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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
MARCH 27, 2006

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Dear Neighbors,

The short 2006 Session is progressing rapidly. Days at the Capitol have been 
packed with committee hearings, meetings with constituents, and floor sessions. 
Wednesday, March 22 we had the third annual Rochester On Tour at the 
Capitol, which was a big success.

March 28 is our first committee deadline, when all policy bills must pass at least 
one committee in the house of origin, and committees are meeting in marathon 
sessions to meet the deadline. Second and third deadlines will follow, quickly 
funneling down the number of bills still in play. 

The good news is that progress was made last week on advancing the bonding 
bill. The Senate passed its version of the bill, with several Rochester projects 
included. Now it’s up to the House Capital Investment Committee to present a 
bill to the full House for a vote. After both bodies pass their bills, a conference 
committee will be formed to work out the differences. I will keep you updated 
on the status of Rochester projects as the bonding process continues.

   Warm regards,

 

Progress Made on Rochester Bonding Projects
This week, the Senate passed its version of the bonding bill. Here are some 
Rochester-area highlights of the bill:

• $8.3 million for bioscience business development public infrastructure 
grants;  $6.3 million of this money is targeted to Rochester for the 
proposed bioscience development center.

• $4 million is provided for Capital Assistance Program - Olmsted County 
waste to energy plant should see a share of this  (Last year we received 
$2 million of our $4 million request.)

• $3.5 million for National Volleyball Center, Phase II

• $1.7 million for the Rochester-Area Public Safety Training Center

• $350,000 for the Chester Woods segment of the Blufflands Trail

• $625,000 for the Great River Ridge Trail from Plainview to Eyota, makes 
this a state trail 



What about funding for the U of M Rochester expansion?  Funding for the U of M-Rochester and the 
Mayo-U of M Genomics partnerships are not part of the bonding bill and will be considered separately. I 
can tell you, though, that our U of M proposal is finding a great deal of support in St. Paul. 

Now that the Senate and Governor have put their versions of the bonding bill on the table, it’s time for 
House leadership to act. I hope that all sides will move quickly to pass a bill that creates jobs and invests 
in key projects in Rochester and around the state.

Rochester Day at the Capitol a Success
The 2006 Session marks the third year that members of the Rochester community gathered at the State 
Capitol to promote our city’s contributions to the state and our legislative priorities. 

This year’s event was a huge success – more than 400 people participated. It was wonderful to see so 
many new and familiar Rochester faces at the Capitol. I enjoyed speaking with the Leadership Greater 
Rochester group of leaders from the business and non-profit world. Many of my legislative colleagues 
attended the evening reception where they sampled food from Rochester restaurants and learned more 
about Minnesota’s third largest city by visiting with community members.

The excitement Rochester Day participants shared about our community was contagious. I look 
forward to continuing this momentum as we work together as one community to pass key legislation for 
Rochester this session.

LEGISLATIVE REFORM: RHETORIC VS. REALITY

Legislators, citizen groups and former state leaders have offered proposals to reform the 
legislative process with an eye to improving the legislative process in Minnesota.

I am participating in efforts to examine our campaign systems, reform legislative deadlines and 
negotiations, and create opportunities for camaraderie and collaboration.

However, some reform proposals seem to be more about rhetoric than reality. Some bills 
under consideration in the House would tie the governor’s and legislators’ pay (or legislators’ 
per diem payments) to the outcome of budget negotiations. When I started my first session 
I co-sponsored a bill to deny all per diems (daily payments) during special sessions, but I now 
believe that this is the wrong solution. Since coming to the legislature, I have seen how hard 
legislators work, and they don’t do it for the money. By giving the impression that legislators 
and the governor are primarily motivated by money, these bills do a disservice to our state. 


