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Introduction

The Minnesota Legislature established the Child Care Advisory Task Force in 2008.
Legislative language in 2008 Session Laws, Chapter 361, Article 2, section 4, directs
the commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Human Services to convene a
Child Care Advisory Task Force. The Task Force is directed to review child care
assistance laws, rules, and policies, and to make recommendations to remove barriers
facing families that are applying for or receiving benefits from the Child Care
Assistance Program (CCAP). The legislation states that by January 15, 2010, the
Department of Human Services (DHS) must report the Child Care Advisory Task
Force recommendations to remove barriers facing families in applying for and
receiving child care assistance to the legislative committees with jurisdiction over
the CCAP. This report provides Task Force recommendations.

DHS convened a task force. Members include DHS staff, staff from counties and
nonprofit organizations that administer the CCAP, a parent receiving child care
assistance, and members of the child care and antipoverty advocacy communities.
The list of Task Force members is included as an appendix to this report.

The Child Care Advisory Task Force met eight times between December 17, 2008,
and December 15, 2009. The members reviewed federal and state child care
assistance laws, rules, policies, and other documents to gain an understanding of the
CCAP requirements and current policies. Members identified barriers facing families
under these policies and developed recommendations for changes that would reduce
or remove barriers. The documents reviewed and discussed by the Task Force are
included as an appendix to this report. As directed in the legislation, barriers that
were reviewed included, but were not limited to:

o The length of application forms

e The consistency of the application and reauthorization forms statewide

e Documentation requirements, including frequency of producing
documentation

s Barriers facing parents with limited English

e Length of reauthorization periods.

Task Force members participated in presentations on federal and state laws that impact
the CCAP, Limited English Proficiency (LEP) laws and issues, and Minnesota Electronic
Child Care (MEC?), the statewide eligibility and payment system for the CCAP. In
addition, issues and concerns were discussed that were brought forward by Task Force
members and the constituencies they represent. Recommendations were developed based
on research, information gained and discussed in presentations, and through discussions
among Task Force members.

The changes recommended by the Task Force reflect the guiding principles
established by Task Force members that CCAP eligibility should follow a child
rather than the parent(s); should encourage continuity of child care; and that




services should be easily available and accessible to applicants and participants in
convenient locations and at reasonable times.
Background

The CCAP provides child care subsidies to low-income families to support work and
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