
House Passes Tsunami
Relief Bill 
Rep. Lyndon Carlson is proud to have voted
in support of Tsunami Relief legislation that
will allow for charitable contributions made
through January 31, 2005 to be tax
deductible for 2004 state income taxes.
The bill passed the House of
Representatives on Thursday with strong
bipartisan support.  

Rep. Lyndon Carlson
seeks to reestablish a
State Board of
Education
Representative Lyndon Carlson will intro-
duce a bill this week that calls for the estab-
lishment of a State Board of Education.
Currently, the state of Minnesota is one of
only two states in the nation without a State
Board, a result of legislation passed in 1998.
Putting a State Board of Education in place
would play an important role in providing
for citizens to have input regarding the
direction of public education in the state.
The Board would be appointed by the
Governor and have 12 members - one from
each of the eight Congressional Districts and
four to serve at-large.  This bill goes a long
way in providing for additional accountability
in our education system and is likely to
enjoy quite a bit of bipartisan support. 

State of the State
Address held in
Rochester/Legislators
Tour Genomics Facility
This week, Governor Pawlenty addressed
the elected leaders and citizens of the state
of Minnesota during the annual State of the
State Address.  All three of the members of
the SD45 delegation -Sen. Ann Rest, Rep.
Lyndon Carlson and Rep. Sandra Peterson -
traveled to Rochester for the Governor's
address.  Rep. Lyndon Carlson, a member of
the Higher Education Finance Committee,
also participated in a tour of the Mayo
Clinic's home for Biotechnology and Medical
Genomics.  In 2004, the Mayo Clinic
entered into a unique partnership with the
University of Minnesota, known as the
Partnership for Biotechnology and Medical
Genomics.  This collaboration brings togeth-
er the state's two top research facilities so
that, together, they can focus on medical
research that will eventually mean more
effective medical treatments and reduced
cost through better health and medical care.
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WEEKLY SESSION UPDATE

Representative Carlson’s
Committee Assignments:
• Education Policy and Reform;
• Ethics (Vice Chair); 
• Higher Education Finance; 
• Rules and Legislative

Administration; 
• Ways and Means.

Joint Session of House and Senate to Elect
University of Minnesota Regents
The members of the House of Representatives and the Senate will come together at noon
on Wednesday, February 16th to elect members to serve on the University of Minnesota's
Board of Regents, the University's governing body.  The legislature elects one regent from
each of the state's Congressional Districts and four regents to serve at-large.  One of
these at-large members must be a current student at the University.  Regents serve a
term of six years and serve as a voluntary board without pay.  These terms are staggered,
and therefore one third of these 12 Regents are elected by the body every two years.   
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