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WEEKLY SESSION UPDATE

07/01/05

Dear Neighbors,
It is with disappointment that I must address the issue of partial government
shutdown in this week’s legislative update.  

Over a week ago, I introduced a base budget, or “lights on” bill. I saw it as
a common sense, last minute option to keep the government working for
Minnesota while negotiations on the biennial funding levels for education,
transportation, healthcare, and agriculture, jobs, and the environment con-
tinued. The bill would allow the commissioner of finance to appropriate suffi-
cient funds to continue the operation of state government for the period
between July 1st and July 31st. 

Representative Sertich (DFL-Chisholm) and I made a motion to bring my
bill up on the House floor for debate and an up or down vote by lawmakers
on Wednesday, over 24 hours before the deadline to pass a budget bill.
Ninety votes are required to by-pass the committee process and take it
directly to the members for debate. Unfortunately, the motion failed on a
70-63 vote (with four Republicans joining all 66 Democrats). In the final
hours, the Senate passed a “lights on” bill. On the House side, my
Democratic colleagues and I made two more attempts to pass a lights-on
bill, both of which failed on a largely partisan vote. 

While I am frustrated at the fact that there is any shutdown at all when it
was not necessary, I am pleased that we were able to ward off grinding gov-
ernment to a complete halt. 

In a twelvth hour compromise, we were able to pass a bill to fund the areas of
agriculture, environment, and natural resources and jobs and economic develop-
ment. This is a major piece of the remaining finance bills that needed to be
resolved. Because of its bipartisan passage, our state parks are open for busi-
ness during this Fourth of July holiday and over six thousand dedicated employ-
ees will be able to continue to work and provide services for Minnesota's citi-
zens. In addition, we were able to fund important services to conserve our natu-
ral environment, make investments in our citizen's through job training and
youth programming, and work to provide access to affordable housing.

In addition, essential services for issues of health and public safety remain
available. But I would suggest that securing the jobs of those 11,000
Minnesotans currently facing layoffs because of the lack of a budget agree-
ment is essential as well. I am working to see that they are able to do their
jobs and earn their paychecks.   

(over)
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WHICH SERVICES CONTINUE:
• Residential and outpatient facilities for veterans, those with mental illness or developmental 

disabilities, and nursing homes for the elderly
• Public safety services including the state patrol, the fire marshal and pilot weather sercies
• State parks will stay open because of bipartisan action recently taken
• Providers will receive payments for services to patients covered by state-subsidized health 

insurance
• Construction of state highway projects
• Claims for unemployment insurance; worker's compensation; Social Security disability payments; 

cash, child care and food assistance; and adoption assistance payments will continue
• Guardianship services, senior ombudsman, birth and death certificates, WIC, senior home-delivered 

meals, Emergency Food Assistance, toxicology helpline and HIV/AIDS services
• License renewals and for accountants, architects, electricians, real estate agents and other occupations
• Metro transit and other transit services for at least a month; Metro Mobility for the duration 

of the shutdown
• Funding for most state education aids including charter schools, Head Start, special ed and 

free lunch programs
• Inspection of food, hospitals, water systems and other facilities

WHICH SERVICES ARE TEMPORARILY DELAYED:
• Highway rest areas closed 
• No funding for libraries, early childhood programs, adult education, community education, 

local public health agencies, loans for businesses, individuals, nonprofits and units of government
• No new enrollment in MinnesotaCare (Human Services)
• No message boards or traffic information for motorists 
• Suspend issuing new driver's licenses and drivers testing
• Suspend operation of Dietetics and Nutrition Practice Board, Disability Board, Ombudsperson for 

Families, Physical Therapy Board
• Delayed state funding for Head Start
• Estimated 11,000 layoffs

A budget agreement is on the horizon. The House and
Senate leaders and the Governor are coming to compro-
mise. There are important tasks that remain-finding
adequate funding for education, healthcare, and trans-
portation and passing revenue bills to do so. I will contin-
ue to work towards that end. And in the meantime, I
remain committed to passing a base budget to show
Minnesotans that the lights are in fact on and govern-
ment is working for them.

As a point of information, I have included a list of what
is open, and what is not, during this partial interruption
of state government. You will notice that the government
is much more open than closed for business.   

Sincerely,


