the window well location Representative Pelowski is 
sitting in on February 23, 2017 and how it looked on March 16, 2016 and in 

2015 at the start of the renovation.
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Several floors were opened up to create these 
new stairways. This new stairway is next to 
the House Retiring Room and allows access 

and exits from this side of the Capitol.
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 Above the entrance to the Senate and the West Grand Staircase  
is the mural “The Sacred Flame (Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow)”.
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The Senate Chamber being wired for the 21st century. 
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The restored Senate Chamber.
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The restored Senate Chamber.
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Senate Chamber July 23, 1906 color postcard.
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Senate Chamber mural “Discoveries and Civilizers Led to the Source of the Mississippi ”.
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Senate Chamber mural “Discoveries and Civilizers Led to the Source of the Mississippi ”.
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Senate Chamber mural “Minnesota  Granary to the World”.
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Senate Chamber mural “Minnesota  Granary to the World”.



90



91
Senate Chamber Retiring Room being Restored. This is a room only used by Senators. The 

Public and even House members are not allowed in it by Senate Rules.
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Senate Chamber Retiring Room being Restored. This is a room only used by Senators. The 
Public and even House members are not allowed in it by Senate Rules.



Scaffolding fills the entire interior space under 
the dome.93



Scaffolding fills the entire interior space from the floor to 
the space where the chandelier hung under the dome.94
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Under the dome are the restored murals “Civilization of  the Northwest; The American 
Genius” series.
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Under the dome are the restored murals “Civilization of  the Northwest; The American 
Genius” series.
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Under the dome are the restored murals “Civilization of  the Northwest; The American 
Genius” series being restored.
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Under the dome are the restored murals 
“Civilization of  the Northwest; 
 The American Genius” series.
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The seasons of the year murals are on the ceilings of the arches between  “The 
Civilizaton of the Northwest” murals. Autumn is being restored above.
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The seasons of the year murals are on the ceilings of the arches between  “The 
Civilizaton of the Northwest” murals. Autumn is being restored above.
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The seasons of the year murals are on the ceilings of the arches between  “The 
Civilizaton of the Northwest” murals. Autumn is being restored above.



104The attention to detail is incredible.



The brilliance is evident in this picture of the contrast between the restored areas and a 
section yet to be restored beneath the dome.  

Note the corn stalks and the detail in the restored area.
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Using a long spatula, a conservator carefully begins separating lunettes shaped “zodiac” canvas 
mural from a wall in the Rotunda in order to repair the damaged and disintegrating plaster behind it. 
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A conservator carefully begins separating 
this “zodiac” canvas mural from a wall in 

the Rotunda in order to assess a large 
building settlement crack down its center 
and the disintegrating plaster behind it. 

To determine this “zodiac” canvas 
mural’s original colors conservators 
removed swatches of this canvases 

old vanish and paint. 
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The “zodiac” canvas murals restored at the highest points of the Rotunda 
beneath the dome.
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The “zodiac” canvas murals restored at the highest points of the Rotunda 
beneath the dome.
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The “zodiac” canvas murals at the highest points of the Rotunda under the dome. 
How was this picture taken?
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The chandelier is lit every Statehood Day on May 11th. Minnesota 
became the  32nd state in the union on May 11, 1858
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The chandelier is lit and the restored colors of the dome pop. 
Statehood Day is May 11th. Minnesota became the  32nd state in the union on 

May 11, 1858
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The chandelier is lit. 
Statehood Day is May 11th. Minnesota became the  32nd state in the union on 

May 11, 1858
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The chandelier is lowered for the first time in 31 years. It will undergo cleaning 
and maintenance. The chandelier has 92 bulbs surrounded by 40,000 crystal 

beads strung together. It has been lowered only six times in its history. The one 
ton "electrolier” hangs 142 feet up in the dome.
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The chandelier’s electrical system is upgraded. 
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New energy efficient and historically accurate windows are 
installed in the dome.
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New energy efficient and historically accurate windows are 
installed in the dome.
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New energy efficient and historically accurate windows are 
installed in the dome.
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Scaffolding fills the East and West Grand Staircases.
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Scaffolding fills the East and West Grand Staircases.
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Skylights once covered up or converted to artificial light will be reopened with natural light. 
April 2015 tour of retoration by Representative Pelowski and House staff.
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Offices filled these spaces which were originally public spaces. The public will once again use 
these spaces at the Capitol. April 2015 restoration tour.
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April 2015 
Restoration in 

Progress Tour of 
what were Senate 

Offices. Now will be 
public meeting 

rooms and hearing 
rooms.



New public spaces created from the removal of Senate offices or converted hearing rooms. 
Skylights are now open with natural light.
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New committee rooms are created from the removal of Senate offices or converted outdated 
hearing rooms.
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New committee rooms are created from the removal of Senate offices or converted outdated 
hearing rooms.
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June 30, 2017 The East Grand Staircase leading to the Supreme Court Chamber and above is 
the mural “Contemplative Spirit of the East”. To the right the mural being restored.
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 Above the entrance to the Supreme Court Chamber and  
the East Grand Staircase is the mural “Contemplative Spirit of the East”.
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April 2015 Representative 
Pelowski and House staff are given 

a tour of the Supreme Court 
Chamber under restoration. They 

had to crawl through a small 
opening to enter the Chamber 
gallery about the courtroom.



135

 The restored Supreme Court Chamber with the mural 
 “Moral and Divine Law” above the Judges Bench.
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4700 nails weighing 
53 lbs from 10 doors 
were used to recreate 

the patterns on the 
Supreme Court and 

House Chamber 
doors .

After removing the old nails a template was created by laying paper on the 
doors and marking each nail hole.  

The vinyl coverings and old glue were removed to ensure the historically 
accurate new leather coverings would be smooth. 



Scaffolding in the Supreme Court fills the entire interior space from the floor to 
the dome of the restored skylight.
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Lex, the Latin word for "law" or "statute".
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139

 The restored Supreme Court Chamber skylight and interior dome.
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 The restored Supreme Court Chamber mural “Moral and Divine Law”.
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 The restored Supreme Court Chamber mural 
 “The Adjustment of Conflicting Interests”.
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 The restored Supreme Court Chamber mural 

 “The Recording of the Precedents”.
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 The restored Supreme Court Chamber mural 
 “The Adjustment of Conflicting Interests”.
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The 1907 photograph of the 
Supreme Court Retiring Room 

revealed the original 1905 gold foil 
Greek fret design around the ceiling. 
Removing the paint uncovered it and 

now it is restored. 
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Supreme Court Retiring Room restored the original 1905 gold foil 
Greek fret design around the ceiling. 
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The Supreme Court Retiring Room was repainted with the original colored 
paint.  Light fixtures restored to original design.
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The Supreme Court Retiring Room was repainted with the original colored paint.  The room was designed to copy the court 
room in Independence Hall in Philadelphia where the Declaration of Independence was debated and signed.
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April 2015 Restoration Tour the winding stairway to the side of the House Chamber. It was discovered the 
skylight was on the verge of collapsing and special conservation methods had to be used to preserve it.
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It was discovered the skylight was on the verge of collapsing and would have fallen down without 
structural repairs. Special conservation methods had to be used to preserve it.
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The skylight fully 
restored.
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The House Chamber by Tom Olmscheid in 2017 with 134 members desks. 
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The House Chamber 1909 from the glass slides Tom Olmscheid purchased at an estate 
sale for $46. Note the gallery above the Speaker’s Rostrum and the open space on the 

House floor. There were 119 members in 1909. In 2017 there are 134 members. 



Tom O 2017
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1909 
postcard 

shows the 
House 

Chamber 
in color. 

The 
reverse 

side has a 
1909 

postage 
stamp.  
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House Members desk were 
removed and rewired for 

modern technological uses.  

New House chairs were 
based on the original Cass 
Gilbert design. The arms 
were hand carved. The 
desks were upgraded to 

better support long stays in 
a seated position. Four feet and new five feet.
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Details from the hand carved plaster statuary high up in the House Chamber. Commissioned by a Great 
Depression Work Program to St. Paul father and son sculptors Carlo and  Amerigo Brioschi in 1938.
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Details from the hand carved plaster statuary high up in the House Chamber. Commissioned by a Great 
Depression Work Program to St. Paul father and son sculptors Carlo and  Amerigo Brioschi in 1938.
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The House Chamber restoration of the painted areas of the ceiling.



Scaffolding fills the entire interior space of the House Chamber from the floor to 
the skylight dome which will be reopened with natural light.165



Scaffolding fills the upper most areas of the House Chamber to allow restoration 
of the sculpture and frescoes and skylight.
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Scaffolding fills the House Chamber. The Speakers Rostrum is covered in 
protective sheets of particle board. 
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Supports for the scaffolding fill the House Chamber floor.  
The Speakers Rostrum is covered in protective sheets of particle board. 
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Supports for the scaffolding fill the House Chamber floor.  
The Speakers Rostrum is covered in protective sheets of particle board. 
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The House Chamber floor with new carpeting that matches the original. 
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Minnesota House of Representatives Retiring Room being used to pump 
fresh air into the House Chamber during its Restoration.  
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Minnesota House of Representatives Retiring Room Being Restored. 
This space is open to the public and used by members’ quests.  



174

Minnesota House of Representatives Retiring Room Being Restored. 
This space is open to the public and used by members’ quests.  
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Minnesota House of Representatives Retiring Room Restored 
On the fireplace is a Sir Francis Bacon quote, "Measure not dispatch by the times of sitting, but by the advancement of 

business." Below it is a line from Scottish writer George Campbell: "Free and fair discussion will ever be found the firmest 
friend of truth."
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Minnesota House of Representatives Retiring Room Restored 
On the fireplace is a Sir Francis Bacon quote, "Measure not dispatch by the times of sitting, but by the advancement of 

business." Below it is a line from Scottish writer George Campbell: "Free and fair discussion will ever be found the firmest 
friend of truth."
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The House Chief Clerks Staff office area to the 
side of the House Chamber. It's ceiling needed 

restoration and repairs.
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The House Chief Clerks Staff office area next to the 
side of the House Chamber restored. A spectacular 

transformation.
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All of the 
electrical fixtures 
in the Capitol had 
to be updated for 
21st century uses.
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The electrical fixtures in the Capitol were replaced with copies of the original light fixtures. 
These light fixtures had to be specially made since no company produced this type.



Escutcheon replacement historic in every detail.
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A new elevator above was created near the 
House Chamber to allow handicap access 

in this area of the Capitol.  
Elevator to the left restored and upgraded.
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This 1970 black and 
white photograph 

was used as a guide 
to restore the 

decorative stained 
glass that adorned 
this elevator. Over 
660 pieces of glass 
were hand cut to 

complete it. 
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Throughout the Capitol the 
art work on the walls was 

in need of repair and 
restoration. The restored 

area to the right is a 
dramatic example of the 

vibrance of the newly 
restored areas.
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Throughout the Capitol the art works on the ceilings were in severe need of 
repair and restoration.
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Civil War reenactors   
attend the discussion! Civil 
War Roundtables lobbied 
for the paintings return. 

Civil War Painting 
Governor's Reception 
Room June 7, 2017 
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The Governor's large Reception Room restored awaiting it artwork. 



191

The Governor's large Reception Room restored awaiting it artwork. 
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A conservator cleans “The Battle of Nashville”. 
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Civil War 
Painting 

Governor's 
Reception 

Rooms  
June 7, 2017 
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The two paintings above will not be returned to  Governor's Reception Room. 



202The Governor’s Reception Room wooden 
floor inlay has been restored .  



Legislation was introduced to require all 38 
Governor's portraits to be hung in the Capitol. HF 

296 never passed the full House. The Senate 
companion bill, SF 27, was introduced but 

withdrawn and returned to its author in February.203
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Controversy arose when Governor Perpich wanted 
his wife Lola included in his portrait. Range 
Legislator Tom Rukavina had buttons made 

supporting Perpich! Rukavina’s argument was that if 
Governor Quie could have his horses then Governor 
Perpich should have his wife Lola. He had buttons 

made “Mr. Ed Says Let Lola In”.
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Paintings on display in Capitol on June 30, 2017. 
Covered with glass now for protection. 



The most important unseen renovations are the infrastructure improvements 
to the Capitol in the heating, ventilation, and technology upgrades. 207

21st 
Century  

Technology



The Governair System supplies Air to the Capitol!
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The Governair System supplies Air to the Capitol!
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The Supreme Court Dining Room in use an undated picture. 
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The Supreme Court Dining Room as it was found at the beginning of the restoration.  
It had extensive water damage. It had not been used for 60 years.The wooden China and silverware 

serving cabinet was in severe disrepair. The restored cabinet is ready for use at lower right. 
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The Supreme Court Dining Room mural panels being restored. It had not been used for 60 years.  
It had extensive water damage. 
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The Supreme Court Dining Room mural “Untitled 
(River Fishing Scene)” by Carl Olson 1936 prior to 

restoration on the left.  
Being installed after restoration on the right. 
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The Supreme Court Dining Room mural “Untitled (River Fishing Scene)” 
by Carl Olson 1936 fully restored. Picture taken July 7, 2017 
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The Supreme Court Dining Room mural panels needed complete 
restoration. The room had not been used for 60 years.  

It had extensive water damage. 
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The Supreme Court Dining Room restored and open to the public.  
Pictures taken July 7, 2017
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The Supreme Court Dining Room restored and open to the public. Pictures taken July 7, 2017
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The Supreme Court Dining Room restored with its historic 
light fixtures.  

There are two light switches a modern and an historic. The 
historic dims the light to the 1905 electric light level. 

Pictures taken July 7, 2017
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The Governor’s Dining Room had been converted into a press room in the pictures above.  
Below the stages of restoration to bring it back for public use. 
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The Governor’s Dining 
Room restored.  

The mural had also been 
removed and restored 

after extensive 
conservation work to 

bring it back to its original 
beauty. 
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The Governor’s Dining Room mural restored. The mural had been 
removed and restored after extensive conservation work.  

“Old Fort Charlotte on the Pigeon River” 1935 by an unknown SERA 
(State Emergency Relief Administration) artist. 

The center has a log building.  
The mural curves on both sides.  
Pictures taken on June 30, 2017.
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The tunnel to the Capitol from the State Office Building.  
A new public space is created where only walls and storage existed.  

This picture was taken on June 30, 2017 and by happenstance a resident 
of Winona was enjoying the new space.
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Andrew Von Bank, House of Representatives Photographer, took this picture of groups 
visiting the Capitol. It vividly displays the vibrant colors of the restored Capitol.
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Tom Olmscheid sent this photograph to Representative Pelowski on July 2, 2017 
of the Capitol’s newly landscaped mall and completed exterior restoration.
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2/27/17 
Tom 

Olmscheid 
displays 
the 1909 

glass slides 
he found at 

an estate 
sale for 

$46.
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2/27/17 
Tom 

Olmscheid 
displays 
the 1909 

glass slides 
he found at 

an estate 
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This presentation is dedicated to Mary Louise Pelowski who 
as an artist filled her family’s home with her paintings and 

music instilling in them a life long love of the arts.
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